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PREFACE, 


Tunse notes on the habits and customs of some of 
the criminal classes of the Madras Presidency have 
been collected at the suggestion of Colonel Porteous, 
Inspector- General of Pohce, and put im the present 
form in the hope that they may prove of some value 
to Police officers who are contmually brought in 
contact with the predatory classes, and of some 
slight intcrest to such of the pubhe who may wish 
to know something regarding the doings of their 
less favoured brethren. 

The compilation of the notes has necessitated 
much time and labour being expended, and J am 
painfully conscious that the subject has been only 
partially dealt with; the facts given have, for the 
most part been verified by personal association with 
the people themselves, and it is believed they will 
be found accurate: it has been a difficult task to 
induce the people to gratify curiosity when ques- 
tioned as io their caste customs ; this, however, may 
possibly be accounted for by their being themselves 
ignorant of their own folk-lore. 

Much valuable anformation has been obtained 
from Dr. Sherring’s ‘‘ Hindu Tribes and Castes; ”’ 


the»Alsbé Dubois’ “People of India: ” Mr, Nole-+—" 
(Moad3a-Country,” and 
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Manuals. My bost thanks aro due to My. ELS B. 
Stover son, Dishich Superinte ident of Police, for 
his covdiul assistance in tho work m placing ab my 
chsposu vali able notes of inquiries made by him 
from timo to time, and also to Mx. C'ogstoun, Assist- 
ant Superintendent of Polico, for sketches of the 
enemmpments of Koravais, Joghics, and Domaras, 
which havo enabled uic to Ulustrate latthfally the 
peculia habitations o those people. 


For Sami Groror, Mapnas, 
Jan ary 1892 
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CIAPTER IL 


ALAGIRIES, 
Carrmrics. 


In the Madura district, some twelve miles to the 
noith of Madura town, and situated at the base of a 
low range of hills, stands a temple, which is dedicated 
to the god “Kalla Alagai,” o1 the god of thieves; 
fiom this temple the Alagiics take their name, The 
manager or “‘ dharmakartha ” of the templo belongs to 
the Padayachi class, and “Kalla Alagar” is regaided 
by many classes of criminals as their chief deity. A 
certain portion (usually gth) of the spoil obtained after 
a sorics of successful predatory oxcursions is laid 
aside, and whon the season of pilgrimage (November — 
December) comes 1ound, is offered with many incanta- 
tions and. vows of allegiance to “ Kalla Alagar.” 

Tho appellation “ Alagin”’ 1s given to them ag a 
class of professional thieves and pick-pockets, and is 
also applied by the police to persons suspected by them 
whose castes are uot positively known aud who give a 
vacillating account of themselves, and more particu- 
larly to pexsons found in crowds at fairs and festivals 
who cannot give a full and satwfactory account of 
themselyos, 

TLindus of all classos, and occasionally Mussulmans 
also, are members of thew fraternity ; they may be 
doscribed as formmg a part of, or belonging to, the 


‘ 
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groat Satdni or mixed class, disciples of Chaitanya, 
a natiyo of Bengal, who intioduced the worship of 
“Riishna” into Southorn India and died m 1527, 
In strict theory, they havo no caste qualification but 
archgious ono, for {hey profess fo admit to their 
community any one who conforms fo their religious 
views, and they are prepared to cat with any one who 
observes the sumo ritual as they do. 

Thore are four classes of Alagnios, or more pro- 
porly spoaking they aro known by fom difforont 
appollations according to the districts or Iccalitios they 
troquont, They are . 

(1) Capomai Alagivi, 

(2) Dongu Dasari Alagiti, 

(8) Gudu Dasari Alapui, and 

(4) Padayachi Alagin, known also as Ena or 

Thogumilai Koravar (sco noles on Koia- 
vais). 

The Oupenia? Adequ fes.—The hoad quarters of the 
Cipomurt Alagitics is Mivellore and its starounding 
villages in tho Chingle out distuct, Several small 
villages are almost entirely popr lated by these people. 
Thoy mo also to bo found at Muti and Gadnahalli 
noar Bangalore, Kamalipurim and age daitapallo of 
the Caddapth district, Maikuppam uoar Poilo Novo 
in Suulh Arcot, rnd claowhero, but their principal 
goltlomonts are at tho places above montioned, ‘Those 
gangs ac closely connoctod with each other by intor- 
marriage and have outstations as far distant as Pal- 
ghat, whore, ina villago called Podanathy, a settle- 
mount of these people has been recently discover od 
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closely intet-related with the major gangs of Trivellore, 
Maltir and Kamalapwam. 

They are said to b3 mereasing and forming settle- 
ments in most other disticts of the presidency, but 
statistical information to support this statement is 
unobtaimablio. 

The head of the Capemari class of Alagiries lives 
in Trivellore, and is attached to the ‘““Ahsbilam Mutt” 
asa paid servant. He is styled the “Colla Chetti,” 
and the present holder of this office isa man known 
as Chinna Kuppaiah Chetti; his brother Pedda Kup- 
paiah was until recently the acknowledged leader of 
the Maliiy gangs. At Trivellore, Malir, Gadnahalli, 
Kamalapuram, Buggalaitapalle and Pedandthy these 
Capemari Alagiries have, to all appearances, settled 
down 10 honest vocations, possessing lands and houses; 
but the lands are prmcipally cultivated by others, not 
unfiequently by the village headmen, who in many 
eases are known to aid them in the disposal of stolen 
proporty. 

They resemble the Soonariahs of Bundlekund and 
the Poona Bhamptas (members of which latter class are 
frequently met with on the railways of this presidency) 
with this exception, that they do not confine them- 
selves to pilfering by c»y.* - 

Both men and women are clever thieves, and the 
young are carly trained in the art of picking pockets 
and snatching jewels from unsuspecting travellers. 
All the large fairs and festivals throughout the presi- 
dency are visited by these people in partics of four or 








* Majo Gunthorpe s Notes on Crim sal Tishes, 
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five, Usually accompanied by women vd boys, The 
men adopt tho disguise of tespectable trades, well 
d essed, wearing caste marks and other outwuid signs 
of respectability, they gain admission to templos, caste 
chatzams and places icsoited to by travellers and 
pilgtims, they acquaint dhemsclyes with the names of 
persons of good social standing and ascertain somo 
facts connected with thoi: private life, thus they we 
able {o pass themsolyes off as acquaintances, and aio 
taken into the confidence of then victims, 

Tho women usually dross woll, gomotimos like 
Brahmans, end not untiequently lke devout widows 
paying vows at tho shimo. tho boys hover about cait- 
stands and ascertain what travellois there are nothmg 
escapes thom, nor is anything too insignificant for 
thom to purloin. When on a predatory excursion 
thoy always wouk singly and feign iguo.ance of othors 
of theit commumty. 

A small lancet-shaped knife ty uvariably lound. 
with them; it is concealed in tho mouth and used to 
1ip opon carpet bags and to cut tho strmgs of jewols 
worn by womon wud childron, Jn the sune pipose 
thoy also cury pieces of bioken glass in the “ Vadi 
Banchi” or small bag worn at the warsé. 

‘ig railways are their mos Inciative fiolds of 
work, and cach gang his us particulu boat: they 
soldom oncroach on the hunting giound of others of 
thoir hateinity. Stating in a g mg of 4 or 6, accom- 
panied by women and boys, they orecupy separate 
comp winonts—some disguised as tradois, o hors as 
wandoring minstrols—and tho women, a3 ominontly 
respovtable travellers, occupy the compattinefits re- 
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so. ved for their sex. Adepts in the art of entertaining 
their fellow tsavollers, thoy soon learn for what purpose 
they are journcying, and when the unsuspecting tra- 
veller falls asleop, his yowels and valuables are taken ; 
the Alagui leaves the train at the next station, and 
the gang uniles at a placo previously agreed upon, 
where the loot 13 divided share and share alike, with 
two portions for the successful thief. Night trains ac 
usually selected, and they are always to bo found in 
special trains runnmg for the convenience of pilgrims 
and others attending festivals when women are always 
docked out in jewols, An instance of their cleverness 
may be quoted from the writer’s experience. A busy 
junction at night, where changing of trains is neces- 
sary; two unsuspecting women are travelling and much 
disticssed at the confusion. A “respectable native 
gentloman” proffers his assistance, which is gladly 
accopted: he finds a compartment fo. the womon and 
helps them in with the goods and chattols, and asks 
permission to accompany them this is accorded, and 
ho amuses tho travollors with anecdotes, The elder 
of tho women iy the custodian of the jewels: she is 
thoiefore warned that the safest place for her to keep 
the bag containing the valuables is undor her head 
when she sleeps: tlus is unsuspectingly done, and in 
the morning whon the women awake they find the bag 
1ipped open and the contonts gone. their civil friend, 
necdless to say, has also gone. IIe was aflerwards 
arrestod disguised as a travelling musician, and told 
the writer that for seven years ho had been carrying 
on this lucrative trado. IIe was one of the Capemaries 
of Malt:.® 
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Giime is not committed by Alaginies in places 
where they happen to be known by the local police, 
or whoo they have, on any for ne: ovcasion, been 
mroslod; il is thus exceptionally diffi ult to prove 
plev'ous convictions wgamst them: {len aases are 
so numerous that by nanes alone it is impossible to 
hx thon identity. A well oganized railway police, 
together with a system of fico interchange of pheto- 
giaphis of all persons found thioving on .athwyay lines, 
scoms to be the only means by which iailway aimo of 
this doseription can be successfully deal! with, 

Tho men are, a5 a rule, far and good looking, and 
particular as to thet: personal appearance ; this may be 
accounted for by thon never doing any manual labour. 
The women ao comely und many aco of loose clarac- 
tor. Identification of Capemarios as a class ig difficult: 
thoir disguises wo complete, and thoy possess the 
faculty of carrying thom out. Shifty and uncertain in 
thow behaviour, they are continually on the look out 
fo “a Kitpu” their slaig for a poleman (banglo- 
man!) in plain clothes, Caught redhinded, thoy affoct 
a i.aughly demeanour at tho mdignity ol boing m- 
rosted. No had and last rulo for the identification 
of those social posts can be lad down, 

Thow language is principally Tolugu, but they also 
speak Tani apd Canareso, ag well as a pocular slang 
of their own. 

“Tlonour among thieves” is apparently their 
maxim, for a Capomari never implicatos another of 
his fraternity, and the family of an ‘ unfor.unato ” 
who has gone to jail is provided for by tho rost of 
the community. es 
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Capomaii women occasionally fraternize with Mu- 
hammadans and leave the main gangs. An imstance 
of this is worthy of note. An outcaste Alagin woman 
of the Malur community took up with a gang of comers 
from Hyderabad and was tho instaument of passing 
the counteifert coins. On the gang being arested, 
the woman told the writer that she had left he: hus- 
band some years previously for the famous coiner Galib 
Shah. Capemaii boys are addicted to altering copper 
coins, especially pico, by giving them a coat of quick- 
silver; they pass thom off as silver coins, and genorally 
with success. 

The domestic relations between man and wife are 
very lax : polygamy 1s allowed, as also widow 1emarii- 
age. Infant mairiages aie are, Wives are sometimes 
seouritics for debts contracted by their husbands and 
become the propaty of the creditor should the debt 
fail to be liquidated. Caste disputes and divorces 
which are easily obtained are arranged by punchayet 
presided over by tho “ Chetti” of the gang, This 
“worthy”? docs not duectly join in their predatory 
excursions, but gcts his share of the loot, and is manly 
instrumental in tho disposal of stolen property. 

Their receivers are principally goldsmiths and liquor 
vendors in all the lage towns and villages throughout 
the presidency, an] the bargain usually made is one 
rupee for a rupee’s weight in gold. Village headmen, 
as bofore stated, lagely assist bands of Alagines who 
have settled m their villagos in the disposal of plunder. 
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Araarrirs—(cort ). 


Donaa Dassnzis Gupu Disats, who aio ayo 
called “ Mucher: Kalas,” ae the Alagiics of the mois 
northern districts of the presidency, and mo drawn 
from tho Boya, Golla, Wudder and Salia castes. They 
sometimes style thomsclyos “Colla Dasarices,”” Tn the 
Nellore dishict they are called ‘ Kathiivandla” 
(scissor thioves), 

The disguises usually adopted by: ticm wo those 
of the Gosseins and Byragines; the prayers and 
incantations of icligious mendicants ao euclully 
studied, and none but a real Byraghi, or ono thoroughly 
acquainted with the doings of these quase-religious 
mendicants, can detect thoir artifices, They combine 
burglary with thieving, 

Thoir headman is styled by them the “ Cudn,” 
aud wt lim reyt the attangemonts necessary in 
plannmg a predatory excursion — Dacoity 1 occasion- 
aly committed by them, but thoy chicfly confine 
thomselyes to burglary, which modo of crime is the 
most difficult of dotection as oxporicnze has taught 
thom. 

Tho principal head-qumtes of these people are the 
Cuddapah, Bollay, Kurnool, Nollore an} Noith Ascot 
dishiots, but they ae also to be found throughout the 
presidency in small bands disguised as gecese-rcligious 
mondicants. 

Tn small partics, gonmally of 4 or 5, they set ont 
on thoir predatory oxemaions, and fist v pita tanple 
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in the gab of Byraghies carrying the “Garadastam- 
bam” and the “tappar” and “samacalum”—symbols 
of a religious lfc; they cary out thew disguises 
admnably and command the respect of the credulous 
rustic, Adepts in the ait of reciting the Vedds, they 
Bain admissiuu tu the heusus of iespectable villagexs . 
the situation of the bolts and the geography of the 
house is taken in at a glance; a faint sciatch on the 
dvor framos mate with a piece of glass, which, hke 
the Capemaries, they invariably carry, shows the 
position of the bolts, and mdicates the work of the 
“ Byraghi.” The breach in the wall is made close to 
the bolt sufficiently large to admit of a man’s arm 
being inserted and the bolt is diawu. This mode of 
housebreaking is known in other parts of India as the 
“Duglee operation” ‘I'he instrument used 1s called by 
them the “kuchi or g4di kdl.” It is most ingeniously 
made, and 1s cariied about by thom on their bogging 
tous. To the casual observer it is a musical mstiu- 
ment somowhat resembling the “ Vina” in shape; 
but on a minute examination being made by an 
observant officor it will be discovered that the mstru- 
ment is composed of fwo parts capable of boing 
soparated from each other, in one of which halves is 
encased a sharp iron tool about 12 to 15 inches in 
length, octagon shaped, and tipped with steel 

The musical instrument is called by them a 
« Chfla,” and on this in their role of Byzaghi they 
play an unmusical accompaniment to their monotonous 
chanting of religious couplets. 


Tho “ Kuchi-kdl” 18 a very offective implement 
vee 3B 
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for boring though walls, and the operation ig noise- 
lossly and skilfully povformed. Marks of tho instiu- 
ment may be detectod i a caroful inspection of the 
broach in tho wallis made; they are sharp and clearly 
dehned round the edges, and tho holo usually slopes 
downwards fowmds tho bolt. On the door bemg 
opened, a free oxil through the house is fst made to 
allow of oscapo m tho event of the inmates boing 
aroused. Jowels worn by sleoping womon and child- 
ron are the chicf attractions, and thoso aro dexter- 
ously removed ; tho threads of beads aro cut with the 
pioces of glass or tho lancel-shapod kuifo, and by 
moning tho guasi-roligious mondicants havo put 
sevoral miles botwoon thom and the scenos of thoir 
deprodations. Burnt matchos, and not unfroquontly 
hard grains a0 found in tho honses they havo visited. 
This latter peouhauty is accounted for by Major 
Chunthorpo in his interosting oles on Criminal 1) ibes 
in writing of the Lowes (Budducks) of Contial 
India, who appem to oloscly resemblo these pooplo in 
thoir disguwes and modo of commiting burglarios. 
Ilo says . . ‘This is to loarn tho position of any 
brass 01 copper pots or boxes in the apatmont. the 
noise of tho sovd hitting against them indicating the 
exact spot and thus showing in what diroction al 
is clow and no obstacle to be expected for a further 
udvance,” 

Like tho Capommi thei language is Telngu ; thoy 
ave also woll up in Hindustani. Thoy usually add 
“ Dass? to thei numas, as for instance “ Govindass,” 
« Tutohmandass,” and have many ahases 


ALAGIRIES—BATIURATAS 11 


Tho women scldom accompany the men on a 
burglary expedition ; but, like thoir Capemaii sisters, 
thoy confine themsclves to pilfering at fairs and 
festivals and reap a rich harvest on the railways. 
They are instrumental m the disposal of stolen 
property, and for thie purpose associate with the 
Capemari gangs at Trivellore and Mahir. 

The following account of a criminal class, calling 
themselves Batturajas cr Battu Tmakas, published in 
the Polce Weekly Cucular, Madras, No. 47 of 1881, 
is reproduced, as they have a close resemblance to the 
Gudu Dasaries — 

“With the exception of three families residing in 

neighbouring villages in North 

i eaten Arcot district, the Batiu Turakas 

: E Sorpentin ting are confined entirely to the four 

hamlets noted in the margin, 

which compriso the Revenue Payakat village of Agra- 
haram in the Pelloru division of Cuddapah district. 

“They are known to the Cuddapah and North 
Arcot police as criminals, and a note is made whenover 
any adult leaves his village; but, as they commit their 
depredations far from home and convert their spoil 
into hard cash before they return, it is difficult to get 
evidence against them. a 

“Ton or 12 of theso leave home at once; they 
usually work in parties of 3 or 4, and they are fre- 
quenily absont for months together. They have 
methods of communieating intelligence to their asso- 
ciates when separated from them, but the only one of 
these methods that is known is by means of their loaf- 
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plates which they sow ina peculiar manner and Icoaya 
aitor uso in cortain placos previously agtood upon. 
Theso leaf-plates can be revoguizved by oaports, but all 
that those experts can learn from them ww that Batty 
Turakas have beon m tho neighbouhood recently. 
On them return to thoir village an aenount of their 
procecdmgs is rendered and their spoil is divided 
equally among the whole community, a doublo sharo 

hoing, however, given {0 tho actual thiof or thiovos. 
“They usually disguise thomsolycs as Brahmans, 
and, in tho sewch of somo of thoir houses lately, silk 
cloths won only by Bialnans wero found, together 
with othor articles necossaury for 


1 Rudi Ueshamalas. * i i 
2 iaciten tho purposo as specified in tho 
3 Rihgr nos, margin. They are also in- 


4, Nattow necked eoppor ; : 
vers wol ty Vussmeve gurneted in Sanscrit and in all 
vat Mudwa Brak nis sy 

fF Smitha Prchipe the outwad requisites of Biah- 
Wing and Ocdd cums js ni 

manism, A Telugu Biahman 
would soon find out that they are not Biahmans, and it 
is on this account that they confino thoiy depredations 
to the Tamil cowntry, whoro allowanco is mado for 
thom as rude uncivilized Tolugus, They frequont 
choultrics, whore thoi: vory respectable appoaranco 
disarmg suspicion, and watch for opportunities of 
committing thofts, substituting their own bags or 
bundles (filled with 1ubbish) fo. those they carry off. 
Thoy are vory timid and consequently vory cautious 
and pationt, going in only for a safe thing.” This 
account given by an exporicnced officor of police points 
to tho Battu Turakas being an offshoot of the great 
Alugun class, ne 
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The Donga (Gudu) Dasari Alagiries occasionally 
take the vole of traders in cattle and yisit the cattle 
markets, they will, however, always have their 
“religious” brethren somewhere handy, and the 
subterfuge is used morcly as a means of collecting 
information. Durims the “ Pongul” and “ Dassarah’? 
festivals tho “religious Dasaii” may be frequently 
seen with his sacred bull asking alms. 

Boforo proceeding on a predatory excursion, offer- 
ings of sheop and fowls aie made to the goddess ‘ Gan- 
ganah.” Omens aro carefully observed. Women of 
all classes, with the exception of the ‘ Malas” and 
“ Madigas,” are admitted to their community and the 
marriago ceremony is pe1formed by a Brahman of the 
“Satdni’ creed. Marriage laws are easily relaxed, 
and polygamy is allowed. 

The priest of tho Ahdbilam temple near Rudra- 
varam in tho Sinyvél taluk of the Kurnool district 
exercises over those people completo jurisdiction m 
spiritual mattors, and tnbute is paid yearly to him. 
Caste disputes and the like aro settled by punchayets 
formed of members cf the gang presided over by the 
Gudu. 

Pavayacix Anaairms (vde Thogamalai Kouavars). 
Theso are the professional thieves of the southorn dis- 
tricts, with their head-quarters at or near Pondicherry. 
Thoy are skilful countorleiters and very dexterous in 
passing tho coins, women being usually the medium. 
Like tho Capemarios they visit all the lage fairs and 
fostivals in the south and carry on a lucrative trade. 
Thoy yorghip at the shrine of “Kalla Alagm.” 
Their language is Tamil. 


it 


CHAPTER IT. 


JouuIns, 


Turn Joghios of the Madras Presidency aro a class of 
vagiauts who carn a precarious livelihood by snake- 
charming, pig-breeding, juggling and tho like. Tho 
dcrivation of the word Joghi seoms to be the Sunserit 
“Yoo,” a follower of the Yoga sysiom .... a magi- 
cim, conjurer, one supposed to havo oblaine 1 super- 
natwal powers.”* They are exclusively a Tolugu sect 
and form a division of tho Satdni or mixed caste, 

Thore aro 19 sects among Joghies, divided into 
tivo main divisions — 


Division A, 


L. Cherukurnvadu, 4, Vakitavadiu, 
2. Sivaralavadu. 5. Gollattvadu 
3. Mupunivade, 6. Poranavadu. 
Dwision B, 

1. Chriaapuvadu. 8. Kullavadu. 

2. Binthavadu. 9. Jallivadu. 

3 Trthukwuvadu. 10. Pyralavadu. 
4, Gundavadu. Ll, Uraguntivadu, 
6. Tharavadu. 12. Sappidivadu. 
6, Vadapillavadu. 13. Dasiapuvidu. 


7. Amurthayadu. 





* Vide Moma Williama Sinouit Dictionny, 
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The classes under division A are supposed to take 
highor rank than thoso in division B, and do not mix 
with Ilindus of the lower castes, Paiiahs and the lke, 
but strangely enough intermarry with those under 
cuss B. The principal districts in which the Joghies 
are to be found and where they have formed ciminal 
habits arc Chingleput, North and South Arcot and 
pat of Nellore, and in these districts they have, of 
recent years, given considerable tiouble. Highway 
robbery and dacoity are the crimes they chiefly confine 
themsclves 10, but occasionally turn to burglay ; 
but in this latter form of crime they are, as yot, 
clumsy, and detection of a burglary committed by 
Joghies is comparatively easy. Thoy are, however, 
gradually developing tho taculty ot committing bur- 
glary on scientific principles. 

Disguises arc not adopted by them, nor do they 
wander far fiom their encampments when committmg 
ciime; they usually confine their oporations to their 
own neighbourhood. 

As breedeis of pigs they take them in droves to 
Madras and other large towns for sale, and it appears 
to be at tho instigation of thoir constituents in Chin- 
tachipetta and Black Town, Madias, that the Joghies 
have taken to ciime, for thoy are satisfied with the 
gloanings themselves while the harvest is reaped by 
their reccivors. Formaly thoy wore chiefly known 
as harmless wanderers, assisting at village revels, 
soothsayers, &c.; but contaminated by peculant traders 
in Madras and other centres, they havo doveloped 
crimimal habits which are likely to prove troublesome. 
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Ifcadmon of Joghics are styled by them Jangams. 
With tho Jangam resis tho organization of a gang 
crime, Ie settles caste disputes and icceives two 
shaios of booty. Uxpeditions are planned when mem- 
bors of a tanda or gang aro assombled Lor a marriage 
or tribal function, Omons are thon rigidly obscrved, 
and should thoy be adversc, months frequontly inter- 
vono before the expormment is tried again. 

The headman of tho Joghi class is supposed to 
reside at Srecperombatur in the Chingloput district, 
but about this “worthy” much is uncertain: he is 
called tho Jangam. Poojali, and wears the sacred thread 
(puntl), bub doos not play an important part ot their 
religious or social functions, nor docs he get a share 
of spoil, and few of the tribe appoar to know of his 
existence, 

Joghies oncamp on tho outskirts of villagos, usually 
on aplain or dry bod of a tank, thoir huts or gudisays 
aro mado of palmyra leaves plated woth jive strands 
forming an arch, completely open at ono sido and 
closed at tho othor (vide plato 1). Théy occasionally 
oultivato lands on what is known as tho “ Varum” 
tenure and in some villagos in the Wandiwash taluk 
of the North Axcot district and in tho Madmantakam 
taluk,of Chingloput district they: have settled down 
and avo in tho pay of the village hoadmen, who bonefit 
largely by tho criminal proponsitios of thoir protégdés ; 
thoy avo also invariably assisted by thoir patrons 
should suspicion rest on them, A case is on record 
whero a village magistrate incited an attack on a 
small party of police who commenced the search of « 
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Joghi encampment for property stolen in a series of 
dacoitts committed by these people. Another indited 
a petition complaining of the hardships these ‘honest 
folk” had to undergo by the system of polico sur- 
veillance. 

The Joghies resemble the “Kuluvas” of the 
southern districts of the Presidency, who also tend 
pigs, and also the Pichagoontes, into which olass they 
marry; this latter class are described as mendicants, 
doctois, herbalists and the ke, and, like the Joghies, 
formerly acted the part of heralds, but since their 
contamination by, and association with, othas of 
criminal habits, they have abandoned their vocation of 
heralds. 

The betrothal and mariage ceremonies of the 
Joghies are peculiar and interosting. On consent 
bemg obtained from the girl's father or guardian, the 
bridegroom elect gives a boar and Rs. 8-12-0 in cash 
ag earnest moncy. ‘The boar is killed, the head 1s 
takon by the girl’s people and the flesh goes towards 
a general feast. The bridegroom elect has further 
to provide copious libations of toddy and arrack for 
the assembled company. On a subsequent Friday, 
fixed by mutual consent, the bridegroom eleot pays 3 
pagodas to the girl's pcople as “ voli” (Tamil aun) 
and the uext day a paudal is erected in front of the 
hut (gudisay), a sheep is then sacrificed to their 
household god ‘‘ Perumal,” and, on the following day, 
the “nalagoo” coremony is gone through, after which 
a general feed takes place, The “ tali” is tied the 


next day by the “Jangam” of tho caste, who pro- 
0 
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nonnces the couple man and wife. The music on 
these fostive occasions is tho samo as that weed by 
thom as snake charmers Their womcn aro adepts 
in playmg the inshu nents which they ca 1  Magiday 
kudikey,” “ Nayasoram” or “ Poloankushal,” and 
usually take these with them when on thew begging 
tous, 

Ro-admiscion to caste after conviction whon impii- 
sonment is involved, is an oasy mattor. A feod and 
drink at tho exponse of the “unfortunate,” genorally 
dchayed from the share of property whish is kept by 
his more fortunate kinsfolk, are all that is necossay 
except tho coremony common to other classes, of 
having the tonguo slightly burnt by a picco of hot 
gold ; ing lnfforis Uwaya perio med hy the Jangam 
of tho gang. 

Their language is Tolugu, spokon with a tribal 
accont; they also know Tamil. 

On an oxcursion bomg agreed upon by mombors of 
a Joghi gang, othors of the (ratornily one unped in the 
yicinity ao consulted ; in some isolated spot a Nim 
troc is choson as x mooting place ; here the proliminarios 
me sottled and their god Porumal is invoked ; thoy 
sot oul in bands of from 12 to 15, armed thomselves 
with ssout bamboo sticks ; scantily clad, and with their 
heads muffled up, thoy wait tho arrival of the carts 
passing their placo of hiding; in twos or thiocs they 
atiaok the carts, which aro usually diiven off the road 
and not unfrequontly upset, and tho travollors are 
made to give all they possess: the proporty is then 
given to the hceadman of the gang for sefo-kooping 
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and he secretes it in the vicinity of his hut, and sets 
about-+he disposal of it: their receivers are to be 
tound among the “respcctable ” oilmonges of the 
villages in the vicinity of their encampments, and 
the village headmen who, as said hefare, reap a ich 
harvest in their dealings with thar Joghi protégés, 
while property not disposed of locally is taken to 
Madras. 

Tho women of the tribe are very depiaved in their 
morals, and prostitution is common. They may be 
seen at all fairs and festivals, decked in gaudy attire 
and laden with brass bangles and bead necklaces, 
whore they profess to tell fortunes. They wear the 
cholee fastened at the back by two knots and cloths 
with gaudy borders. The manziage tie is vuy easily 
relaxed: the sum of seven rupees is levicd on the 
offending swain and the woman becomes his propeity 
“{o have and to hold.” Widow romartiage is freely 
allowed, and young women may marry at any age. 
Tho womon of the “ Dasivapuvadu” class do not 
marry, but may be found in almost all the large towns 
and villages as prostitutes: they aro of great use to 
their community i assisting in the disposal of stolen 
property ; they are, as a rule, comely, dress well, and 
livo under the protection ot Vamahs (oilmongeig). 

The boys of tho class are employed by thoir eldors 
in stealmg giain stored at “ kalams” (threshing 
floors), and, as opportanity offors, by slitting giain 
bags loaded in cats, Thoy seldom accompany their 
elders m thow expeditions for the commission of 
Inghway tobbery or dacoity, In wandeung fom 
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village {o villige, Joghics utilize asses fo earry thei 
tents or pals; the packs of these are nsed as 10 .gptacles 
for stoumg oths obtained in predatory excursions, 
Asa, class, they ure dog funciers, and thew dogs are 
always branded wth emblomitie mirks a tree (the 
much revered nim), a scorpion, and so on. 

The mules are seantily clothed and are oasily 
idontified, as Joghios’ red waist cloths are in especial 
request. In pomt of physiquo they aro above the 
oulimuy cultivator and havo a finer cast of features. 


at 


CIIAPTER IV. 


. 
Yanapins. 


Tur Yanadi caste tiadition is that they were the 
aborigines of the wilds in the vicinity of the Pulicat 
Jake, whore they fished and hunted at will till they 
became ecnslaved by the Reddies. They are to be 
found principally in the Godavari, Kistna, Nellore and 
parts of the North Arcot and Cuddapah districts. 
Yanadies appear to have held the same position 
in Redd: families formerly as Kasas and Dasis do to 
this day in zommdaii families of the Razi, Velama 
and Kamawa castes. The head of tho tribe lives at 
Sriharikota on the borders of the Puhcat lake, whee 
attempts have been made by Government to reclaim 
theso people from the state of barbarism, in which, 
previous to 1835, they lived : dwelling in jungles, they 
lived on fruits, roots and other jungle produce, and 
wero rarely seen. 
There are three divisions of Yanadies, viz., 
(1) Redd: Yanadies, 
(2) Challa or Garappa or Chatla Yanadies, and 
(3) Adavi Yanadies 
Tho Reddi Yanadies are a settled class, employed 
chiefly .s cooks by Panta Reddios, aud have no 
intercomse with the Challa and Adavi Yanadies, who 
are looked upon as outcastes. These latter hold an 
unportant place among tho ermminals of the northoin 
districts. 
Tho wild Adaz2 Yanadios of the present day mo 
houseless wandeicrs, who do not take the trouble to 
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put tp even fempoimy or moveable sheds, but content 
themselves with the shelter aflorded by shrybs ticd 
together. They aio true nomads Tho “ Challe” 
Yanadies (also called “ Gaappu” or dry land or 
“Chala” tree Yanadios) live in huts on the out- 
shirts of villages and pick up a precarious livelihood 
by collecting forest produce, snaing anl hunting 
game aud doing odd jobs for villagers. They mo 
seaicely to be distinguished fiom the Adavi Yanadi 
until a prolonged residence in the neighbourhood of 
one village arouses sufficient sympathy with them to 
amohorale thar lot to a ceitain oxtont, when crime 
becomes no longer an absolute necessity. The 
“ Adayi” Yanadi ont of the Nellore district is an 
hoeditary and professional burglar, who his no cthor 
occupation. We has beon fownd {o bo wreelaimablo. 

Tho Reddi ud Chall. Yanadtes ae 0 nployod oo- 
casionally as kavilgas (villigo watchers) m the Kistna 
and God tvan disticis, where Chey possess the qualfi- 
eation of having beon, or st Il being, biuglas: they 
aio mostly settled, but fow of them hold lands, Thoir 
lnanguago is a conrupt form of Tolugu; thoir typo of 
fenttnes is Mongolian, biowd about the chook bones, 
which me more or less proninent, with a pointed 
chin, a shght moustacho, no whiskers, and a scanty 
stingeling beard over the lovepart of the chin. Tho 
womon mo tolerably well featured, but have a wild, 
timid, shrinking look. 

Tho practice of employing Yanadtes as kavilgars 
(watchors) is boing discomaged, and many will pio- 
bably take to nomadism fot a time. * 
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In the upland tatuks of the Goddyan and Vizaga- 
patam districts and in the south of the Ganjam district 
thore are a fow scattered gangs of Yanadies called 
Nak? ala Vendle from then snaring and eating jackals. 
They call themselves ‘*Tupti Yanadies,” but they 
aro not acknowledged by thew southern confreres, 
though their mannors and customs aie identical with 
those of the Adavi Yanadies. The head-quarters of 
these ‘* Nakkala Vandlu’ is the Palhonda taluk of 
the Vizagapatam district. They aro less darmg 
thioves than tho Southem Yanadics and are mfero. 
to them in physique. 

Somo of the immigrant Yanadics of the Kistna 
district aro ongaged as ploughmon, but either because 
thay were seomingly engaged for the purpose, o be- 
cause they have subsequently coirupted ther masters, 
this is in most cases only their ostensible omployment 
thoir reul occupation boing burglary, the procceds of 
which are recorved and disposed of by thor masters, 
It is noticed that Yanadi ploughmen aro, as a iule, 
better off than others followmg the same occupation. 
Dacoity and Inghway robbery are committed by them 
in an organized manner and occasionally great violence 
ig used, Sheep and goat lifting by stealth or with 
violonce is a favomite crime of tho “scttled ” 
Yanadios, and recent investigations have shown that 
Yanadies join with Erukalas in tho commission of 
crimes with yiolenco which formerly were mainly 
attributed to the Erukalas, and not unfrequently do 
they disguise themselves as Erukalas in oder to 
thiow suspicion on that class. 
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Among the sotiled Yanadies the men are able to 
gathor mlormation without attracting attentjon, by 
visits to thet, relations among, the kavilgars, who aro 
always wi ling and able to afford tho required intor- 
malivo, The women are not oipluyed fo. tlus pur- 
pose, but ae useful im the disposal o stolen property. 
At dusk they go round on thei beggimg tours selling 
mats, which they mako, and take the opportunity of 
ax pping a word to the women of cheap things for 
sals, and the temptation 14 scldom rosisted ; stolen. 
property is also eanied im their marketing baskets 
to tho village grocer, the Komati. Among the wild 
(A lavi) Yauadies, worion aro told off to acquire infor. 
mation whilo begging, but they chiefly rely on the 
liquor shopkocpers tor news which may be turned to 
uselul reeount. 

Yanadies have no tribal marks or party badgos, 
nor hayo they symbols of 1 wk or station among them. 
Tho huts of the settled classes aro similar 11 ecuslruc- 
tim to thoso of othet nomads, viz, a framo work of 
bamboos bent into an arch forming an onhance of 
about 2 foot squavo ; this is covercd with somo thitch- 
ing material, grass, millot stalks and the hke; thew 
huls are not however so well constiucted as those of 
the Kmavaras, Joghics and Domiyas, boing of 1 much 
rougher make. (Sco noley on Koravars, Joghios and 
Dombaras). Their household gods aro few an | of the 
rudest. Tlesh is eaten by them with tho oxcoption of 
becf, and gamo, under which catogory thoy include 
rats, iguonas and the 1 ke, is much approciated, 

The betrothal and maniage eeromonigs aro very 
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primitive and take place at the bridegroom’s house and 
not, as-usual among Indus, at the birde’s, When the 
ceremonies are completed—the guests well refreshed 
with food and drmk—the happy couple arc bathed, 
smeared with saffron, and diessed in new cloths, and a 
leaf (usually betel) is thon folded small and tied to their 
yight wrists. This is a relic of the “ankanan” or 
talisman tied on with many mantrams to absolve the 
wearer from the necessity of punfication from defile- 
ment occasioned by tiavels and the like. This talis- 
man is removed on the third day after the marriage is 
consummated, Brahmans never officiate at their cerc- 
monies. The post of officiating priest is held by the 
bride’s maternal uncle xf there be one « for the nonce, he 
invests himself with the “ zandhyam” or sacred thread, 
marks his forehead horizontally with ashes and a dot 
of red ochie (the maik of the Sarvite). THe decides 
the auspicious hour, and, being ignorant of astrology, 
detcimines it by fixing an arrow, or an imitation 
made out of the screwpine, perpendicularly in the 
ground, and watching carefully till the shadow dis- 
appears, The important moment has then arrived 
and the tali is tied. The custom of using an anow is 
said to be symbolical of theix hunting proclivities, 
Among the wild (Adavi) Yanadies these ceremonies 
are not observed. When a man and a maid, wife or 
widow, agiee to live together, they do so, and are 
yveccived as man and wife. Polygamy is allowed, as 
also widow remarriige. Divorces are easily obtained, 
and desertion of a wife is not punishable by the caste. 
Children dre nover called after any living relative, 
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bul after some family god o goddess, thoir favourite 
deitics being Kalen, Kamaluma and Nagamangu, tho 
latter being espocially held in reverouce by women as 
tho “snake goddess.” Cloths of a peentiar pa torn, gnid 
to be beloved of these deities, ato always worn by the 
women during pregnancy. Ankamma, Polcramma 
(the villago goddess of agriculture) and other dcitios 
nro woishipped. 

Excepting the hoeditary head of tho caste at 
Srihaikota, whose influence is said to have hoon gicat 
at ono timo, but whose office now is moicly honorary, 
there aro no permanent office beers in the caste. 
Tho elders are looked tpon as natural Icaders and 
authorities. Thore is not imuch soviubility or con- 
viviality among Yanadics as a raco except among the 
wild classes alter successiul forays; on such occasions 
tho women deck themselves out in gaudy attire with 
stolon cloths and jowels and tho gang gives itself up 
to foasting. As a iuce thoy are, like most criminal 
classes, much addioled to liquor; tho wild Y nadios 
ospecially being on tums ol friendyinp with the 
vonidois of ariack and toddy. This, however, doos 
not provent their helping themselves to toddy from 
the palms, ‘he vendors do not complam, for thoir 
taado ia bartering toddy for stolon goods is too Incra- 
tive to bo lightly intorferod with. Ttis these licensod 
vendors who cator for the wild Yanadies by carzying 
provisions to thom in thei haunts. 

Yanadics possess considmable knowledge of the 
medicinal propertics of 10018 and herbs, and aro said 
to be successful in tho treatment of certain discasos. 
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An iron implement called tho “ Sikkaloo kdl” 1s kept 
by thom ostensibly for the purpose of diggmg these 
roots, but it is really the jemmy and used in the 
commission of burglary. When found with it, the 
excuse they give 1s that it is for the purposo of digging 
roots. It 1s an ordinary iron tool pointed at both 
ends, one end being fitted m a wooden handle. With 
this they can dig through a wall noiselessly and 
quickly, and many houses axe thus broken inte in one 
night until a good loot is obtained. ILousebreakings 
are usually committed durmg the first quartor of the 
moon, Yanadies confess thei: own crimes readily, but 
will nover umplicate an accomplice. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Lumpinins—Sue@al irs. 


Luandtvr 3, also called Ban\jérics, Brinjaig and 
Géhurs, They are supposed to take thoir origin from 
Vali and Sugriva. The legond 1s this .—Thoro wore 
two brothers, Méta and Méla, descondants of Sugriva. 
Mola had no wsno, so being an adept in gymnastic 
foats, ho wont with his wifo Radha and exhibited his 
skill at “ Rathanatch ? bofore three rajahs, hey wore 
so taken with Méle’s slall and tho graco amd beauty 
of Radha and her playing of the “nagara” or dium, 
that they asked what they could do for thom. Méla 
asked cach of the rajuls fora boy that ho might 
adopt him as his son. ‘This request was accorded, 
and Méla adopted threo boys. Their names wae 
Chayia, Lohia Panchar aud Ritfide. These thice boys, 
in cowdso of ime, grow up and wero married, und the 
following gonculogical (roc shows thoir issue *— 


Mato > Mah 
ND co lngwelibw, Pen ee So 4) 
Giro and Marwads, Chivia, Lolin Pan hor Rapido. 
Bix hora vee Awclve sonk viz Soven song vid. 
Deagonderts of | 1 Korte L darabale 1 Dhecokya (Blue 
thearlato oo! 2 Kx Ith, 2 Vislavuth yw 
rancolG &4 8B M me 3 Vaclot 2 Mc om (Mun 
von as hon] & Sitwvitt 4 Anyeth vactha). 
Praameits & Daltye reY pouval 3 Mc owhat (Mc oe 
© Rivlyn 8 16bwul « aln) 
7 fh 4 Buoth (Ghots 
8 Tua un RY tide). 
9 Ayoh BoA th 
LO Hyot > 0 A iacth 
Uo Bamacy ta 7 Satoth 
2 G@nm 


wi vbwr nsw neler - 


ar thon eb om 


LUMBADIES—SUGALIES. 29 


From Bheckya, the eldest son of Rétide, started the 
clan known as tho Bhutyas, and from this clan three 
minor sub-diyisions as the Maigavuth, Kurumtoths 


and Kolas, thus :—- 
Bhookya (Bhutyas) 





Dhongria. ‘Lhaithe. 
1 
Maga Khamdir Mailsee, Malaisea, 
eight sons six gona 
Six sons, viz. Beven gong, viz. ye 
n& 1 Kniamsee. 1 Kata 
2 Agasr 2 Pansee 2 Kola 
8 Dinga 8 Pathalses 8. Modraicha, 
4 Lakeha 4 Dawvsee 4 Ratia 
5 Waja 5 Oodseo 5. Kokraicha, 
6 Jemma 6 Ramseo 6 Maple 
with the gotzam name 7 Daronseo 7 Assoloth. 
Maigavuth. with the gotram name 8 Ramuya 
Kurumtoth. 9. Daluma 
10. Sudmuths 
11, Padan 
12 Jalpath, 


on } Unknown. 


with the gotiam name 
Koles, 


These threo golrams are known under the main 
head of “ Bhutyas”; thoy consider themselyes one 
clan, and will not intermarry. 

Another main division of the Lumbddi caste is the 
“ Védithyd ” or Northern division. They are chiefly 
to be found in His Highness the Nizam’s dominions, 

This class is divided into twelve families, vi~— 


1, Badha. §, dla. 9, Ajmaira, 
2. Bhéda. 6. Konisi. 10. Thaira, 
3. Lakha. 7. Dhara. 11. Maia. 


4 Lana, 8. Ghooigal 12, Unknown, 
The Chavan, Punchar and Vadathyd gotrams inter- 
many with the Bhutyas: the VAddthy4 gotram was 
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in the days of yore on terms of deadly feud with the 
Bhutyas, but this has beon worn off by tho kindly 
hand of time. Tho Bluty.s form tho principal clan 
among the Lumbddics and move about with large 
droves of pack bullocks through the Ceded Districts, 
occasionally visiting the southorn districts. Thoy 
wero formerly the carmers of the country, but, since 
the introduction of railways, then trade has beon 
ruined, and many havo betaken themselves to agri- 
oultwal pursuity, Sa Cuddapah district numbers 
have sottled down and hold land on puttvh and live 
in respeetablo houses, but as a class they are essentially 
nomads, The tribes inhabiting tho Nizam’s dominions 
aro thoso chiofly addicted toorimos of a grave naturc— 
moro especially dacoity—and, up to quite a 1ecomt dato, 
organized bands of theso depredators we1o in the habit 
of crossing tho frontior over the Tungabadia rivor and 
committing serious dacoities in the Kistna and Kurnool 
distruiots, 

Hach tribe is divided into clins or taudas with 
aheadman, styled the Naik, whose authority over the 
gnng is complote, and with him rosts the organization 
of gang crimo. 

Thoir languago, which thoy call Landa, is a corrupt 
Mabmita mixed with Uindustani; thoy also spoak 
Canarove and Telugu. 

In the social soulo thoy are inforior to Kapi’s, 
but supovior to Yanadios, Linkalas ond Wndders. 

Tho mon are fine muscular tellows capable of 
enduring long and fatiguing marches. how’ ordi- 
navy dross is tho “dhoty” with short trofisors, and 


LUMRA DIES —SUCALIES 81 


frequently gaudy turLans and caps, in which on festive 
occasions they indulge. They also affect a considerable 
amount of jowellery. 

The women aie, as a rule, comely, and above the 
average height of women of the country. They are 
easily identified by their dress and the profusion of 
jewels thoy wear. 

Their costume is the “lainga”’ or gown of Karwar 
cloth, red or green, with a quantity of embroidery, 
The chola or bodice, with embroidery in the front and 
on the shoulders, covers the bosom and is tied by vaiie- 
gated cords at the back, the ends of the cords being 
ornamented with cowries and beads; a covering cloth 
of Karwar cloth, with embroidery, is fastened in at 
the waist and hangs at the side with a quantity of 
tassels and strings of cowries, 

Their jewels ave very numerous and include strings 
of beads of 10 or 20 rows with a cowric as a pendant 
called tho “ cheed” threaded on horse haw, a silver 
“hasal” (necklace), a sign of marriage equivalent to 
the tali. 

Brass or horn bracelots, 10 to 12 in number, 
extending to the elbow on either arm with a“ guzeia”’ 
or pieco of embroidorad silk, | inch wide, tied to the 
right wrist. s 

Anklets of ivory or horn me only worn by married 
women; they are removed on the death of the 
husband. 

“ Pachala” or silk embroidery adorned with 
tassels and cowries is also worn as an anklot by all 
women. = * 
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Their other jowols mo “ mukaram” or nose 
ornanout, a silver “ kane” or pendant from the uppor 
put of the car attached to a silver chain which hangs 
to tho shoulder, and 2 profusion of silver, brass and 
load rings. 

Their hau is, in the case of wmarricd women, 
unadorned, bionghé wp and ticd in a knot at the top 
of tho head; with maricd women it is fastened, in 
like manner, with a cowry or a brass button, and heavy 
pendants or “ gujuris” are fastened at the templos, 
This latter is an essential sign of marriage; and. ils 
absence i¢ a sign of widowhood. 

Uulike the “ Lubhans” or “ Lumbhduas,” who 
are closaly allied to tho Lumbddios, as taking their 
descent from Méta the elder bother, the mon do not 
wear head foathers on festive occasions, 

Lunbidi womon whon carrying water aye fasti- 
dious in the adornmont of tho pad which is placod 
on thow heads culled the “gala.” ‘They cover it with 
cowries and attach (0 if an ombroide ed cloth callod 
& Phil,” ornamontod with tassels and cowrios. 

Tannbddies aro not admittod into village commu- 
nities and sociotios, but livo separately as far from 
villagos ay posstblo, the reason givon being that it is 
moro convemont for hording thoir droves of cattlo. 
Pol tents or pals arc made of stont coarse oloth 
fastoned with ropes; in moving camp, those habitations 
avo cartied with their goods and chattels on thoir pack 
bullocks ; they seldom make long marchos exoopt 
whon on predatory excursions. 

Formorly, dacoitios by Lumbddies ‘were com- 
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mitted on the most extensive scale, and even to a 
recent date instances of lage organized dacoities have 
ocewned in tho Ceded Districts ; but they confine 
themselves principally to dacoities on a smal scale on 
highways and in houses im isolated hamlets, cattle 
lifting and occasionally to giain thefts. 

Burglary is not attempted by them, which is a 
matter of congratulation, for the maxim “ nothing 
succeeds like success” would be adopted by them, 
and, being as a class fearless, they would prove a 
formidable addition to the many classes of criminals 
who now look on burglay as an easy and certain 
means of livelihood. 

They are clever hordsmen and are frequently om- 
ployed by villagers to tend their cattle ; in this way, 
and from friendly lhquor-vendois, much mformation 
is gained a3 tu itinerant parties : before proceeding 
on one of their excursions, the men selected by the 
Naik move from the oncampment, not unfrequently 
accompanied by thew women, who ae as inter. 
ested mm the sucecss of the expodition as the men 
thomsclyos, Arrived at the sccue of the enterprise 
thoy invoke the goddess ‘ Diga” or “ Durgamma ;” 
a representation of this deity they have engraved 
onasilver plate, whch is m the keeping of tha nak 
of the fanda, During this ceremony of invoking tho 
good will of Durga, e favourable omen is anxiously 
looked foi ; rf the omen is considered unfavourable, 
the expedition is abandoned for a time. Another 
interesting custom obsc. ved by thom before proceeding 
on a piedatory excuision may be given; a token, * 
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usu uly a leaf, 18 seerelcd in some hidden pluco bofore 
proceeding to myoke Durga; the “Dirgamma yr jai,” 
cno of thou own class, who weary tho samed thread 
and is invested with his sucred offiee by reason of his 
powo.s ol divi uation, ghts a fire, and calang on the 
goddoss for ad, ticads tho fre out and names tho 
token Iudden by the partly; his word 13 considored 
an oracle, and the pujai pomts out tho dircetion tho 
party is to tako. 

Thow favonablo and unfavourable signs are the 
sme is those belioved in by most criminal classes: a 
fow may be given— 

(1) A crow flying across their path from left 
to right is good. 

(2) A snake soen moving across then path 
from loft 1o right is good. 

(3) An antelopo bounding from loft to right 
is good. 

(4) A erow flying fiom right to loft is indica- 
t v6 of great success, 

(5) A oluld pulling the cloth of one of the 
party before ho sots out is bud. 

(0) A jackal seen crossing thor path from left 
to right is bad. 

a(7) An owl hooting to tho lolt is very unprow 

pitious, 

Lumbidios have their receiyors of stolen pro- 
porly anong all sorts and conditions of mon, but 
putioularly liquor shop-keepers, coppersmiths, the 
peculant Komati, and not unfrequently, as is the 
‘ease with many othe: predatory tibes, + Mage head- 
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mon, who 1eap a ich harvest in their dealings with 
their loss favoured brethren among the crimimal classes. 
Identifiable property 1s not brought to the encamp- 
ment, but is buried in convenient places im the sandy 
beds of ravines. They are expert cattle lifters, and 
often annex large heids, but this is chiefly in wild and. 
unfrequented tracts, If questioned by an inquisitive 
passer-by, the answer they give is that the cattle 
belong to villagers who have sent out them to giaze 
under their care. After a lapse of time tho stolen 
cattle are| disposed of singly or m pars at distant 
cattle fairs, 

The naik or hcadman of the gang takes an active 
part in the commission of crime and 1eceives two 
shares of the spoil in tho division. In the event of 
the gang or a portion of it being convicted, the naik 
is .esponsible for the welfare of the families of the 
unfortunate ; should tho naik also happen to be un- 
fortunate, an acting shan is chosen as his successor, 
and upon nm devolve all the rights, privileges and 
rosponsibilitics of the office. 

In committing crimes as before specified, viz, 
dacoity, &¢., Lumbddies are invariably armed with 
sickles (‘ gandkattios”), sticks (gadées), and, if re- 
sistance is offored, uso considerable violencd: the 
women have been known to take a leading part in 
dacoitics and to beat off an attack by villagers on 
a gang of Lumbddios engaged im a serious village 
dacoity. 

The customs observed at betrothals and marriages 
ave primitive, and the marriage tie 13 easily dissolved. 
The average price paid for a Lumbédi bride is 41 
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f. naims, or approxmately five rupees, and Jour bulls, 
No womon of tle bridegroon’s clan accompiny the 
men on the visit to the Inide’s clan on the occasion 
of the woddiug, and duriig tho festival the womon 
of tho In de’s clan form the ,uud of the tind, the 
mou boing ustully hopelessly intoxicuted. When tho 
marnage is completed, the bride's falher presonts hor 
with ton changes of 2timent and a young bull with 
pook saddlos; hor trousseau is thei complete. ‘The 
ceremony is performed by a Dhat or bard of tho tribe. 

Linnbd ties aro allowed to marry womon of othor 
castes which are not like the Midigiw, Malas, &e., in- 
forior in tho social sealo to theiy own; but the offspring 
of such marriages, or their deseondcats, will not be 
considered tue Lumtbridies of the gotram till aftor the 
third geveration, Infant marriage ia owed bat 
little practised, and widow rom mnago freely permitted, 

Oaths mide are hcld to bo most binding, and it 
is said that formaly ov pra tico of ordeal by tho 
wes provalont among tho tbe to prove mnovence : 
instances of this of late years have occured proving 
tho existence of the custom, 

The ofhco of priest or Dhat is hereditary; ho visits, 
or is said to visil, cach tanda orcoe in opht or ten 
yons,*and domands contributions as ho gocs along : 
jis hond-q tarters is on tho Natiaymul ai bUy ol the 
Karncol district, bat his power “4 purvoly nominal. 
The Naik or heatman of oach funda is the real 
authorilative head’ ho it is who sottlod casto disputes, 
levios fines, &o., while tho local Durgammea pujari” 
is the sphitual head. . 

Asa olass, thoy are particularly fond of musie and 
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dancing, and the men and womon jom together in 
revels: thow musical mstiument is the “Nagaa” or 
dhole, a kind of drum; on this they play monotonous 
accompaniments to thou tustorical songs, the subject 
of which chiefly relates to the fights of their ancestors 
over cattle Liceding and of Rama’s aud Lutchma’s 
valor as narrated m the Ramayanam. 

The following evidence given by a member of a 
notorious gang of Lumbddi dacoits, which was suceess- 
fully broken up in Mysoro in 1884, is interesting as 
showing the organized manner in which dacoities are 
planned and carried out by thom, I give 16 in his 
own words —~ 

“T was near Raidmga befoe the famine and 
bolonged to Peru Naik's tanda. Dunmng the famme, 
that is to say six or seven years ago, we cane to 
Mysoro and stopped near Shicarpur, With us tho 
members of anothor tanda which was led by Bhann, 
also camo and oucamped near us mn Shicarpur. Bhojya 
was thon in Bhann’s tanda‘ grain becamo dear and 
there was no fodder for cattle near Raidurga, and we, 
therofore, came and stopped for about a month near 
Shicarpar. In my tanda thore were about 15 or 16 
mon. In Bhann’s tanda also there were about 15 or 
20 men. Those 16 men belonging to our tandag wore 
convicted and imprisoned fo. committing a dacoity 
in a washerman’s house there, I do not know the 
namo of the village, but it was further to the north 
and in the direction of Shicarpur Thence we left 
that place, and after having boon fora month ina place 
called Mayigond, we came and encamped near Gora- 


38 CHAPTER I 


ramuddar in Chellakere taluk. Bhann’s ta ida did uot 
accompmy us, A month after our encampmg wm 
Gorasumuddar, Loma Nak and Valu Naik eamo with 
their tandas and eneamped there, tho former with 40 
ana the latter wo wocthet mauber of mow Leasing 
that camp agam, we cune to a place near Kadarpall 
in Chellakeve taluk and enenmped there. Thenco 
again we sont away om tandas to Budipura in the 
Ueviyur taluk and 15 or 20 of us wont away to 
comnut robbories towards Nonampully and Amarapur 
in Her Majesty’s tenitories Within two or throo days 
they joined the encampment m Loriyur, I did not 
go. Dongriya, Baly, Ramdos, Lakkya, Bada Somla, 
Kala Josya, Koemya and others had all gone for that 
exausion Thenee we came and setiled near Dinda- 
var, Loaving the tandas there, a party wont towards 
Bellave of the Tumkur distret, and after. committing 
dacoities in two places returued within two o1 theo 
days, 1 did not accompany that raid uso. Theneo 
wo went near ILuhyar To mean the tanda was 
ronoved, We stopped there a mouth and then wo 
wont to Tiptuy Time for oxewsion only, A party 
wont, T did not go even there. There somo cartinen 
and others wore robbed. ‘Thence we removed the 
fandasto a stream on the other side of Iosadiug. 
Thao i a kanave called Bhutepanna Kanavo near 
Iuliya. T had gono ont for that raid, hero we 
committod a dacvity, and again at Arsmangundi, 
Thon again we changed our tanda to Lokatolalu. Wo 
ft owr tanda hore and a party went away towards 
Kanakatto, Thore wo committed a dacofiy. IT was 
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then present, Then we plundered on the other side 
of Nagpuree, From there we went towards Duddu 
of the Hassan district. There is a road there from 
Tiptur, and im that cross road we plundered about 16 
or 20 carts. Fram these iaids we returned home ta 
our tandas. Then we changed our camp again to 
Kandwadi and ourselves went towards Berur and 
there attacked and plundored the marriage party. We 
returned from there, Thence we wont away towards 
Bhaiamsaga: near Vijiyapur. Leaving our tanda 
there, wo went towards Tiptur. I did not go. A 
party had gone. Thence we went straight towards 
Huliyar—I mean we took our tanda there Leaving 
the tanda there a party went towards the Sibi temple 
and there committed some plunders. I bad not gone. 
Thence we returned home and once more went towards 
Amarapur and committed some dacoities. I was one 
of the party then. There the tandas separated Homa 
Naik’s tanda quarrelled with us and went and en- 
camped near Bharamsagar near Chellakere My own 
and that of Valu Naik wont away to the other side of 
Tuliyar and there encamped. Homa Naik’s tanda 
people robbed some people at Kyatekore near Chital- 
droog. The Sirear people came to our tanda in 
connection with that occurrence, and we (both the 
tandas) 1an away from there towards Munduge in 
Dharwar. There we stopped away. While we were 
there we committod two raids on Mysore. I had come 
once, Tt was at Kudlige and on another occasion near 
Tlarpanhalli. We had not come to Mysore. Cartmen 
were robbed there. In one of those raids one of our 
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men by nune Ramchand was killed. After this we 
wenl awiy towards Gayudragadu and thence to 
Golluck Mimdugi ‘There we stopped for three or 
fon mouths and did not comm t any robbeics, We 
had gono to hno ow bullacks twice mm thrice 
Moanwhile one Toadi (a woman) b ought news that 
Homa Naik’s purty were nea Gatti, having run away 
fiom Bharaunsagar. Shortly after Ramdas, Jayaram, 
Aimya not in comt, and Nandya now deceased of 
Toma Nark’s {anda came fo us | There they told us 
that Gola Naik had been cupht at Cl italdioog, that 
tomo hid run uvay towards Gooti, and that they camo 
running there Jerving then famiics new Kurnool. 
Ramdas offered to Peru Naik that if he gavo him 
JU rupees he would brmg Loma Nar'’s party and 
that they might then go somewhere for ecmmitting 
robbames, Within 15 or 20 days he retuned with 
ull of Mo na Naik’s tanda, and there we all assembled. 
together, Wo werd all tiae for e'ght or ton days, 
during which {mo tL the let lors eonspued to Caminit 
frosh raids is thur eutle and all property iad been 
tuker by the Sircat people and we started towards the 
Maulmd = But beforo Gus we of Peru Nuik’s tande 
lad gone towards Gud kote and (herve comnuttcd sore 
robbesies. ‘Thoro was Teta Niik?’s tanda there, and 
four or five of us came there, Peau Naik, uryscl, 
Tammaik, © Somli My own younger brother is Peru 
Nak and hs mariiige had to bo confineted. Sola 
Nuk said that the Sircar people were in ow pursuit 
and that no marriygo was then possible. Ie said that 
if we camo to the Mulnad he knew some Teg, ides’ 
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houses there which he said mght be plundered and 
that the marmage might also be celomated there. 
Hema Naik was sent for and he agreed to send Ins 
party. As agreod wo of the threo tandas, that is to 
suy of Peru Naik, Vala Naik aud Tema Naik, came 
towards Mulnad. That is to say, we left our tandas 
near Bommenhalh and ouisclyes went on an excur- 
sion 10 Mulnad, Straightways we went to Shicarpur. 
There in the jungle some of our people were in 
advanco and others wore seated under a tamarind tree. 
When three Brahmans were seen coming towards us. 
They were riding on ponies. They saw some of us 
and came towards us calling out ‘robbers;” we 
were about 30 or 40 people. I too was present, A 
consultation was held, and it was decided that if we 
lot theso Brahmans go, they would go and raise an 
alarm, and that our programme to commit depredations 
in Mulnad would be spoiled, and that, thereforo, all 
the throe should be Inlled. Scven or eight persons 
went and beat them. One of these party (I mean of 
our own) had a gandkatti, a swoid, and some clubs, 
The threo Brahmans were beaten with them and lulled, 
Tulyya, Ratnya and Chandya Valya, not hero, stiuck 
them dead. Tuljya had tho swad, Valya had the 
kmfe and the others had clubs. Tho others also had 
surrounded them, but it was theso four that cut and 
hacked the bodics. Thonce we went siraight on to 
Ttankuppa. In tho jungle thore were loft all tho 
people. Poru Naik, Jaganya, Kala and Somla went 
and brought nme men of Tota Naik’s party including 
Tota Naik’ Then near Hartkuppa some women and 
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others wore coming m a cart which we attackod and 
plundered, 1 was present then. Then we wont away 
towards Maddomkoppa in (ho Shimoga road, Su that 
road three or four Brahmans weio coming along walk- 
mg. Then a ent and sumo thico horsemen camo; also 
a bulloc’c man: all these mca were robbed, and wo. 
went away into the jungles towards Kumsi. There 
we stopped for mid-day im the jungle and Tote Naik 
brought news of tho1isal (treastuy) cart. We all wont 
there, suronnded and attacked the cart and plundaed 
tho contents. Wo found tho risal money in if, which 
wo carric L away towards Shieupur. Thence we went 
to Bommenahalli in the Dhawar district. hero wo 
had our gattlo on which we canied rico. Wo con- 
ccalod tho monoy in 1ico bags and went away to 
Surapur. Thore we united with tho other tandas pnd 
wou all together. Tho plunder was thon distiibutod 
and tho money was pad away according to each mans 
share; cach an gob 300 rupecs. Valva and Muljya 
took # hundiod rupees more than others, "hese tandag 
wore sxoparated at Sapur near Smapur, There wore 
many people in all tho throo tandas. Wo thought 
poople’s alaim will bo raised and attention directed to 
our mumbor. So wo separated, Pern Nark’s tanda 
wont Myay on ono sido and the other two taudas of 
Vala and Woma went onthe othor. Tota Naik tmned 
away fiom Shiempm. Thoro we stoped away and 
the Sircar people seized us thero. This is all my 
story, Wo wo1e brought thenco to Shimoga, and T 
am hee. Tota Nak, his son Oamla, Jatiya, his 
sons Kanya aud Anandya, Bhogya Chinyh, [utchya 
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Sandya were the men of Tota Naik’s paty who 
joincd us from Mulnad ‘These were not present 
when the three Bishmans were killed, but jomed us 
after and were present during the ticasure dacoities, 
OF the prisoners m comt, none me of my tanda, that 
is to say of Peru Naik’s. Dongiiya, Mattraya, Bada 
Somla, Homla, Jesya, Kumya, Jurla, Mari, Naik, Hama 
belong to Valu Naik’s tanda and Valu Naik is himself 
the 12th prisoner. All these we1e present with us 
during our 1ads some were gomg for some and 
others for others, but all and evely one was talang 
part m the dacoities and living from the plundor 
which we used to got. Valu Naik was with us also, 
Tle docs not go out himsclf to commit 1obberies, but 
stays at homo. When the treasure dacoity took place 
we had left hin near Smwapur or Golluck Mundiigi, 
‘When om tandas wore in this country wo used to 
vemain in the tandas Te is the Naik of the tanda, 
andas such the head, ILe would himself take a share 
in all the spoil, send out his men, give dizections for 
the commission of robbetos and coneciting such 
measures. Of Ifema Nark’s tanda, there are Bada 
Balya, Ramdoss, Blukya, Ratnya, Tuljya, Jayaram, 
Lakkya, Ramuda, Kalya, Pekya, C. Somla and Bhojia 
nob im comt. When we first came into Mysote and 
joined oma Naik’s tanda, all theso mon woro there. 
All those men had come again with us fiom Smapur 
when we committed dacoitics in Mulnad. When we 
were all in Surapur when the distribution took place, 
all these mon wero there and took them shaes. But 
the mad fcHow Ramedu had not takon his. In fact 
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le did not tike pat in any of the duoittes, When 
wo of the thhee tandas had been umicd for t] ese raids, 
this Rimodu was nather (aking part in the robberies 
nor tiking shues im the plinda Ile wsod to beg 
from door fo door and live on abny — But headed to 
bo in the tanda, Ife is a Mother of Tuljya and 
Ramadas, but ho was not living with thon. Near 
Bhalappana Kanave about 15 or 20 cartmen were 
beaten, It was a party rotwning or goin, towards 
Chilaldroog. 14 was about daybreak when {hese were 
atlacked, Ido not know wiat the cats contained. 
Neu Arsmangundi also we attached and plundorod 
10 or 12 cuts. In tho former wo did not got much 
money; we got about 150 rupecs, Wo got also some 
othor clothes, &. In the over we gov aout 300 
rupees, Nour Kanakntt: if was all a pedestuian party 
going to markets, Noar Najpwe in Tirupulli hills 
wo plundered cutmen, Only a little menoy was 
found, but wo got about ton soors of silver ad Ul ree 
svors of gold, It was dirk when we commutted this, 
and [ eamot say whother there wore any women in 
tho puty. Noar Doodda nuothor podostiian party, 
or vathor two or throe patios retwwning from the 
bazaar, wore beaton and plundered. There m Ancho 
runnof was stopped. As he said he was Government 
servant wo lot him go. Tle was going to Tiptty. 
Pera was present and ho hada gun and kodle when 
the throo Brahmms wero killed near Naji Bhagi Pala. 
Pera took part in it and simok thom dead. Nouo of 
{hose Brahmins recognized Pora Naik. T was sick in 
Shicarpur, and in fact had gone away to Toma Naik’s 
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tanda in Raidrug. I do not know if my brother Pera 
Naik was going to cutchony in that dhobies’ dacoity. 
It was in Raidiug that I had head that my brother 
Lalla and my nephew Beemla had been imprisoned. 
‘When we came to Ulleverth: from Bharamsagar and 
before that Tema Naik had come over to us at 
Tlandvadi. We were giving him a share in the spoil 
and he took bis share of all the dacoities. When we 
were in Ulleveithi he had come on two or three 
occasions. In such Chor tandas Naiks take two 
shares, while the others take only one. They are the 
leaders and big men and have to be watchful of both 
the good and evil fiom the Sircar people. This is the 
recognized usage. All these three Naiks, viz, Peru 
Nak, Valu Naik and Hema Naik, uscd to icccive 
two shares from the very commencoment. Homa 
Naik’s people were with us, and itis our custom that 
this big Naik also should be given his shaic wherever 
ho might be. Homa Naik received 900 rupecs in 
connection with the treasury remittance. Io got it 
in Surapur. Cheta Somla was in Poia Naik’s house. 
He w a near relation of Hema Naik, being his 
nephew, and aftcr he left Pora Naik, ho joined his 
own unclo Tema Naik. Bhoja was with Bhann and 
he joined us after a fow ot our party had been im- 
prisoned in connection with the dhobi dacoity near 
Shicarpur.”” 
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[ora Va rs—Korachas— Hit tanas. 


Koravars 1S they are called in the southern districts 
ot tho presidency, or Korachas (Korehavandlu) or 
FBiukaks (Yorukalavandlu) in tho Tolugn districts, 
me essenti tly a erimmal race adopting davoity, high- 
way robbery, and burglary as a hereditary profos- 
sion ; aud it may be safely averted that in no class 
is crimo of this naturo more pystematically carried 


out. 

The word “Korava” is dorived from tho Tamil 
@ob (kmam) meaning pabnistyy or powers of divine 
ation, {rt no tdtng, The Telugu werd Enukala is 
devived from “Mrngu” hav ng an idontical meantng.* 


*bEorvowl nm d t wtoth ff Yuk la ory dual 
tub, Tub thore ua op ot corr ch Lowith ty rama ard tiny aan 
winh som to throw fat aight mtbr yp ostt . the mas das two 
fa sin lg oo, Yok venti Wily Bowa mt Cut il toto 
das d fro até Pinga ok wy, alto diy elaanc to t on bat nes 
tl yy was nilore Youalaluendte th fstype tet thie word as yp 
dertly acta yltr lek PYeu uk, 7 bata catch werd Thus avons to be 
wecqgme Ly Brown wd Wilor whocom vtac ht (Yor? aa tpicix 
pt iocanm wolw oh worl ow et aed Woea ig ve t Soweg 
rwoike im hn gloauy Yawk] va () Pim yiob Vy tor ravi. 
ved plik daakusendlt, md th seo thes omy ly tote l Yorkol- 
woalec, Youke ty Youlall ¢ Qisa 1a) : 

Diy acard toh cul | Konshowuleo ¥ ikclvanie Yerukods ind 
Youre dl , Vat to bo hnown ationg th me lve ws Kare’? ‘hoy a 
poxatl ty tho same who ippc 2k umong tho p wcitcal slayos in Kurg under tho 
nino of Yorrivanroo +¢ Unnivardl (’rolmea, or Yoyuu or Yorlan 
o Yorrklen (2) also spocifiod uming the gorvilo vives,of Kmg dhe 
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This tube seems to be allied to the Kykatecs of 
the Deccan and Central Prosinecs, whose habits and 
customs are identical ¢ 

The following are the divisions and sub-divisions 
of the Koravar class 


Main Division. 





A B Cc L D. 








1 Uppu Koravar — 1, Kavelkara 1, Thubbar Kora }1 Putchaykoo 


arty sal Korayar yt ssmu, bam | theo Kor weis— 

ano rir, Loo plants UT OF Y & , 
watchmou. ta too 
u, Knanvap Wu Ko nu Poonayhoo n_ Koodaykutt: 

raya @dh@ars Sav tuo Krwar Koayu 

or cr@Carny a Lpcoorin SB cat | gam euy, 

fagr loaf to ki las. baskot making 

fl vour uarica, ui Kron, 1 Ko- 

Beryeria honrgi LWM— GEER 


(5@) F4), a tan 





Yourke avin thig district (N More) s ate flat ther tabe namo is‘ Kine * 
also *K 16" nd Pink thery¢ n bono donlt th t tho yer? or yoru ” 
wrmoep¢ xvid tht “Kiua’? W sone’ Cr lovar ?1opreac its thoreal 
nenoofthe tubo ‘Toernee yor or yout with the’ hgi ona,’ 
ied, s ons qr ity aCunnglos tm Shtperhupstoconp red with =Yerveru’? 
moiticr toy Wiscn or wich s30ns moe pla1s ble to suppose to ho t10 
woul Yor kt '( wlio. w]e b en sud x ono desig intion of the tribe in 
Telug 1) co npo indcd with io rev tube namo *K urivind)i ‘ord Kola- 
yinlli’ whon according {1 a common tuphonie law im Telugn tho two 

k 6"? wold coaloseo ar 1 the wo d becorie Yauk calay undlu = Jhese ond 
* would ewily bo diopped and the word assume its common form 
*Yornkalayinil:’? I tive b on unalle to find that there me any tiadi- 
tons among these poople as to tie couny from which they camo one 
of tho n indignantly 1¢pudiated the notion of a Tam 1 o1gin, ‘The languago, 
however, and tho tubo nario‘ Ki1 a ' egem to me unmistakeably to pomt 
to the 1lontity of this tubo with tho well known Kuravar or Kouavar of 
all the Tami dhsiaicts + « (Mh Boswoll's Manual of the Nellore D strict.) 

t Seo Mujor Gunthorpe s Notes on Criminal Tr bes 
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Sub-Divisions, 


A B G D, 


1 Kived ore eg Kavil .. |] Kav‘cr ..) Kav tdi 


Bre yy POlO cadtior 
on tho she wldors 
w th offouigs lor a 
to nplo 

a, Wooyaloo—e. us 





awing 
mt Manobiidy Gin | Manobtdy .| Manchidy 6. Mantbidy 
uirg Bta ov si, 
nobility, { p a4ons 
ty sing bclovo the 
ods 
w Manikuti— Mamukuttr | Manmikutts 4. Maniilcuttr. 
Bi vot 5 AA 1 shoo 
y Sathupidi—gr sr | Sathuptdi ./ Sathupédi .,  Sathupéd 
gurg, fow 8 
jewols and — vost- 
mons fo dom an 
ulol 
vi Bundy—veorsg , 
cait, cu 


UT AYO HF a 





This classefioation of the Ke raya aus was adopled 
by Mi Stevenson, a D stitet bupo ntendcat of Police, 
who gave mich shudy to those people, Olkshoois of 
tho tribe, ea ling themselycs [na ot Thogamalai Kora- 
vars “dathi Pulu Koraves ad Pile curmg Korayars, 
are confined to the moro southern distiets, Numbers 
of tho Koravar class have become eduented and respect- 
able mombors of soowty ; they call thomselves Balijas 
or Naidoos and forsake thoir clans, 

Tho Kavadi and Wooyaloo clans do not intermarry, 
nor do tho membors of the other four clan’, viz., Manc- 
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bady, Mannkutti Sathupddi and Bandy, but they may 
marry m4to the Kavddi and Wooyaleo clans, 

They belong to the Satini or mixed class, and are 
said by Manu to take their origin from a Vaisya and 
a Brahmin or Ktshatria woman. 

Tho origin of the namcs of the sub divisions 18 
said to bo— 

Kavadi because they carry offerings to Peru. 
malswami at Tirupati, carmed on a pole. 
Wooyaloo—because they swing their offerings 

before the god Perumal. 
Manebddy—because they are deemed fit per- 
sons to sing before the god. 
Manrikutii—because they offer shoes to Peru- 
mal (a Hindu custom ). 
Sathupddi—because their chief ceremony is 
adorning the gods with jowels, flowers and 
vestments 
Bandy tLecause they assist at car feasts and 
drag the cars. 

These occupations are, however, purely legendary. 

Their language is one peculiar to themsclyes, and 
seems to be distinctly of a Tamil origin, they are, 
however, conversant with Tamil, Telugu and Canarese, 
which is spoken according to the locality they fxvour. 
A peculiarity im their speech is tho manner in which 
they clip ther words; they have slang expressions 
also which are porfectly unintelligible to the unini- 
tiated. 

The Uppu, Kurrevaipillai, Thubbai, Putchaykoo- 
thee and Koodaykulti Ko.avais are tho worst classes, 


50 CHAPIER VT 


and are {rue wandong tribes, nlesting all parts of 
tio presidency.* 

Thott habitations or gudisiys aro of two sorts: 
when in pormimont sot{lements, they have the low 
zound huts r0ofel with palmyia leaves plaited with 
nino strands, the ontrance being half elosed (ode 
plate IT); these mo seldom moved and hence the 
tam “somi-permancnt” is applied to them by tho 
polico; and when on tho march they uso small pals 
or tonts called “ Bishakolu gndisiy,” (frontispreee) 
which they movo with thei houschold gods on tho 
backs of asses. ‘heir encanpments are invariably 


* They grintse Ud Korn ua ued sid di to thica bnin Fos, One of 
thoso 1s chyy ly ong ge Lim tho tar Mic of nut for wh ch thoy g>im ban Is to the 
cousls to procure ant eury to bh 1 tror Ln Corntiy on Uhe bie ce of 
asses which thoy hue mee ¢ diovs and wlin they hive dsposed of 
thoavcugeos th ytdorlthel wisw th hes th of giinin gi dest ioquost 
onthe cert towhw hoyit anwith 1 Joss of tame, ‘Lhia ther who o 
hyd ue pontanbumat wile Gupl of acto tnt inany put of the 
Jud 

Triotilo of volrd oh fth Ka yisiathyr rity to of can 
pan is, weka bek teh ard cor hers tld ub waits of th ub sorb on 
bo ovo us aclu ok thy po ¢ omg uc nol Utotrw iodo 
wholbe@r ty t oy oe gl veenbefer cymet At £ then 
hve wads Hilts tara cent ot 1 f wovor Ta cow 3 fe tlish oon 6 
boil ml6n6 eligi: wah y witymu wifoartelntlrs , 
andst Hath naely 4 ficra the woud 

4 ogo vay bonds nov r thing of guy ug inyth ng for fitero wanta, but 
tponlove yday eb ayer er 8) mesticdd, Thoy must, theactoro 
hvo mg vow poverty ind wacn then word fala thom they havo no 
roxortcal t mdo,ging los 

Tho thad s cos of Kor v ia as gonorally known und 1 tho nime cf 
“Kal t Binhu’? cr robbera int udcol tho ¢ wlo ennpes) this ciate aro 
goncrilly thieves on Tapas ly pret sson a Lright of bnth ‘Tho dig. 
tinctim of ospy ions ir f cl ng b kergs to ths tiibo, tla indwiduils of 
whiohit co tists hive g leon acd to cnivory from th iriitincy ‘They 
aro instiuded rr nyotta baum vid tho only ut icy communicate to 
ther childion is thf ale ag diostly unless wo Cxcopt thi of bon ge 
pioratcd with agomdlo ar lwith a determi resclaticn to nde ovary 
sort of torturo iatho than to confiss tho robberies which 10 led to thoir 
ahiges Ly 
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on the outsknts of villages, dry rocky uplands beng 
usually selected ; women and cluldren are always to 
be seen with the gangs. 

The Salt and Kurruvarpilla: Koavars were, 
before the days of the railway, the salt merchants of 
Southern India, but undoubtedly went in largely for 
serious depredations, and weie the terror of the vil- 
lagers. This trade has, of necessity, suffered as the 
network of railways has spread over the country, 
but among some of the gangs their ancient calling is 
still adhered to, and salt is brought from the coast 
factouies to inland villages and exchanged for grain, 
which js conveyed to the coast and sold. 





Fu fiom being ashamed of their infamous profession, they oponly glory 
in it, and when they have nothmg to fem, they puthely boast, w ti tha 
gioatest complaccncy, of the dexterons 1obbe 1es they have committed at 
vanious tines dung the carser Some who have boon caught and 
woundcd in the act, or hive had thou nese and eus on perhips thon hand, 
cut off for the offence, oxhibit then loss with ostentation us a muk of thar 
intiopidity and those arc tho men who a.e genorally chosen to be the chiofs 
of the caste. 

T¢18 commonly in tho dord of tho mght thit thoy commit thoi depro- 
dations ‘Chon they enter the villages silontly leaving sontinels it the 
avonues, while othois seck out tho houses that may bo attacked with the 
Jeast dange: fof detection and ¥o make good thor entiy and pillage them 
This they effect without attempting to foice open the door, which would 
‘be a noisy opaation, but by qwotly cutting thiough the mud wall with a 
sharp nati umont go as to make an opoumg suftictontiy largo to pass though. 
Tho Kalja-Bantiu are so oxportin then species of robbory that im less than 
half an hom thoy will carry off arich liding of plundo: without bomg head 
1 suspacted ttl diy-light discloses the vuiny 

‘The Muhammadan princes havo always in thetr soivice a gical number 
of Ka}Ja-Banta 1, whom thoy employ in thon callng whieh ag that of plun 
doing fo. then mastos’ profit ‘Lhe last Musseimim pico who reigned 
am Mysore hnd a regular battalion of them on soryice in tame of wan, not 
fot the purpose of fighting im the field, but to prowl and infest the onomy 8 
eamp et mght stealing away tho horses and other nocossaii0s of tho officers, 
spiking the cannon and acting as spics §=They wore 1ewarded in propoiti n 
to the doxtority they displayed in thoao achievementa and in timo of peace 
thoy wore dospatched into the various states of neighbowing piinecs tu 1ob 
for tho benefit of their mastors, bosides dischns ging then oidinery duty of 
apios (Abbé Dubois’ Prople of India, pages 246, 237 ) 
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[ch ging or titda has a headmun or Nark, who 
ws selected by lot; ho w held in grat respect, and 
tho men will do mish to save Jim, going to the 
longth even of corlessiy fo a ermie that 10 may 
bo guilty of, Tlis word is law, aid his authonty 
absoluto, Should the Naik fall ill erimo will not be 
comnutted for a season’ an acting Naik, one who by 
reason of his darmg and skill, is selected, and ho pots 
a headman’s share; the reu lo dor, howevor, though 
taking no part in their adventinos, gots his Ll share 
of spol. Shoild a Naik bo iuntortunate and got im- 
prisoned, a smart manus chosen to act till the old 
loader 1otiuins to his devoted followers, On the death 
of a loader tho most oxpet of tho gang i4 appointed 
to the vacancy It19 tho duty of tho Naik to use 
every endeavour to obtrin the releaso of ono of Ins 
gang in tho event of any of them gotling into trouble, 
and conhibutions aro demiunded fom each momber 
of the gang. Koivms genoaly, whon going to 
commit a dacory, indul,e in a good deal of pros 
purations. hoy moot at x uim treo whore a symbol 
dedicated to “ Port mal is oreotod, and offer up 
to it gold ovins obtained altor a sores of succosstul 
oxpoditions, It is important to note that Kovavars 
ulways conver! thet spoil satu sovercigns,  Cupio uw 
Hhahonsy of toddy and arrack aro thon indulgod in 
and oocomuts broken at tho shrine of “ Porumal ” 
and the omens are considered; tha Naik deoidos 
whethor they mo favourable or not. hoy ascribo 
groat importance to these signa, a few inatancos may 
be given —~ 
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(1) Ifa lizard chirps in front of them, on the 
right side, or above them, 1t is lucky; if on other 
sides, it is unlucky. 

(2) If, when starting, one of their number 
sneozcs once, it is unlucky ; if oftener, lucky. 

(3) If, also, at the time of starting, they see 
a snake, 1t is lucky; but if it goes into a hole, it is 
unlucky, A dead snake 1s considered a most unpro- 
pitious sign. 

Ifall goes well, aud “ Perumalswami” assures 
them they will moot with success, they start and 
make forced marches, going considerable distances, 
sometimes as much as 50 miles in a night, They 
arm themselves with stout bamboos, slings, billhooks, 
spears and occasionally old rusty guns 

Highway dacoity on parties returning from 
weekly markots is a very favourite mode of crime; 
ono of tho gang gocs to the cart-siand disguised as 
a Palli, a rospectable ryot, and asccrtains who are 
jouinoying and what there is to be plundered. Ile 
travels with tho carts to the place where his com- 
rados havo met, gives tho sign before agreed on, 
and the attack is made: tho “ Pall” who is usually 
the Nark of the gang or a smart observant man, makes 
himself scarce to throw off suspicion. Ferce is 
usod should the slightest 1csistance be offocd, and 
not unfrequently the violence is such as to end 
in mmder. In toichlight dacoities the violence is 
always very great ; watchmen are attacked and Iniled, 
and women tieated in a most ruthless manner: m 
such cases the gang is usually from 20 to 50 men, 
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and a local jowdler o2 peculant Komati is the 
originator of the ventuie. Women frequently give 
tho roquired info metion ; under tho pretext of selling 
their “Tanne upillai? leaves and othor commoditiog 
or tolling fortunes, they collect the desued infoma- 
tion in then wa ives and impart tho knowledgo 
thus obtained to the men: the attack will probably 
be postponed till the gang has moved many miles 
from the village, and committed only when thew 
proscnce in the villago is forgotten, 

Korayars aro intimately aequiinted with the local 
Hmits of polies stations and junssdiction of dishics; 
omeamping on the borders of one distiieh they go 
long distances into the adjomung d’sbrict and recrogs 
tho border to their encan pment wilh great rapidity, 
In this munner thoy we frequently ablo to prove 
aliis, and loc tL headuen of villiuyes where somi- 
por inont Kor ivan gengs } we settled are very prone 
to ussist {hom with thom testimony to support the 
alibi. 

Their aliases aro numerous; they givo ono to the 
polico, one fo the commitling magistrato and anothor 
to tho Sessions Judge, It is quite iniposmblo to 
trace thom by their namos, and, oxeopt by idontifi~ 
ealiong it is difficult to prove previous convict’ons 
against them. Tho comectionship or rclationstip 
botwoon Koravar gangs is tomarkablo; neuly all tho 
notouous criminal gangs of Koravars thi oughout the 
districts of Notth and South Arcot, Cuddipah, Salom 
and Nelloro have been shown by imenns of the ging 
registers to be in sumo dogree related, and ul is a 
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remarkable and intoresting fact that members of these 
gangs have a common rondezvous, and penodically 
meet, The reason given by them for these wander- 
ings is that they go for the puipose of collocting 
“Kuruvazpillai”’ leaves; this, however, can only be 
an ostensible reason for the profits to be derived from 
the sale of this commodity are so small that they 
could not possibly subsist upon this alone. These 
meetings then can only be ascribed as a means of 
obtaiming and imparting information to each other, 
and m this manner a system of free masonry 1s kept 
up. It is also a noteworthy fact that members of 
different clans or gotrams, who in other matters have 
nothing in common with each other, unite in the com- 
mission of crime, and by the time the offence is repor- 
ted to the nearost. police station, the parties conceincd 
havo separated and the properly disposed of at one 
of tha large contres, 

As housebreakers Koravars are especially expert, 
and burglary is usually committed m tho following 
manner: the old men of the gang and the women 
are told off by the Naik to collect information in 
outlying villages; they take their commodities, which 
I will detail later, and afte: several days’ wandeungs 
yoturn 1o the tanda, having collected sufficient in 
formation to keep the gang employed. This is then 
communicated to the Naik, who invokes ‘ Porumal” 
to know if all is woll, and then men are detailed off 
in parties of from 3 to 6. Some aie usually left in 
the camp, Armed with sticks (bamboos), and should 
the distance be great taking a store of cooked food 
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with thom, thoy start on theit various enterprises, 
timing thoi arival at their destinations betweon 10 
pan and midnight. The instiument uscd iy called 
the © seloo kohi” ov “ géde Fold? vt is an iron im- 
ploment steel tipped and pointed at both ends, one 
end fitting into a handle; 26 varies in length, averaging 
about a foot long. This instrument is always offered 
by tho Naik to “Perumal” belore the party sets 
out, and his aid is invoked for tho success of tho 
undoitaking, ‘ho breach in the wall is usually made 
on a lovel with the latch or bolt of the door, and, like 
the Gudu Dasan Alagiries, they are always caroful to 
leave a fico oxit from tho house, burnt matches are 
also frequently found both inside and outside of the 
house, Vicpmations aro made for defeuco in the 
event of an attack, and if they are surprised or their 
rotreat is out off, they always show fight; thus thoso 
gang buiglaies Lrequontly dovolyo thompclves into 
house daco ties. A heap of stonos collected usually 
in tho buckyards invariably pots to Koavars, Ciain, 
Diass vessels and jowels avo cartied away; Lut sloopmg 
inm ites of the housos they novor toueh. 

Thoit code ot rules lor division of stolen pro- 
porty may bo considered just. The headman of tho 
mg Bolts two shares, cach of tho othors partaking in 
the vouture gotting one share ; the wives of comiados 
in jail gob 3 a shavo; tho old mon and thoxo who 
romain behind to look aflor the huts and porsonate 
thoso who havo gone out to commit crime get } 
share each, and 4 of the whole lot is sot aside for a 
genoral drink and jubilation, whou “ Perumal” is 
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again worshipped. Lxcept in caste disputes and the 
like Koravars seldom implicate another; but should 
such be the case, or one member of the clan be 
convicted upon false information given by another, 
the informer, or if he be dead, his children and 
giundchildren havo to give up all in their posses- 
sion to the unfortunate one on his retwin from jail. 

Confessions by Koravars are very rare, and if 
made are invariably retracted before the court or the 
magistrate trying the case. They appear to be well 
acquainted with the requirements of the law relating 
to confessions. 

The old men and women of the Uppu, Kuruvai- 
pullai, Kavalkara and Thubbai Koravais especially 
employ their time in making the following articles : 

(1) Date mats, 

(2) Twine and rope from yarious jungle fibres, 

(3) Rope nets, called uri (2-29) used by natives 
to keep pots containing ghee, milk, oil and the like; 
they are usually suspended from the roof, 

(4) Bamboo rattles. 

(5) Ropes used by natives to hang cloths 
called @arg.éeu.m (kodikairu). 

(6) Ropes for drawing water or tethering 
cattle called srihyéeug (tambukairu). 

(7) Cradle ropes called eer (unai), 

(8) Wisps of straw to be put under pots 
called 1)fogeer (purimanai). 

(9) Pads for the head to carry weights or pots 
of water called sior@ (summadu). 


(10) Plates made of cowries. 
ime 
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(LL) Ldible roots culled ¢pearu (karakai), viz, 
(i) Placourlia sepraria, 
(ii) Carissa carandas, 
(itl) Caressa diffusa; 
also wéarererd (sukkaukai) a species of Boyonta, 
which are usoful in cases of fever, 

Thoso commodities thoy hawk about from village 
to village and so pick up the information, which is 
turned account by the able bodied mon of the gang ; 
the profits to bo derived from tho sale of these eom- 
modities are so small that they could uot subsist on 
thom, and as few of tho nomad Korayars have any 
othor ostousible means ol livelihood, Gime alone can 
bo considered to be thei real occupation, and ox- 
perience shows that thoy aro worthy of taking a vory 
prominent position among tho aiminals of Southern 
India. 

Many of the Kavalkara class me omployed as 
watchors of topes, and a fow may be Jound in tho ranks 
of tho Polico and Salt Departmonts; but they rarely 
finn out woll. ‘These employed as topo walehos are 
frequently a useful soweo of information to their 
kinsmon, and in many places the pornicious system 
of “ Kudi Keval,” or in othor words “black mail”? 
provailg, Thoso who employ tho ‘‘ Kavalkaia Kora- 
van” onjoy a sonso of socurity fiom having thoir 
proporty stolon; but happily this system smong Koru- 
vars is not practised 1o the extent to which it obtains 
among the Kallarg and Maravars of the more southorn 
districts, 

Should a Koravar suspoct another of having com- 
mitted a crime, aud he dony it, soveral persons take 
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new pots, put rice and wator in them and place them 
on the fire ; whosoever’s rice boils first has not com~- 
mitted the offence, but the owner of the second pot 
which boils is deemed the guilty one and he has to pay 
all the expenses. If two pots boil at the same time, 
they resort to trial by ordeal; a new pot is filled with 
boiling ghee with a four-auna piece in it and the 
suspected person 1s told to take it out: if he 1s in- 
nocent he will at once offer to do so; but if guilty 
so great is their superstition, he will at once confess, 
These trials are frequently resorted to by the Koravars, 
and it is surprising how skilfully, by these tests, a 
Koravar will find out who is gulty. 

The causes of thei quarrels are an important guide 
in the investigation of crime :-— 

When a marriage is agreed upon the parents 
of tho bridegroom elect promise to pay the bride’s 
poople 20 pagodas; but this is seldom carried out : 
and if, without the authority of the Naik, the bride- 
groom or his people succced in any onterprise, the 
payment is demanded, this is invariably refused and 
quartol arises. 

Division of propeity frequently causes hearthurn- 
ings. 

As before statcd, ucarly all the gangs aie re- 
lated in some degree or anothor, and they frequently 
change from gang te gang, taking fresh aliases. The 
causes of those changes are quarrels about women or 
dissatisfaction with the Naik; and, as the restriction 
regaiding implicating a fellow Koravar is confined 
to tho tanda or gang to which the men belong, they 
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have no hesitation in betiaying a momber of anothor 
tanda with which they may haye belonged and loft 
on account of disputes. 

In this way, with careful questioning, much uso- 
ful information may be obtained, 

Stolen property is disposed of as soon as they can 
get a suitable remuneration. Tho general bargain is 
one rupee for a rupee’s weight of gold. Thoy do not, 
however, as a rule, lose much over thoir transactions, 
and invatiably convert their surplus into sovoreigus. 
In searching a Koravar encampment on one occasion 
the writer had the good fortune to discovor a number 
of sovereigns which, for safo keeping, wore stitohed in 
the folds of their pack saddles Undisposod of jro- 
perty, which has beon buried, is brought to the on- 
campment at nightfall and taken back and reburiod 
before dawn. The ground round the pogs to which 
thoir asses ara tetherod, in heaps of ashos or filth are 
favcunte places for burying plundor, Women are 
adepts in secreting jowols about thoir person, ard, on 
the advent of tho police officor at the camp, they hurry 
off on the protence of fetching water and cary the 
stolen property in their wator pots and buy it, They 
are also very quick in burying proporty under tho spot 
they nay be squatting. But they havo many means 
for disposing of property, and it is quite the oxception 
to find spoil in their envampments; thoir infercommn- 
nication with othor gangs is too systematic, and {ho 
network of railways throughout the country affords 
them ample opportunities of disposmg of proporty 
even before a crime 1s reported. . 
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As a class they ave casily det tifted. The women 
wear nocklaces of shells and cowrios mtorspersed with 
beads of all colomy in sevoral rows hangmg low down 
on the bosom; brass bangles of various shapes from 
the wrist to tho elbow; brass, lewd and silver rings, 
vory roughly made, on all thay fingers except the 
middle ones 

Tho cloth pecuha to Koravar women is a coaise 
black one; but they are as a rule not particular as to 
this, and woar stolen cloths after removing the boideis 
and all maiks of idontification, They also wear the 
“« chola,”? whuch is fastened across the bosom, and not 
like the Lumbddies at the back. 

Tho mon aro dinly, unkompt looking objects, wear 
their hair long md usually tiod m a knot on the top of 
the heads, and indulgs mi little finery. A “ jooch’’ 
or cloth round the loms and a baz called tho “ vadi 
sanchi” mado of striped cloth completes their toot. 

They aro an wncivilivod class with strange customs 
regarding tho soxes, selling or pledging thoi wives 
and wunmarriod daughtors, talang thom back upon re- 
domption of the pledge with any children boin in the 
intaval and ticating thom as though nothing peou- 
liar had happened, When any male ix sentonced to 
imprisonment, the wilo solects anotho putirer for 
tho period ot hor hugband’s absence, gomg back to 
him on his roloaso with all hor childion, 

Polygamy is practised among thom and the num- 
ber of wives 1s only lmitod by the incans of tho 
husband, Females are marriod on roaching matwity. 
Tho imuriage coremony usually boging on a Sunday. 
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When ono of the class wishes to got married, he goos to 
the hut of the woman he wishes to marry, accomp mied 
by his friends, taking ono or two two-anne pieces and 
some betel. The Naik is then consulted, and if he 
favour tho match, they perform sacrtices to Peaumal 
ov Venkatésvara (to whom Tirupati temple is sacred), 
This is usually on a Saturday, and the bridogroom’s 
party promises to pay 20 pagodas for tho girl, (This 
promis, as before stated, is seldom fulfilled and is a 
frequent cause of quarrels among them.) ‘I'wo pols are 
than placed before the huts of the bride and bridegroom 
and somo 1aw rice is put in a bell-motal bow! ; on this 
bowl they place a brass pot and then a cozoanut: 
camphor or incense is then burnt, Tho women in 
attendance sing a monotonous chant whie the 
inconse is burning, and the bridegroom tics tho tali 
made of black beads and the coromony is ecmplete. 
It usually lasts one day, but if there bo funds available, 
the gang givo thomselvos up to feasting and meairy- 
making for threo days or longer. 

Widow ro-marriago is freely allowed. Marriago of 
rolations within the dogree of first cousins iy against 
their rules, but an exception is mado in the case of a 
man marrying the daughter of lus father’s sister; not 
only 1s» this allowed, but a custom provails that the 
first two daughters of a family may bo claimed by tho 
matornal uncle as wives for his sons. I have said that 
the prico of a wifo is 20 pagodas: tho maternal unclo's 
right to the two first daughtors is valued at 3 pago- 
das, and is enforced in this way: if ho urgos his pro- 
ferential claim and maruies his own sons té his uiccos, 
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he pays tor cach only 12 pagodas; and similarly if 
ho, not having sons or fiom other cause, forego lus 
cluim, he receives 8 of the 20 pagodas paid to the 
gill’s parents by any one else whom she may marry. 

Tho first wile only, however, costs 20 pagodas: 
tho price of subsoquont ones being 2, and some- 
times less. Tho monoy is not paid in cash, nor, as 
beforo stated, at the time of marriage. Agreements 
aro mado and asses are the consideration which usually 
passos. No documents arc exchanged, and the con- 
tracts are soldom carticd o it. 

In cach of the gangs thoro aro usually many dis- 
tinct families or gotrams. Hach has its family name, 
such as Bandi, Kavadi, & ‘The system of undivided 
families prevails, but the tic is vory loose: any mom~ 
bor of an undivided family of brothcis may claim 
partition of all tho propaty at any time and may 
separate himaclf from the othors. Ifa son wishes to 
leavo his fatho1’s tamily he may do so, and tho father 
may or may not give him oa sharo of the proporty 
as ho chooses, If ho rofuso, the son has no remedy 
during his father’s hfotime but aftor his death he may 
claim a share. ILe doos this by assembling a numbor 
of tho patmarchs of tho taibo and stating his caso 
boforo thom; they may udjudge his sluae to lin and 
onforce their decree by declaring tho dofendant an 
outcast, that is to say, by making him keep a distance 
from the tbo, rofusmg him fire and water, and dony- 
ing him tho right of mariiage among tho tribe. If 
he afterwards submit, ho is admitted as a friond and 
a brothor. A man supports all his childion by all his 
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wives, if ho hasa great number, his bretiers will 
assist in bringing them up, but when they aro grown 
up they return to their father’s family, Sons so 
reared will, by reason of gratitude or social custom, 
suppot their uncles in then old ago. 

On a man’s death ins properly passos to 113 sons ; 
if he has no sons or wifo, the brothers herb; 1 
his sons be minors, the wife and brothers enjoy the 
property and support tho children, Should the 
brothers refuso to do so, the sons shift for them- 
selves and claim tho property bofore the “ elders” 
of the community when thoy have grown up. 

In collecting those punchayots of ‘ oldcis,” tho 
plaintiff must givo each of thom a food of rico. 

A peculiarity in Koravar funeral coremonios is 
the significance given to the feeding of crows : this 
is done on the fifth or last day of tho coromony, 
and is accounted for by tho prominont part the crow 
takes in their omens for weal or woo. ‘They bury 
their dead, and cremation 13 not practised. 


Kavilgar (or Kavalkara) Koravars, 


Kavilgar (or Kavalkara) Koravars are of four 
classes (vide table). The first (Kavadi) ara looked 
upon as uncles to the other three. Some talk Tamil 
and others a dialect, of Telugu called “ Morasa” 
from ‘“Marast,” a drum. The latter do not intor- 
marry, They do not as a rule wandor, but settle in 
the outskirts of villages in four or fivo familics; thoy 
guard (or are said to guard) two or three villages and 
the headmen of the settlements levy ‘taxes on tho 
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villagers, called mdrar (@wenr). Those taxes vonsist 
of a small portion of g iin, a shoep every your from 
each flock, and at marriages and fostivo oecasions & 
cloth. Should a villager roluso to gryvo thom those 
toxeg, or rathor black mul, ho is sure to sulfor: Ins 
property is stolon by a reghbouimg Kavilgar 
Koravar. Villagers encourayo theso people to settle 
among them; but this systo nw dying out, as it 1s 
stronuously opposed by district officers. 

Dacoily is commutted by {las class of Koravars 
occasionally; but in such cases they are usually 
employed by an enomy of tho victim, or a peculant 
goldsmith. Burglary and sheop thofts aro thor 
favourite crimes, and if 1s d ficult to bring a case 
home to them, tor they ean nearly always prove an 
alibi by moans of the mhibitants of {10 villago ta 
which they belong. 

In commiting burglary they use an implemont 
sim lav to that used by the other Korava classes, 
and tho broach im the wil is usta ly near the loun- 
dation, ‘Tides or thatcr is of on vomoved md ens 
trance thug alforded. Freo oxit is fi st m do md 
sand ia throw) otward to ascertain 1 the mmutes 
aro asleop Only one man ent rs the houso; hs 
con teres ae oulbsICe to reecive Cie phage: all 
useless propotty is discarded : the cash is at once 
divided, bul tho jowels ard other valuablos ouried er 
disposod 0° to spoculitive v ago headmon — Pio« 
porty of an idontifiablo nature is never kept in 
thon huts, 


As a olass, the Kayileu Korii as net as hudy 
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a criminal as his itinerant kinsfolle but far more 
ayilzed. 

Hndeavours have beon made to mduco the nomad 
Kovavars to settle and engage im honest pursuits ; 
but as yet tho experiments tied at Gudiyatam and 
Tirutani of the North Arcot district have not met 
with success. They profer their wandering lito to 
any advantages they may dorive as rospectable 
citizens, and as few are evon in tho smallest dogreo 
educated, 16 will be a very long time before they 
can be pursuaded to give up thew crimimal habits 
whish aro ingrained in thom ftom carly youth. 
Education may produce tho desned effoet, but per 
contra may convert the Korava of to-day into a more 
enlig toned rogue. 


HAPTER VIE. 
Konravars—(¢o it.). 


lie dna or Thogamalar ovavars, also called Soha 
Pallans, bolong to the Putchaykoothee or taltoomg 
class of Koravais (vide table), but have scparated 
from the main division, and allied themselves with 
tho Capemari Alagirics, adopting many of their 
manners and customs and assuming similar disguises. 

The original head-quartors of this class was 
Ediapatti ncar Thogamalai in the Kulitalai taluk of 
the Trichinopoly district, but they have now settled 
in small gangs in various placos, viz. Sallimadai 
and Molakuttiampaukam of Palghat taluk im tho 
Malabar district, Ponjipuam and Rasakudi near 
Kavrikal, Otticancholai noar Pondichony, and also 
with the gangs of Capomarics of Tiivolloro and 
Mdtur. 

Liko the Capomari Alagnios, the Thogamalai 
Koravars are essentially pickpockets and thiovos, 
wandermg over the country; they attend all tho 
fairs and festivals at which thoy reap a rich harvest, 
and especially uso tho railway as a moans of locomo 
tion, hey arc also accomplished honso-breakors, 
and, as a rule, obtain thoir information from thoir 
womon who go about tattoomg fomales. The breach 
ig mvariably weder tho door frame, and jowols aro 
taken from sleoping women and cluldrcn They 
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call thomselves * Sorvaigavans” and “ Poliagatons ” 
iw the Tanjore and Trichinopoly districts, and many 
of tho class havo settlod, possess houses and lands, 
and pass themselves off as ominently rospoctablo 
ryots. this 1s, howevo1, ouly a blind, as iu the caso 
of the Capemari Alagirios. 

The language is a corrupt Tamil, but Tolugu, 
Canarese, and Malayalam is also spoken with a 
peculiar tribal accent. Like other criminal classes, 
they have their own slang, for instance 

«Thapigadu a receiver. 
Gotiein or yacapadi — a housobreaking 
implement. 
Donku — a hole. 
Kapan a constable,” 

Stolen proporty quickly changos hands; thoy 
havo their receivers all over the country, but put 
most trust in the Natookotta Chettios, who roap rich 
harvests from thew doalings with theso people. 

The women work mdopendently of the men and 
aro wWopts in the art of concoaling property on their 
porsons, 

Thou marriage and other customs are hke thoso 
of the other Koravar classes. Tho headman or 
“ Natamkar” of each gang exercisos absolute juris- 
diction in caste disputes, divoreos and the hko. 
Their household goddess is “ Anjelammal,” cud a 
temple dedicated to this goddess at Sholavandén in 
the Madura district is held mn great revoronce by 
them. Pilgrimages to the temple dedicated to 
Palamandayvan or the Palni Hills aio also made. 
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Demon worshtp is also observed. “ Kanjathadi 
Karupu” is thor chiof domon god. 

Another class known as the Pile-cuing Koravars 
isto be found in tho southern districts. 

Pile-curing Koravais are an offshoot of the 
“ Kaddaykutts’? or baskot-making Koravars, but 
havo now formed themselves into a sepaiato class: 
thew head-quartors is the Patukotar taluk of the 
Tanjore district; thoy wander ovor the country, 
twkmg the casto appellatious of Moodelly, Pillai, 
Pusari, &e., in the prosceution of their profession, 
and have quite forsakon thoiy clan. Tlwy aro, as 
a rule, respectably drossed and nob unfroquently 
ednented + a fow are conversint with Hnglish 
They are, as a class, not addicted to crue, 
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Domara (Dompart—Dom 1 x). 


Tim Domara tribe 1s variously designated ag 
Dombari and Domber, which words aro doubtloss 
forms of “Dom,” the torm by which tho very 
numerous outcast races of Northern India are 
known. They scem to bo alhed to the Kolatics 
and tho Bereahs of Central India and the Domras 
of Bengal. hey aro a tribe of jugglers and 
athletes, ropedancors, &e., and are scattorod more 
or less over Southorn India, 

They are divided into two clasges, via, tho 
Rodd: Domaras and the Aray Domaras. 

The Aray Domara class 1s also known as tho 
Mahratta Domara from the fact of thow language , 
bomg a form of Mahratti, and though they aro 
to be found in small gangs in the moro southorn 
distiicts of the prosidoncy, thoy chiefly cor fino 
themsolves to wanderings in the Coded Districts, 
the Nizam’s Dominions and tho Mysore Province. 
There is, however, little distinction between tho 
two classes, and their casto customs appoar idon- 
tical.» Thoy are said to be allied to the Lumbidios, 
a statement which perhaps is supported by tho 
legend which tells of Méla, the ancestor of the 
Lumbddies, as oxhibiting his gymnastic loats bofore 
the kings; tho view is further corroborated by the 
fact that Lumbddios and Domaras mix freely to 
this day. 
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As gymnasts the Domaras aro extromely good, 
both mon and women bemg oxperts in all manners 
of foats. ‘The womon are proficient in making 
combs of horn and wood, and also implemonts used 
by woavers; these thoy hawk about from place to 
place to supplement the profits they dorve from 
their exhibitions of gymnastic feats. 

Thoy are, as a class, tall and well made, with 
a comploxion varying from different shades of cop- 
por colour to very dark, Dr. Shortt considers that 
the predominant typo of countenance which they 
exhibit is Mongolian; he spoaks of the “ 
somewhat pointod chin and absence of whiskers, 
large oye and prominent cheek bones.” In addition 
to the conjuring tricks, rope dancing and tho like, 
they hunt, fish, mako mats and roar donkoys and 
pigs. 

The head of the tribo is called tho “ Muti 
Girt.” Ifo is thom high priest and oxorcisos 
supromo jurisdiction ovor thom both m spiritual and 
tomporal mattors. [lis head-quartors 18 Chitvdl, 
Pullampott taluk of the Cuddapah district. Tho 
logond regarding tho office of the Mutli Gurti is as 
follows :— 

At Chitvél, or as it was thon known Mutli, 
thore once lived a king, who callod togother a 
gathoring of all tho gymnasts among his sub- 
jects: sovoral classes woro ropresonted. ‘ Polori- 
gadu,” a Roddi Domata, so pleased tho king that 
he was prosented with a ring, and a royal ofict 
was passod that the wearer of tho ring and lus 
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desco dots should bo the heal of dhe Dor vvclasa 
Tlo ving then given 1s svid to bo the gune tiat is 
now worn by the head of the tetbe at Clityél, 
which boars au inseipbion in Mobien deel ving that 
tho weaver is tho lngh gd t ot priest a’ all bo 
Domaras within tho four seas, The office 19 hove- 
ditary, and all classos and conditions of Domaias 
attach great importance to thew recoguized hort 
and pay tribute to him. 

The language of the Rodd: Dowmas is pringi- 
pally Tolwei, that of the Aray Domwas be ig a 
form of Mahratta, and, hko all criminal classes, 
they have a slang of their own, 

Their divollings aro somewhat similar Lo those of 
the Koravars and Joghies, mado of palinyra leaves 
phuted into mats with seven strands (wde plato 
Iff). ho hut may bo doseribed thus: twe largo 
segments of circles Iisecting each other, forming 
four openings, throe of these are closed, whilo the 
fourth 1s a smu low entrarce wh ch has to be er opt 
into, ‘Prego hits or gudisiys aro loerod on tro 
ottskivis of villages and cirriod 91 the bicks of 
donkeys when on tho mireh, Tho Avay or Mah- 
valta Domaras occasionally buud lor thomsclves per- 
manégnt diwellings and sotlle dow , but seldom to 
honost vocations. In the sogial soile thoy are con- 
stdoved to be of a low casto rancing next above 
Malas (Pariahs) and Madigas (Chneklos). they are 
allowed mto Lumbddt (Sugalt), Wudder (Oddert ), 
and Enrukala (Koravar) communities, 

Tho women of tho tribe are, as a rile, good 
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looking, and are oasily identified by theit gay cloths 
and profusion of brass banglos and uocklots of 
cOWL168. 

Tho mon usually woar short hip trowsers made 
of a coarse white cloth, and sometimes, alter a 
series ol succcesstul torays or at tostivals when they 
give thei performances as gymnasts, gaudy shawls, 
jackots and lace turbans: those are sometimes 
given to them as prosonts, but not unfroquently 
aro obtained by less legitimate moans. The women 
aro, as a class, notoriously ol loose charactor, and 
wore in former times exclusively the concubines 
ot the poligars: thoy hive, however, of late years» 
beon supplanted and practise then blandishments 
on the goneral public chiefly when visitmg fairs and 
fostivals. The Domaras aro addicted to dacoity, 
robbery, bugluy and thefts of sorts: they me 
daring and look npon burglary rather as a natural 
excilomont. L[ntormation is cbtamed by the womon 
whon going round villages solling thor combs and 
brooms (used by wowers). Whion all is settled, and 
tho information is considered by tho locat Mutli ptird 
or hoadinan to bo suisfactory,  Polariammal” is 
invoked and her aid solicited on the undertaking. 
On tho night agiced apon the gang assomblps and 
tho party is told off; two or three smart mon are 
chosen, accompaued by a youthful aspirant who 
is being imtiated. Tho instrument used by them 
is unlike thoso used by other criminal clagsos: it 
is of iron about a foot long and with a chisol- 
shuped poimt. The marks of this instrument are 
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very distinct, and if the breach im the wall is 
carefully oxammod, 11 em bo ascorlamed whot hor 
or not Domaras uc {ho opaators. Tho broach is 
seldora, as in tho caso of Korivats (Ur ike as) und 
others, maao noar tho bolt of the doo, but, + 2 
rule, under the caves eallod Vava (209), dowels 
worn by sloopors aro nover touched, bub all olso is 
fish for their not, cloths boing groat attractions. 
As cattle and sheep litters thoy are oxport, and hive 
their regular recorvers at most ol tho cattlo fuirs 
throughout the prosidoncy. 

Thoy aro very vindictive ; and should thoy con- 
sider themsolvos ill-iroated or slighted at any villago 
they may have visited, or not sufficiontly rommo- 
rated for thoir gymnastic foats, thoy tako &icps lo 
remunerate thomsolves at tho oxpenso of those who 
have slightod thom. Stolen property 1s conco lod 
tor a time, usually buriod at tho spot at which thon 
donkeys are tothorod: after tho huo-and-cry is over, 
it is disposod of ab trading cont cs to Komatios, 
goldsmiths o1 oil-mongors: no ind vidual class oun 
be fixed on as Lhou receivers. Cloths, uuless of 
yalue, are not, asa rule, sold, but concoalod in tho 
packs of thor donkoys, and aftor « tine worn; as 
they are given cloths as prosonts on occasions when 
they exlubit thow professional porformancos, thoy 
aro froquontly ablo to provo bond fide possossion, 

Botrothal and marriago coromonics aro most 
primitive. Ono of the gung for tho nonce is ap- 
pomtod tho “ Mutli gird:” he observes tho omens ; 
if they are favourable, the bridegroom oloct, ac« 


DOMARAS 78 


companied by somo trusted friends of lis tanda 
or gang, goos to the biide’s house: it is necessary 
that the contracting partios be of different goti ams. 
Tho bridegroom then makes his proposal, and if 
consent is given, provides ample libations of toddy. 
Four annas worth of betel leavos and nut is then 
provided by lum. Of this, should the priost or his 
agont be absent, two shwes are laid asido for him, 
while ono share is allotted for Polariammal, the 
godess of the tribe, the romainder or fourth sharo 
boing for tho delectation of tho assemblod company. 
No oath or docluation is made. Tho giving and 
receiving of betel is tho ratification of the contract. 
Tho “voh” or purchase moncy, avoraging the sum 
of Rs. 52, is thon agrood upon. Tho marriago 
takes placo at the brdegroom’s houso usually the 
day aftor the botrothal, but sometimes sovoral 
months clapse boforo the knot is tied. On tho 
evening of the day fixed for tho marriago coromony 
to bogin, tho brido and bridegroom are made to 
undergo the oilmg coromony; they are thon bathed 
and food 18 provided; noxt morning a carpet 1s 
sproad, on which two planks aro laid, ono on the 
east side and tho othor on the wost: tho bride sits 
on tho former and tho bridogioom on tho latter: 
betweon thom is placed a plato containing 1ico 
called **Tola Bottu’ and five toe rings, The 
bmdegroom then procecds to tio the tali: the 
bride then puts one of tho too rings on hor hus- 
band’s second toe on tho right foot, and a marriod 
woman of tho tribe puts tho remainmg four rings 
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on the brido’s tous. A talisman composod of woo « 
Jen and cotton thread interwoven, to which is 
attached a pieco of safltou anda belol lea folded 
eight timos, is thon tied by tho bridegroom to 
lus bride’s mght wrist, and alyo by the biito to hor 
husband’s wrist: these are romovod the thud diy, 
and, on tho ovening of that day, the “Nagou” 
coemony is porformed, é.1., the Inido and brido- 
groom go to an ant-hill which 13 supposed to be 
the abode of a cobra and sprinkle tho ant-hill with 
pounded rico. Tho coromomos which uo numerous 
usually take five days to comploto, 

Infent marrage is not practised; widow ro- 
marniago 18 frecly allowod, and polyg my is common, 
but the relation between the svavus is vory hx. 

Womon of othor classes aro adil tod to the tribe, 
and tho offspring aro considered puro Domaras. 

Their dead are buricd and noyor cromatod. 

Casto disputos ara soltlod by a punchayet pro- 
sidod ovor by tho local headman, and trivial offences 
are adjudicated by h’m: in the ovont of its being 
necessary to excommunicalo fiom the casto, tho 
power rests with tho Muth gtr of Clutvdl alono, 
when the partios are reprosonted and tho caso laid 
before the “ supromo cout,” which “ sits” about 
once in three years; so at least it is said. 

Thor treatment of women is peculiar, Troim 
early infancy thoy aro tramod in tho mystories of 
vopo-dancing, tumbling and tho like: thoso who 
prove themselyes adopts are reserved for prosti- 
tution for the general bonofit of tho gang, while 
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those who aro nnablo to successfully complete their 
training ao reserved for marriage ! 

Domavas profess to be Vaishnavites, and not 
unfrequontly woar the trident mark on the forchead; 
but thoy aro demonologists practically, worshipping 
Guiuppa (the doy of the Margosa treo), Polar- 
aminal and Mariammal. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Wooonrs (WopprvanpLu — Ovpan). 


Wooprrs are a labouring tribe of Telugu origin, 
scattored all over the country. They ae tank. 
diggers, well-sinkers and road-makors, and usually 
hve in detached settlements, building for thom- 
solves conical huts somewhat similar to those of 
the Domaras, with a low entrance. 

They are a fine looking race; most of thom are 
by profession Vaishmavites, wearing the tridont 
marks on thoir foreheads, arms and breasts, and, 
though they recognize Vishnu as thoir principal 
deity, they are in realty worshippors of one of the 
destroying spirits,  Yellammal.”’ 

It 1s supposod that they emigrated originally 
from Orissa, and now wander about the country, 
remaining temporarily in those places whoro they 
obtain work. 

They eat ovory doseription of animal food, and 
are much addictod, liko most of the lowor classos, 
to spirituous liquors. 

Wudders are divided into two main branchos :— 

(1) Kallu (Stone) Wudders, 
(2) Mannu (Harth) Wuddors. 

Those main divisions are divided into threo 

clans or gotrams, viz. :— 
(1) Boja. 
(2) Yattinavaru. 
(3) Balu Wudder. 

These clana do not intermarry. 
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They are a hardworking poople, but have a bad 
reputation for ronde.ng assistance to hnghway mon 
and robbors, and froquently do a little on thow own 
account. 

Thoy dishke tho daily wage system, but will 
wo1k in gangs on contract, and on those occasions 
it is the custom for tho whole gang—mon, women 
and cluldren to take a share in the work, As a 
class, they aro wholly uneducated. 

In the Ceded Districts somo of the Wudders 
are known as “ Donga Wuddiwars” or thieving 
Wudders from tho fact of their having taken to 
crime as a profession, and the appollation well suits 
them; they are desporate, and at times very cruol 
whon any opposition 1s offered, and have beon known 
to inflict sovero personal injuries on thoi victims. 

In the social scato Wuddors aro superior to Lru- 

* kalas (Koravars) and Domaras. 

Being exclusively a Tolugu soct, thaw language 
ig a corrupt form of Tolugu; but thoso settled m 
the southorn districts aro conversant with Tamil, 

Thoso of the tmbe who havo adopted criminal 
habits aro skilful burglars and invoterate robbers : 
they ave chicHy to bo found among the Stone 
Wuddor class, who, beside their occupation of 
buildiig walls, ao also s‘cilful stono-cuttors. By 
going about undor the prctence of mending grmd- 
stones, they obiain much useful information ag to 
the houses to be looted or partios of travellers to bo 
attacked. In committing a highway robbery or 
dacoity, they are always armod with stout sticks 
and use great violence in the event of any resist- 
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ance boing offered. Their deprodations ave usually 
confined to a radius of 10 or 15 mules from thou 
sett ement, but they seldom sot ont in largo bands 
for the express pw pose of commuibting crimos, 1athor 
seizing opportumties as thoy piosont thomselvos. 
Burglary by Wudders may usually bo traced to 
them if careful observations are mado of tho broach 
in tho wall; the implement is ordinatily the crowbar 
used by them in their protession as stone-workors ; 
the breach 1s made at the back or side of the house 
near the foundations, and the blunt marks of the 
crowbar are, as a rule, noticeable; the work is 
clumsily performed and not always succossful. 
Whore there has been one successtul caso, thore are 
invaiably several signs of unsuccossful attempts 
im the neighbourhood. Another mploment used by 
thom 1s called the “ pdr kuchi,” a atick with a long 
iron ferrule, but tas 18 an effectual weapon and’ 
more ordinarily kept as a moans of dofonce. 

All Wudders are not criminals, aud as they do 
not form a class in which crimo 1s de facto the 
only means of livelihood, thoy perform no special 
ceremonies to mvoko the ad of thow doity in 
their undertakings ; but should success crown their 
endeavours, they give thomselves up to foasting and 
meiriment for several days. 

They will never confess or impheate anothor of 
their fraternily, and, should one of thom bo accused. 
of a crimo, the women are most clamorous and 
infhet personal injuries on themselves and their 
children to deter the police from domg their duty, 
and then accuse them of torture. Women and 
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childrou belonging to cvimimal gangs are exports m 
commuting giain thelis from kalams or throshmg 
floors, whore thoy are ongagod in harvest time, and 
also in pmiloinme thew neighbour's poultry. 

Stolon property is scklom found with Wudders : 
thor reccivers aco legion, but they espocmlly favour 
liquor shop-keopers in the vicinity of their encamp- 
ment with whom they are on terms of mtimacy 
and to whom they aro frequently largely indebted. 
Instances have boen known ot valuable jewellery 
bemg exchanged for a few dramg of anack. Idon- 
tifiable property 1s altered at onco, many of the 
Wuddeirs boing thomsolves ablo to melt gold and 
silvor jewellery ; they then disposo of them for about 
ono-touth of the valuo, 

In each Wudder community there 1s a headman 
called tho * Gunga Raja.’ Tle 1s of tho “ Boja” 
gotrain and oxoicises jur sdiction in caste disputos 
and tho hko, and, in tho case of cruuinal gangs of 
theso pooplo, he roceives two sharos of spol. Tn 
non-criminal gangs tho “ Gunga Raja” engages in 
tho contracts to be performed by lus Lollowors. 

Brahmins oxoieiso spimtual jurisdiction over 
theso people and are consulted in matters con- 
nected with marriage and other cercmomes. ‘I'he 
mariiago coromony is nota todions one, It consists 
of tho bride and biidegioom walking threo times 
round a stake placod for the purpose m the 
ground! Remarriage of widows and divorced 
women is permitted. Infant mairiage is allowed, 
but seldom practised. 
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CITAPTER X. 
KAT ars. 


Tuoval not a wandeung tribe, the Kallus, hike the 
M wavars, are the pr.ncipal er:mmals of the soul. 
orn districts of the presidency—'Lanjore, Teichino- 
poly, Madura and Timnovelly. In tho Madura and 
Trichmopoly districts, they form the most romark- 
able class. 

Thoy aroa dark raco of small stature with many 
distinctive peculiarities pointing them out as hav- 
ing sprung fiom an aboriginal tribo. 

The word “Kallan” means thief or robbor in 
many of the languages of Southorn India, and is 
supposed to have boon applied to thom as muica- 
tive of their peculiar modo of emning a livelihood— 
thoir violent and lawless habits. Thoir profession 
is that of stealing with or without violonco as op- * 
portumtics offer. Boforo tho British entored tho 
country thoy were m constant warfaio wilh ther 
noighbours, 

Tho taibo is divided into two main chyisions — 
tho Mél Nadi or western country and the Kil Nadi 
or eastern country. Membors of thoso divisions do 
not intermarry. 

The Kil Nadi comprises tho nadtis of Mélir, a 
village situated about 16 miles from Madara, and 
its inhabitants, whose agnomen is “ Ambalakaran,” 
are descendants of a clan which immigratod into tho 
country. 

The logend runs thus:—“ Some Kallars belong- 
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ing to the Valanadu, tho capital of which was Con- 
jooveram (Kdnchipuram), came down south with a 
number of dogs on a grand hunting expedition, 
aimed with thoir peculiar weapons, pikes, bludgcons 
acd “ Vellam Thadies ” or clubs shaped like boome- 
1angs. While ongaged m thew spoit somowhore 
in the neighbourhood of Méhir, they obsorved a 
peacock with its tail s)read showmg fight to one 
of ther dogs. Trom this thoy informed that the 
country was one favourable to bodily stacngth and 
courage and detormined to sottle. ‘hoy accord. 
ingly ontered into negotiations with the Volldlans, 
who woro lords of the soil, and oventually took 
service under them. In courso of timo thoi rola- 
tions and friends of the Valanidti joined them, and 
® numerous Kallar commumty sprang up. ‘The 
masters and servants did nob succood in living 
amicably togothor, Tho Kallars behaved, or wero 
thought to behave, badly and wore frequontly 
pushed, Thoy resisted and retaliated, and ab 
list thoy compelled tho Vellélans to draw wp a codo 
of rulog for thei pi otection. 
Tho followmg avo somo of tho rules passod :— 

(a) Ifa Kallan lost tooth through a blow 
givon by his master, tho lottor was to bo finod 10 
kali chackrams. 

(6) It a Kallan had his ear torn mndor 
punishmont, his master mast pay a fine of 6 kali 
chackrams. 

(c) Tf a Kallan hid lus skull fraetneed, 
his masior must pay 30 chickrams, o1, in dol uit, 
havo lus own skull fract ned, 
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(d) Ifa Kallan had his arm or leg broken, 
hig mastor must pay a fino of 20 chackiams, give 
the injured man a certain amount of griin, cloths, 
& , and hkewss30 grant him in feo simplo as much 
“nunja” (wel) lind as could bo sown with a 
“kalam” of seed, aud two “ kwukkams” of 
* punja” (dry) land. 

(e) Ifa Kallan were lalled, ms mastor must. 
pay a fine of 100 chackrams, or, in default, be handed 
ovor to tho morey of the murdered man’s relations. 

As might be expected, the Velldlans soon lost 
their hold over the Kallars after tho promulgation 
of theso rules ; and, m course of time, they (the 
Vellélans) weve reduced to great poverty, and 
eventually ousted bodily from their possessions, 
The Kallars then called their nowly-acquired terri- 
tory ‘ Than-arasu Nadu ” or mdepondent country, 
and set the thon govornmont at dofiance, showing 
rospoct only to Alagar o1 Alagiriswami, tho head 
of tho great Alagar kovil in Madura (uide notos ou 
the Alagan class); thoy habitually make la go of ov. 
ings at tho shrine of Alagiyiswamt, and havo always 
regarded lim as thei own peculiar deity. AL this 
temple there is au interesting collection of swords 
and billhooks (am. rntharwakkal) of all sizes from 
2' 4 to 12’, clubs (Yam. kethaikal) and tridents or 
speais (Tom, subangal) which aro olforings of the 
Kallars. 

In the timo of the Kartakal, i.¢., tho Nayakkan 
dynasty, the Kallars steadily rotused to pay tribute, 
arguing always, when callod upon to pay hke other 
castes and classes, that “tho hoavens sunnled tho 
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earth with rain, their cattle ploughed tho land, 
aud they cultivated it and thercfore there was no 
possible roason why they should pay anything.” 
Thew conduct was so violent and aggressive that 
bodies of troops marching from Tvrichinopoly to 
Tinnovelly or vice versd found ib oxpecient to avoid 
the direct road through tho Méhir nadti and tako a 
circuitous route. 

Tho origin of the Kallar caste, as also that of 
tho Maravars and Ahambadayars, is mythologi. 
cally tracod to “Indra” and “ Aghaha,” the wife 
of Rishi Gautama. Tho logond is that Indra and 
Rishi Gautama wore, among others, rival suitors 
for the hand of Aghalia. Rishi Gautama was tho 
successiul ono; this so mecnsed Indra that; he deter. 
minod to win Aghaha at all hazards, and, by moans 
of a cloverly devised 1use, succveded, and Aghalia 
bore him three sons who, respectivoly, took tho 
names “ Kalla,’ ‘ Marava” and “ Ahambadya” 
ha three castes have .he agnomen of “ Lhéva” or 
god and claim to bo the descendants of * TI ¢van” 
(India). Tu spite of the alloged common ancestry 
of thoso throe classes, thoy have now formed them- 
selvos into distinct castos and intermarriage bo- 
tween Kallars and tho other two classes is not 
allowed, 


Following a similar courso of action to that 
adopted by tho Kil Nadi Kallars, tho Mal Nadi 
Kallars gained extensive possessions strelching to 
tho oxtremity of tho grout Dindigul valloy, and, 
though in the early period of British rule in India, 
the Kallas gavo infimte trouble to the authorities, 
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they havo of more recent yoars, smco 1501, whon 
the province of Madura was annoxod to the Com- 
pany’s torritorics, changed their habits and sub- 
mitted to order. Thoy are, however, still a bold 
and ligh spirited poople, with whom crime is looked 
upon as a natural excitement. 

The hoad of the Kallars 1s tho Raja ef the Pudu- 
kota stato. ‘'Ihis state was tounded by Raghundtha 
Kilavan, Setupati of Rammad (1673-1708 A.D.). 
Hoe fell in love with Kattdri, a girl of tho Kallar 
caste, marriod her and appointed hor brothor 
chiof of the distaict of Pudukota with the titlo of 
Raghundtha Tondiman, m heu of ono Pallavarayan 
Tondiman, the formor chief who had attempted to 
transfer tho estate from tho Ramnad territorios to 
those of Tanjore. 

The following gonealogical troe shows tho 
descent of the present Raja trom Raghundtha Raja 
Tondiman :— 


Raghunttha Raja Ton timan 
(about Lu80 1730 AD), 





A Bon 
Vijaya Raghunatha Londimen 
(1780 1767 AD) , ‘ wes . 
Raye Raghundtha Iond: nan Raya Viz ve Rig) undtho 
(1767-1789 AD). Ru Bal ydhia 


(178) 1b07 AD) 





Vijaya Nigh 1yfthn Ragh yf}. Por man 
Ra Ba adm (182 1830) 
(1807-1826 AD) 
Ramecl ond ve 1a dunan 
(188) 1886) 


Meo bude 3b rave 
town 
C188 . 
Topm th a 
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Tho Kallas of Pudukota style thomsclyes 
“Seruvasal Kallirs,’ and those in the Tnehino- 
poly district, * Voesanganatiu Kallirs,” but both 
apicat Lo bo only local sub-divisions of tho gieat 
MAél and Kil Nadds. 

Thor linguago 1s essentially Tamil. Both 
males and females are aceusiomed to stretch to the 
tuimost possible imt tho lobes of their cars; the 
uuploagant disfiguremont is effected by the mother 
boring the cars of hor mfant aud inserting heavy 
pieces of metal, generally load, into the apertures. 
Tho ofloct so produced 1s wonderful, and it is nob 
at all uncommon to seo the ears of a Kallan hang. 
mg on lus shoulders. When violently angry a 
Kallan will somotimos tear in two the attonuatod 
strips ol flosh which constitute ns cars, expocting 
thercby to compel his advorsasy to do hkewise as 
ausoit of amende honorable; and altercations be- 
tweon women constantly lead to ono or both partios 
hwimg thoouws violontly pulled asunder, Tormerly 
whoro a Kallu girl was doputed, ag frequently 
hypened, to guide a strangor in safoty through a 
Kallav trict, if any of her caste poople attempted 
to offer violence to hor charge in spito of her pro- 
tostations, sho would immediately toar open one of 
hor oars and run off at full speed to her home to 
complain of whit had boen done ; tho result of her 
complaint was invariably a sontence to tho offeet 
that, amongst other things, the culprils should havo 
both their cars torn in expiation of thoi broach of 
the byo-luws of the forest, 
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The savage disposition of the Kallray ay peris 
from tho followmg doscripiion of a custom which 
excccds in atrocity almost every ciime of viclenca 
of which history affords an example. ‘Tho Bun voy 
account states that—‘ Tho womon have all tho ill 
quilttios and evil dispositions of tho men; m most 
of their actions they are inflexbly vindictive and 
furious on the least injury, even on suspicion, 
which prompts to the most violent 1evenge wibhout 
any regard to consequences. A horriblo et stom 
exisis among tho fomales of tho class: when a 
quarel or dissension aiuses between them the 
insulted woman brings her child to the house of 
the aggrossor aud kills 1b at hor door to avongo 
herself, althongh hor vengeance 18 ablended with 
the most cruel barbarity. Sho thon immediately 
proceeds to & neighbourmg villago with all her 
goocs aud chattels: in this attempt sho 18 opposed 
by her naghbonrs, which gives viso fo clamom and 
outrage; the complaint is then carned to the hoxd 
* Ambalacar,’ who luys it batore the oldary oa the 
village and solicits their interforenco to borate 
tho quariel In the course of this invostigation, af 
the husband finds that sufficient evidence has boon 
brought against his wife, that she had given cause 
for tho provocation and aggression, then he pro- 
coals unobsorved by tho assembly to his house and 
brings ono of his cluklron, and in the presenso of 
witnosses kills lis child at the door of the weman 
who had first killed her child; by this moco of 
proceeding he considers that ho has saved himself 
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much trouble and expenso which would otherwise 
have devolved on him. This circumstanco is soon 
brought to the notico of the tmbunal, who proclaim 
that the offence committed is suffiiently avenged. 
But should tlis voluntary retubution of scvengo 
not be executcd by the convicted porson, the tri- 
bunal is prorogued to a limited time, fifteen days 
generally. Bctoro the expiration of that period one 
of the children of the convicted person must be 
killed, at the same timo he 1s to bear all expenses 
contingent on a genoral feast and merry-making for 
the assombly for threo days.” Such is tho inhuman 
barbarity in avenging outrage which proves tho 
innate cruelty of the peoplo and the unrestrained 
baibarity of thoir manners and morals. Happily 
theso atrocious customs are unknown among tho 
Kallis of the present day. 

Tho crimes that Kallars aro addicted to ave 
dacoiy (in houses or on highways), robbery, hor se- 
broaking and cattlo-stoaling. In all of theso they 
aro adopts. ‘Thoy ave usually armed with “ Vellari 
thadis” or clubs, and occasionally with knives 
similar to those worn by tho mhabitants of tho 
Western coast. Ther method of housebreaking 18 
to mako tho breach in tho wall under tho door, 
a lad of diminutive sizo then creeps in and opens 
the door for lus olders, who help themselves to 
anything they can got. Jowels worn by sleepers 
aro seldom touched. Tho stolen property 1s hidden 
in convenient places, m drains, wells, straw stacks, 
and ig sometimes returnod to tho owner on receipt 
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of black mai) fiom him called “Tuppu kdl’? os 
*gluo lure.” how chicf receivers arc among tho 
Mangapottoo and Natookottai Choftios. Vo idors 
of anrack and toddy arc mstenmental in the disposal 
of petty things, cloths and the hke, but in giavo 
ermes months clapse belore the booty is m any way 
disturbed or disposed of. 

The women seldom join in crimes, bat assist the 
men m thei: dealmgs with tho Chotties. 

hoy obsorve omens before starting on deproda- 
tions and consult their housohold gods. An omen 
peculiar to them is this: two flowers—ono red and 
the other white—are placed boloro tho idol, a 
symbol of their god “ Kulla Alagar”: tho whito 
flowor is the omblem of succeys: a child of tendor 
years 18 then told to pluck a potal of ono of tho two 
flowors and the undertaking resis upon tho choico 
mado by tho child. 

Though not ossentially a wandoing tiiho, 
Kallarg uso tho railways and visit ad’aoont distmets 
whero, as a class, thoy are unknown and commit 
thon dopredations ; if notacod and quest oned by an 
inquisitive policoman or yillager, tho reply thoy givo 
is that they mo traders in catule, visiting tho various 
cattle markets, Disgruses avo not adopted by thom. 
Signals aro oxchanged by whistling or sevibbling 
on tho ground; and whilo committing erie namos 
aro never mentioned : they addross each othor as 
the ‘big one,” tho “hitlo one,” using ambiguous 
terms, 

Hven to tlus day children of tho Kallar tribo 
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are brought up in the olden fashion as though 
intonded to gain their hvohhood by preymg on their 
neighbours’ properly. “Tho boyhood of ovory 
Kallar,” says Mr. Nolson, “is supposed to be passed 
in acquirmg the rudiments of the only profession 
for which he can be naturally adapted, namely, 
that of a thief andarobber. At fiftoen he is usually 
entitled to be considored a proficient, and from that 
timo forth he 1s allowed to grow his hair as long as 
ho pleases, a privilege deniod to youngor boys. At 
the samo time he is often rewarded for his expert- 
ness asa thief by the hand of one of his female 
relations.” 

The marriage customs of tho Kallars are very 
peculiar. In the first placo thor marriages depend 
entirely upon consanguimty and ae irrespective 
altogothor of the wishes of oither of the parties 
thoroto or their parents. ‘Tho most proper allianco, 
in the opinion of a Kallan, is ono betwoon a man 
and the daughter of his father’s sister, and if an 
individual have such a cousin he must marry hor 
whatovor disparity thoro may be betweon thir ages. 
A boy of fiftoon must marry such a cousin oven if 
she bo thirty or forty yous vld of le futhor insists 
upon his so doing. Tailmg a cousin of this sort, 
he must marry lus aunt or his nicce or any other 
near relative. Lf his father’s brothor has a daughter 
and insists upon Ins marrying her, ho cannot rofuse, 
whatover may be the woman’s ago. 

‘When a wedding takes place, tho sistor of the 
bridegroom goos to the houso of the parents of the 
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bride and presonts thom with 21 kali fanams aud 
a cloth, and at tho same time ties some horse hair 
yound the brido’s neck. Sho then brings her and 
her relatives to tho house of the bridegroom, where 
a feast is prepared. Sheep are killed and stores of 
hquor kept ready, and all partake of tho good choor 
provided. After this the brido and bridegroom avo 
conducted to the house of the latter and the two 
solemnly perform the ceremony of exchanging ‘ Vel- 
lari thadis’ or boomerang-shapod clubs. Anothor 
feast is then given m the houso of the bride, and she 
is gregentod by her parents with ono “ marakkal ” 
of rico anda hen. She thon goos with hor husband 
to his houso and the ceremony is comploto in overy 
respect. 

During the first twelve months after the mar- 
riago, it is customary for the wife's paronts to invite 
tho pair to stay with them a day or two on the 
occasion of any feast and to prosent thom on thoir 
departure with a marakkal of rico and a cock At 
the timo of the first Pongal” foast aftor tho mar- 
riago the presents customarily given to tho scn-in- 
law are five marakkals of rico, fivo loads of pois 
and pans (chatties), five bunches of plantains, five 
cocoanuts and five lumps of jaggory. 

A. divorce on cithor side is easily obtained. A 
huskand dissatisficd with his wifo can send her away 
if he bo willing at the same timo to give hor half of 
his property, and a wife can leave her husband at 
will upon forfeituro of 42 * kah fanama,” A widow 
may marry any inan she fancies if she can induco 
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him to make her a presont of 10 fanams. One of 
the customs of tho western Kallara is specially cur- 
ous. It constantly happons that a woman is the 
wife of either ten, eight, six or two husbands, who 
are hold to be the fathors jointly and soverally of any 
children that may be born of her body, and still 
more curiously, when the children of such a family 
grow up, they, for some unknown reason, invari- 
ably stylo themsclves the children not of ten, eight 
or six fathers as the case may be, but of * eight and 
two,” or ‘six and two,” or ** four and two” fathers. 

Many Kallars practise tho rito of circumcision, 
which custom has, if 1s said, been obsorved in this 
tribo from very anciont times. 

As a people they profess ta ha worshippera of 
Siva, although, in rewlity, they are for the most 
part morcly demon worshrppors. They both burn 
and bury thor dead. allars aro not particular as 
to their outward appcarances, dross, &o. Tho mon 
wear a coarse whilo cloth round their loins and 
an upper cloth or angavastiram, also of coarse 
matorial, and a red handkorchief ; they seldom wear 
jackots. The women are also scantily clad: a 
coarse white sara: complotes their attire; they never 
weur the chola 

In tho social scale thoy are considered to bo of 
alow caste, ranking above tho Pariahs: they are, 
however, allowed to approach Brahmins with im- 
punity, and may even touch lus “sacrod” person 
Their jowels and ornaments aro similar to those 
worn by otha: Hindus of inforor sovial standing 
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Tho horse-hait “ kara’ worn by women is the 
symbol of marred life, and its absonce a sure sign 
of widowhood. 

The office of head of tho clan or “ Ambalacar ” 
is horeditary. ‘The Ambalacar exoreises suprome 
jurisdiction over tho Kallars of his clan in both 
temporal and spiritual mattors ; and, 13 a mutter of 
right, prosides over their punchayots, Whon ques- 
tions of chastity, proporty and the like arise, the 
Ambalacar adjudicates, and his decision is final. 


OMAPTER XI. 


Manavars, 


In formor times tho Maravars, as a groat fighting 
or warrior iribo, held the sa no position m the south 
that tho Rajput tribes held m Northorn India, only 
thoy did not rise to the samo rank and power as 
that attained by the latter, They wore a wild, law- 
loss, unmanagoahle raco, and were a perpetual terror 
to quict and peaceable tribes. They aro found in 
greatest numbeis m tho Madura and Tinnovelly 
districts, 

Tho tribe is divided into soven principal clans: 
those are as follows :— 

(1) Somba Nattu. 

(2) Kondayan-Kotto. 

(3) Apandr-Nattiu. 

(4) Agata, 

(5) Ordy (Oroiydr)-Nattu. 
(6) Uppu-Kottoi. 

(7) Kwichi-Kattu. 

Thero mo othor clans besides theso, but of 
inforior rank, Tho highost of atl is the Sombt- 
Nattu, but which is the best or which the worst as 
rogards charactor 14 would bo difficult to say: all 
aro much ahke. The ‘“ Maravans,” as they are 
termed in Madura, wore onco very numorous and 
powerful in that district ; but compared with ancient 
timos thoi numbers havo been groatly reduced. 
They were formerly notorious for turbulence and 
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lawlessness, and, ninety years ago, gave much trouble 
to tho British authorities of tho district ; but thoy 
have now seliled down, for the most part, to ponco- 
able habiis, exhibiting, howevor, a boldor and moro 
dotermmed spirit than their neig! bo irs. 

Tho head of the Maravar tribo 13 the “ Setupati” 
of Ramnad. Tho Sctupatis claim to belong to the 
ancient Maravar race and to havo beon the rulors of 
the whole of tho south of India before the immi- 
grution of the * Kurumbas,” by whom tho Maravars 
wore defoatod and diivan back to tho extrome south. 
Ther chiofs lost all somblanco of power till tho 
doseendant of the old ruling family was, in tho 
seventeonth contury, reinstated in a portion of his 
ancient patrimony by Mutiu Krishnappa, tho Na- 
yakka of Madura, and installod at Ramnad. 

Mr. Nelson (Madura Country, pp. 110~115) dis- 
cusses tho formor Instory of tho Sotnp ts, and Ins 
remarks deserve study. fe concludes that thoy 
wore certainly lords of Rammad fiom a very romoto 
period, and that tho Sctupat: created by Muttu 
Krishnappa was probably a grandson of (he last Setu- 
pati who had been murdered by “ono of the last of 
tho Pandiyas who preceded Visvanatha Nayakkan.” 
Dr. Burgess status that there was a Udiyan Sutu- 
pati m S88. 1336 (A.D, 1414 15), who built tho 
shrines of the inner templos of Raméshwaram and 
gavo four villages in the Tinnevelly district to tho 
temple there; also a Chinna Udaiyan Setupati: who 
in 8.8, 1411 (A.D. 1489-90) mado additions to the 
temple; and a Tirumala Sotupati, who im 8.8 1422 
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(A DP. 1800 1) duult a par, of the second prdkdra 
and hada son, Raghundtha Titumala, who was alive 
in 8.8. 1461 (AD. 1539-10). 

Abwndoumg all attompt to trace thei cai tor 
history, the dollowing gonoalogy gives a skotch of 
tho damily from the Setiupati who was fist created 
chio’ of Ramnad by t10 Nayakka of Madura in A D. 
1601:— 
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At the bogmning of the sixteonth century there 
was no Setupati in existence. The cultavation had 
oocome very hmited. Thick jungles bad sprung up 
in overy direction. The roads were infested with 
gangs of robbers. Evory village was under a petty 
ruler, who acted with free independence and op- 
pressed and harassed the pilgrims who resorted to 
Baméswaram. Muttu Krishnappa, the then ruler 
of Madura, was earnestly exhorted by the pilgrims 
to appoint a ruler, whose authority would ensure to 
thou safe travel to and from Raméswaram. Muttu 
Krishnappa, therefore, thought it expediont to re- 
establish the anciont Marava dynasty of the Setu- 
patis or the Guardians of Raméswaram. Accord- 
ingly ho had Sadayaka evar, a descendant of tho 
anciont Setupat, crowned at Pogaltir, a village 10 
milos to the west of Ramnid, in 1604. Io was 
{urthor eroated chief of the seventy-two poligais, 
It is from this date that we have somo authentic 
lustory of the Sotupatis. 

(1) Sadayaka Tevar Udaiyan Setupate (1640- 
1621).—TLe amr4y satisfied tha oxpectations of Muttu 
Krishnappa, to whom an annual tribute was sent. 
Peace was restored to the country. Cultivation 
was oncouragod. The towns of Ramnad and Poga- 
liv were fortified and improved. This price furthor 
made some conquosts by subduing the important 
villages of Vadakku-Vattagai, Kdlaiydrkovil and 
Paitamangalam. After a uselul reign of seventeon 
years, he died in 1621. His son Ktittan Sotupati 
suceecded him : 
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(2) Kiltan Setupati (1621-1635), This 
prince quiotly enjoyed the fruits of Ins father’s 
labour, The country was prosperous and peaceful 
durmg tho fowtoen years that he rulod over it. 
He died in 1035, leaving Ins brother Sadayaka 
Tevar to succeed him, Ho left bosides a sister, 
Ganga Nachelnyar. (Mr. Nelson’s Maduia Country, 
page 128.) 

(3) Sadayala Tovar alias Davalay Set pati 
(1635 1645)—Nothmg of importance transpired 
during the first throo years of this princo’s reign, 
But in the fourth year the princo anmouncod his 
intention of appomting his adopted son Raghundétha 
Tevar as Ins successor. This disclosure cnraged 
lus illegitimate brother Tambi Tovar, who ralod 
ovor Kalmyarkovil as governor. ‘ambi was uot 
inactive. He gained over to his sido the King of 
Madura, who, besides creatmg him “ ‘ambi So- 
inpati,” supplied him with funds and forces to 
dothiono the prince. Ramnad fell into tho hinds 
of tho King of Madma’s forces, and Davalay Sotu- 
pati retreated to Pamban, where ho was finuly 
defeated and takon captive. Lo was sont to Ma lure 
and thrown into a dungoon. 

Tambi had now a vory difficult task before 
lim. The Davalay Sotupati’s nophows, Raghundtha 
Tovar and Narayana Tovar, wore m arms against 
him, and at last, finding no one to befriond him 
among tho rolatiyos of tho Sotupati, Tambi was 
obliged to flee to tho Court of Madura, Terumalai 
Nayakka, however, now discovored hig mistake, and, 
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in order to quiet tho couniry, reloased the Davalay 
Sebupats and restored him. 

The Setupat: was set at hberty to the satisfac- 
tion of all partios m 164). After his restoration 
he reigned for four or five years m peace, when he 
was murdered in cold blood by Tambi Tevar in 
1645. 

Then followed anarchy and confusion at Ram- 
nad. The principal Marava chefs were preparing 
for war; but this was opportunely averted by the 
intovference of Tirumalai Nayakka, who partitioned 
tho Ramnad kingdom into threo potions in 1646, 
Raghundtha Tevar, the nephow of the Davalay 
Setupati, was placed on the hereditary throne of 
the Ramnad Setupati. is brothers Tanaka [evar 
and Narayana Tovar were mado to rulo jomtly at 
Tiruvadanai. Sivagangat was placed undo tho 
sovoroiguby of Tamnbi Tevar. 

(4) Laghundtha Setupat? alias Tirwmalal Setu- 
pati (1645-1670).—This Sotupati’s roign was re. 
maikable for torritorial aggiandisement. The par- 
titioned countries became again incoiporated owing 
to the early deaths of Tanaka Tevar and Tamb 
Tevar. When Tambi Tovar was alive, the Sotupati, . 
in alliance with him, dofeatod tho forces of Tanjore 
in a pitched battle, and annexed tho towns of Man- 
narkoil, Pattukkotta, Dovakottai, Arundanghi and 
Thruvallur. 

At this time the King of Mysore mvaded 
Madura, and at tho request of the King of Madma 
the Sotupatt went m command of a large Aimy and 
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defe ited the evomy in two vory soveroly contested 
engagements ‘The King of Madura, in gratitude 
tor tho sorvices rondored, ceded to tho Setupati 
the villages of Tiruppuvanam, Tiruchulai and Pale 
mada Under this Set ipati the Marawar dynasty 
reached tho zonith of 114 powor. Lt was ho who 
introduced the colebration of the “ Navaratri” tes- 
tival ab Ramnad. <Atter a qiict and boncficont - 
reign of thify yoars ho diod in 1670, Icaving his 
nop iow Rija Stitya Tovar to sueceed him. 

This Sotupati retised to aid his suserain 
against the Muhammadan invasion and consequently 
the Nayakka invaded lus teriitories to pamis. him 
for treason. ‘Tho war was conducted with varying 
fort imes and scoms to have died a natal doath. 
“Sho Sotupati joined in tho war, wluch or ded in the 
downfall of tho Nayakkas of Tanjoro and the sack 
of tho oity, but according to Mr. Nolson tho 
Marava amy was ttle imo than a matwuding 
mol, 

(5) Surya Trvar (1670).—This Sotupati com 
promised himself im somo way im the ‘Tanjore war, 
and was seized, shortly aftor his accossion, by Voro- 
kald Krishnappa, the Madura Davalay, and was 
imptisoned at Trichinopoly, whore ho was secictly 
put to death, 

Stirya Tevar left no immediate hen to succeod 
nm = Consequently the task of nominating a snc. 
cossor devolved on the principal Marava cliefs, who 
came to no defimto uidorstanding For a time the 
country evas without a Setupati, bub Atdana, and 
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after him Chandrappa Servakdran, managed the 
affuns of the kingdom. Tinally Raghundtha Tovar 
Kilavan, illegitimato son of tho last Setupati, was 
installed. 

(6) Raghunttha Terar Kilavan Satupati ( TEVG— 
1708).—Tho reign of this ruler was very remark- 
able for several important events. The commence- 

‘mont of the reign was marked by his assassination 
of the two principal men who had assisted him in 
coming to the throne IIis whole reign was further 
romarkable for the way m which he persecuted the 
Obristians. The revolting circumstances attending 
the murder of tho Missionary John DeBritto—an 
atrocity perpotrated under the expross orders of 
the Sorupati are fully narrated by Mr. Nelson in 
lus Madina Oountry, pagos 217-224. He appointed 
lis brother-in-lav Raghundtha (bolonging to tho 
Kallar caste), whose sistor Kattari he married, 
Tondiman of Pudukota. Tt was in this roign that 
the capital of tho territory was removed from 
Pogalir to Ramnad, the prosout soat of govern- 
ment, This princo was also famous for his bravery 
in war, [To resoned tho Nayakka of Madura from 
tho tyranny of Rustam Khén and successfully prose- 
cuted a war against tho King of Tanjore, who was 
obliged to code all the torritories south of the 
Amburi river. Intrigues scom to have been tho 
order of the day during this reign, and the history 
is a snecession of plots and robolhons 1esulting in 
constant disturbanco and warfare, Thoro was a 
desuliory war with Tanjore in AD, 1700, and in 
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1702 on one oc¢asion an army from Madura, aided 
by a force from ‘lanjore, was doleated by rhe 
Setupati and driven back. Another signal victory 
was obtained over Tan‘ore in 1709, a yoar which 
was made imomorable by a most appalling fei iwe, 
aggravatod by desolating flood. Righundtha Tovar 
Kilavan Setupati breathed his last m 1708, and his 
numerous wives burned thomsclves alive on his’ 
funeral pyre. He was succoeded by his adopted 
gon (the relationship is somewhat doubtful, Maduia 
Oountry, page 247).* 

(7) Vijaya Raqundthe Tevar alias Tiruvadaiya 
Tovar (1709-1723). The King of Lanjoro was not 
inactive during ths ragn. Ilo gained ovor tho 
Rajah of Pudukota to his side and declared war 
against the Sotupati, who went out to tmoct tho 
allied forces at Arundanghi. Some indecisive 
actions were fought. An opdeme broke out ‘in the 
camp of the Setupati, which carnied off many of his 
sons and wives, and ho himself contracted the 
disoase, which provod fatal shortly altor his roturn 
to Ramnad, He nominated ono Tandar Tova: a 
great grandson of the fathor of tho late Kilayvan 
Setupati, as his succossor. 

(8) Tandar Tevar (1728-1724).—The acces« 
sion cf this Setupati to tho throno was contested 
by Bhavam Sankara Tevar, an illogitimate son of 
Kilavan Setupati. Ho got tho assistance of tho 
King of Tanjore by promising to ccdo him somo 





* Tiruvadaiye Levar a/tas Vijay Raghundthy Poser on of Kadimouw 
Tovar e 
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territory and invaded Rammad with the Tanjoro 
force within four months of the aceession of the 
Setupati. The allied forces of the Setupati, the 
ondiman and the King of Madura were unable to 
arrest tho advance of the Tarjore army, which 
finally captured Ramnad and took the Sctupati 
prisoner. Tle was shortly afterwards put to death 
cand Bhavan Sankara Tevar proclazmed lumself 
Setupati. 

(9) Bhavani Sankara Setupati (1724 1728). 
-—~He was very injudicious in his treatment of 
the poligars under him One Sasivarma Periyar 
Udiyar Tevary was deprived of his paliyam. He 
therefore fled to the cowt of the King of Tanjore, 
and gained lus tavour by the extraordinary bravery 
he showed in fighting a latge tiger. Kutta Tovar, 
the matornal uncle of tho last Sotupati and tho 
legal heir who had escaped trom Ramnad at the 
time of capture by Bhavani Sankara, was also at 
this timo at Tanjore. Kutta and Sasivarina became 
closo frionds, and by thow jomt mducemont got the 
King of Tanjore to entrust them with a large force 
with which they defeated tho Setupati at a battle 
fought at Uraytiy, in which the latter was taken 
pmsoner. Aftor their success Kutta evar was 
proclaimed Setupati. 

(10) Kutta Tevar alias Kumardé Muttu Vyaya 
Raghundtha Setupati (1728 1784),—Kutta Tevar 
was not destinod to rule over the extensive terri- 
tories of Ramnad. For it was arranged before the 
success which gained him the throne that,thé terr- 
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tory should be parcelled out between tho confed- 
erates. Accordingly the King of Tanjoro tock all 
the lands north of the Pambar. Tho remamder 
was divided imto five parts, of which two wont to 
the sharo of Raja Mutin Vijaya Raghundtha Porrye 
Uduya Tovar, who mado Sivagangai Ins capital, 
(Ile marned Alilambivari Nachchiyar, the i legi- 
timate daughtor of tho Setupati. Ilis terrtoy is: 
also called Sinnavadagai.) Ovor the romaining 
threc parts called “ Poroyavadagai,” which form 
the present Ramnad territory, tho Sotupata Kutta 
Tevar ruled. Ilo was sucocoded by his son Muttu 
Kumara Vijaya Raghundtha Tovar. 

(11) Mutéu Kumara Vijaya Raghundtha Setu- 
pati (1734-1747).—During the roign of this prince 
the Davalay was all powerful. The prince dying m 
the primo of his life without any issue, the Davalay 
nominated Rakka Tovar, a cousin of the doceasod 
Kutta Tevar, to tho rulo. 

(12) Rakha Tovar Setupati (1747-1748) -—~ 
This roagn was remarkable for the :opulsion of an 
invasion by tho King of ‘lanjore by tho Davalay 
Vollaiyan Servaikaran, who also commanded sovoral 
military expeditions and subjugated several ingub- 
ordinato poligais in the Tinnovolly district. 

Tho Setupati grow afiaid of tho Davalay’s 
power and recalled him from Tinnevelly. A step 
which proved his ruin, for, on his return, tho Da- 
valay openly rebelled, and the Sotupat: was, 
therefore, obliged to flee for safoty to Pamban. 
Thither he was pursucd and taken prisoner and 
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deposed. Oue Sella Pevar alias Vyaya Raghundtha 
Yevar, a membor of tho hilavan family, was placed 
ou tho thione by the Davalay. 

(18) Sella Tevar alias Vijaya Raghundtha 
Setupaty (1748 1760). This prince ruled for twelve 
years, dung wiach another invasion by the Tanjore 
Raja was firmly met with and defeated by the 

“Davalay. Solla Tevar died in 1760 and was suc- 
eceded by hissister’s son Muttu Ramalinga Tevar, 
a child two years old.* 

(14) Mutiu Ramahnga Setupati (1760 1772, 
21780 1794). Vollaiyan Servakaran, the powerful 
Davalay, died at the commencement of this reign. 
IIe was succeeded by Damodaram Pillai in his Dava- 
Jayshrp. Muttu Teruvay Nachchiyar, the mother 
of tho infant prince, acted as regont. In 1770 the 
Raja of Tanjore was agam doleated, and that most 
decisively by an army under the command of Damo- 
daram Pillai, This was the last, occasion on which 
tho troops of Ramnad wore permiticd to distinguish 
thomselves. 

In the year 1773 the army of the Sotupati 
was defeated by an Lnglish force under General 
Joséph Smith, who subdued vho veritory on bohalf 
ol the Nawab of Trelinopoly. The infant Sotu. 
pati, his mother Muttu Teruvay Nachchiyar, and his 
sister Mangalisvari Nachchiyar wore removed from 
Ramnad and kept at Tiichinopoly under surveillance, 





* Dr Buigoss states on the authouty of tho bestimformed mon at 
Raméawoiam that Solla Teva: s sisto: Mut u Torayay Nacholny maniuied 
Neniip ‘Lover of Yolambéd 1 and had a 601 bon im §8 1607(\ D 1726 «) 
Ho adds bin sho is atulod to havertol 15189 1i3 (AD 172° 2), 
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The territory was for a period of eight years, 
ae, rom 1773 to 1780, under tho dnoct manago- 
ment of the Nawab. 

Tho potty chiefs who h. d respected the power 
of the Setupati raised an army and threatened to 
capturo Ramnad and drivo away tho Nawab’s man- 
agers. This circumstance alarmed the Nawab, who _ 
deemed 1 prudent to sect the Setupati at liborty 
and despatch him to Raimnad at the head cf an 
army . this arrangomont had the desired ef ect The 
counlry became tranquil and the cluiofs wore defeated, 

The Sotupat: resumed the reins of govern- 
ment, and continued to rule for fourteen years until 
1794. Ths acts at the cnd ol this period bocamo 
vory suspicious, verging on robollon, go that, at 
the instance of Mangahsvari Nachchiyar, his 8 ster, 
he was deposed and caniod away asa prisoner to 
Trichmopoly under the orders of the Nawab. 

Tio Unglish had this t: 10 becomo tho vir- 
tual rulers of the Oat iitic, and thoy sont the Seti. 
pati to Madras as a State pr sonar. Tho Ranmad 
territory was taken undor British rule and con- 
tinuetl thereunder for soven yous up to 1802. In 
1803 the British Govern nent placod Rani Manga- 
hsvari Nachchiyar, the sisto: of the Setupati, on tho 
throne. 

(15) Mangalisvait Nachehiyar (1803 1872). - 
In tho year 1803 a pormanent sottloment was made 
by wluch tho Rani Sotupati bound herself and her 
successors to pay to the Enghsh CGovornmont the 
annual peishkush of Rs. 3,2 1,387 1 2. Sho ruled the 
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estate for ten years. She was called the ‘Istimrari 
Zamindarni ” m remeinbrance of the settlement. 

This reign was particularly remat kable for the 
charitablo endowments she made out of the perma- 
nently-settled villages of the estate Her adopted 
son, Annasawmi Sctupatiahas Muttu Vijaya Raghn- 
ndtha Sotupati, succocded her 

(16) Annasuam? Setupatr alias Muttu Vijaya 
Raghundtha Setupat: (1812 1815) —Tlus prince was 
a minor when lis adopted mother died. Pradhani 
Tyaga Raja Pilla carried on the ‘admmustration of 
the country. This prince’s title, or in other words 
the adoption, was not disputed. Sivakami Nach- 
chiyar, the daughter of Muttu Ramalinga Setupatr, 
sued in the Company’s courts to have her claims 
to become Ram Sotupati m preference to Anna- 
swami recognized. Sho siccceded 1m her suit and 
was legally appomtod the ruler of tho estate in the 
room of Annaswam in tho year 1815. 

(17) Swakami Nachchiyar (1815-1629).—This 
princess enjoyed the kingdom for one full year, 
during which sho allowed the peiskush to fall into 
arrears. ‘I'he estate, therefore, was placed under the 
management of the Court of the Sadar Adalat for 
fourteen years on her behalf. In the intoryal the 
law suit between the Rani Zamindar and Annaswami 
Setupati was prosecuted with the utmost vigour in 
the Appellate Court, which finally directed the 
restoration of the ostate to Annaswami Setupati. 
The prince having died in the meanwhnle, his 
widow Muttu Virayi Nachchiyar, who successfully 
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conduetec the suit to the end, aeopled ore Raw 
swami ‘evar as hei soi, 11 whose tayour sl e re. 
signed her night to become Sett pati. 

(18) Ramasuani Tovar vag Vijaya Rrghu- 
ndinre Ramaswamt Serupen (1827), This prmee cicd 
m tho first year of Ins reign and was suecocded by 
his infant daughter Mangalisyai Nachchiyar. 

(19) Mangalis:art Nachchiyar (1829-18 38).— 
Mutiu Virayi Nachcluyar, the Ran’s grandmother, 
and Muttu Sclla Teva ma imged the affangs of the 
stato on behalf of tho Ram Setupalh, who mot with 
an enly death. She was succeeded by her i ifant 
sister Dorai Raja Nachchiyar. 

(20) Dovar Raja Nachehiyar (1838 1845).—~ 
Muttu Sella continued to act as manger, but Ins 
management was nob approved of by the Mast [ndia 
Company, to which soveral chargos agamst hun 
wero pre‘errod, ‘Phe cst ite was placed under tho 
Cowt of Waids, and although the manager was 
doclaed innocent afler a tho ough inquiry, ho was 
not entrusted with the control of tho estatc, whick 
continued under the management of the Court of 
Wards. Dora Raja Nachchiyar died m 1848, 
EBvon afte» tho death of the Ram, the Cot of 
Wards continued to govern the estate till Para- 
vatuvardim Nachcliyar, the wifo of Ramaswama 
Sotupati, was declared to be the lawsul propre .ess 
of tho estate. 

(21) Puravatuvaidini Nachehiyar (1845~ 
1868),—She assumod the management of the ostate 
in 1846. She died in 1868, leaving her adopted 
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sor Mtltu Ramal nga Sctupit to siecced her. Dm- 
ing her mansgement ticra was much protracted 
ligation, wh ch necessury iivolved the estato mm 
heavy debt. Bven the peshkush fell into areas 
and accumu ated. Ponntswami Tc var, tlo son of 
the adopted Setupati, managed the estate. 
22) Muttu Ramaliage Sctupate (1868-187 3),— 
“When this prince assumed the management of the 
estate, he found that the debts of the estate had 
alarmingly mereased, But he could devise no means 
to get hnnsell out of it. The estate was in danger. 
Tho Enghsh Government was, therefore, compelled 
to interfore The estato was placed under attach- 
mont by the Special Assistant Collector. In tho 
yoar 1878 tho Sotupati died suddenly, lewing two 
minor song, Bhaskara Sotupatr and Dinakaraswami 
Tovar. 
(23) The former, Bhaskara Sctupati, is now 
the recognized propuctor of the esta, and the 
acknowledgod head of tho Marava tibe.* 


Such 19 the oarly history of the Sotupatis, 
interesting as showing the turbulent character of 
thee Maravars as a class. Besidos the Setupati of 
Ramnad, thow hereditary ruler, thore are in the 
Tinnevolly distuch mary Maravar landlords, de- 
scoidants of tho old pol gw chiofs, of good family 
and conside*wWlo proper.y, notvbly the Zamiidars 
of Uthumala, Singampali, Urkid, Smandei, Setur, 
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Sivag 1, Manachi, Kuduubat, Avadipuram, Mali 
vankotat and Kollankondan Bosides theso there 
aio nu nerous Matival amilics who live quiotly and 
peaceably on thon smull propertics, 

The Moravars firmish noarly the wholo of the 
villago polico (kavilyars, watchmon), and aro at 
the samo timo the principal burglars, robbers and 
thieves of the ‘Ihinevolly district. Vory often the 
thiof and the witch nan are one and tho samo 
individual. Except on the principle of “ setting a 
thiof to catch a thief,” this appears an anomalous 
alrangomont, but 1t 18 by no moans confined to 
Tinnovelly. 

The Maravars of tho prosent time, of course. 
rotain only a shadow of the powor which their 
ancestors wielded uidor the poligars, who vom- 
monced tho “kavil” systom. Still tho Marava of 
to-day as a monbor of a casto which 15 moro 
numerous and influential—as a man of superior 
physiquo and bold, indopondent spit, thof and 
robber, village policom m and dotoctive combined ~ 
is an immenso power in the Tund. 

Thore are tiroo classes of village police in tho 
Tmnevoelly distiics : * 

(a) Taltyartes. Those aro the Government vil- 
lage police paid by Governmont at ratos ranging 
from Rs 2 to Rs. 4 per monsem from tho village- 
cess fund lovied at the rate of 1 anna por rupco on 
the land revonune assessmont. 

(b) Kavilgars. Zamindars and Dovastanam vil- 
lage policé, ‘These recoive no rogular pay for their 
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gorvicos. Some recoive ‘svatattiam” fees and 
enoluments wt inforvals, othors onjoy ‘ manioms” 
or “iam” lands, which are supposed to support 
countless relations and connections termed ‘ pun- 
galios,”” whilo nearly all receive some payment in 
kind at harvest. 

(6) Kudt Kavilgars. These are private watchmen 

“employed by the villagers on thew own account for 
the greater satety of thew property. They are 
usually paid m kind and on tho understanding that 
they retnrn an oquivalent in vafue tor anything 
stolen. An agreoment to this effect is entered into 
when the kudikavilgars are appomted; but as they 
have noithor a find nor any means for making 
such amonds, the kudikavilgars resort to depie- 
dations olsewhero to incot the claims mado agamst 
them, and thus ono set of kudikavilgars preys on 
another, so on throughout the district till the 
system has become a verttablo curse to the people, 
who aro afraid to got rid of ther nominal protectors 
lost they should be plundered wholesalo. 

It 1s thus estimated that a very large proportion 
of the Maravar population is intimately associated 
willt tho ‘ kavil” syste: im tho Tinnovolly district, 
and, a3 the three classes of villago watchmen are 
generally more or loss related or connected with 
each other, they have immense power for good or 
evil, In Tinnevelly tho kudi kavilgars aro in many 
cases oithor directly or indiroctly the errmmals of 
the district, and the difficulty of detecting crime 
committed by thom 1s greatly onhanced’ owing to 
tho widespead relationship betweon them and tho 
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tally wis and h wilgars wie, except where spite or 
oumity exists, will reve: marin date ore uot ier. 

With regard to the ompii of tho Miravars 1 has 
been observed with rcfercicoe to the Kallar class 
that they, with the Ka lars and A ia nbadiyais, are 
mytl ologie aly triced to India (the king of Lfindu 
gods): there however oxists amo g thon a picbur- 
esto tradition to tho effect that, m consoquenso of 
then assisting Rame ti lus wut against tho demon 
Ravana, that (aty exprossod his g atitude wih the 
Tam lwoid “ Mardvon’? (o@Gear), “T wil ever 
forget,” ud that they have ever s neo been evled 
* Maravaig But with more probabili y tho word 
may be convectea with “ruam” (20), which 
moans killing, lerocity, bravery and tho lke, as 
indicative of then protcssion ag robbers and Uneves. 

Some of t cit custo ns are poculiu., Tor ine 
slarce, coustas on tho tathor 3 sido may mber nary, 
a habi, coitrary lo the gonoral [hh dit usage. 

Divoire: is casy and tcquon wid widows may 
vomatry. 

She Maravars wou shou hur excoed ngly ong 
and, like the Kulars, both sexes hing heavy cma- 
monts on their cars, thereby lengtho ring their Iéhos 
sevoral inches; tho cars of tho women are gsomo- 
times so onormously olongated t at they rost 1 pon 
the neck ‘Tho men eschew tho turban, the nat mal 
covoring for the hoad, and im its place te a cloth 
round thew heads. ‘heir foaturos aro quite di Toren 
from those of the 1aces and iribes im thoir neigh! our- 
hood. They are till, well made, and of somewhat 
striking physique, 
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Tho Maravars ato ossentially a “ sottlod” raco, 
and, as bofore stated, are almost entirely confined to 
the districts of Madura and Tinnovelly. Thoy aro, 
howovor, to bo found m small sottlemenis in Tanjore, 
Trichinopoly aud tho Coimbatore districts, whore in 
timos of scarcity thoy aro said to have migrated and 
takon employmont as labow crs under land-holders. 
In the Tanjore district they aro largoly employed 
as cart-drivers, 

Disguises are not adopted by them when commil- 
ting crime, They are especially addictod to daconty, 
robbory, buiglary and cattle-hfting. Tho women 
occasionally commit cattle thofts themselves, bub, 
as arule, aio only instrumontal in tho disposal of 
stolon proporty, which they convey in thew markot- 
ing baskets to the villago Komati. Natookottai 
Chotties are among thoi: chiof receivers, The Mara- 
vars do not practiso tatooing hko tho Kallars. 

Thoir principal doity is “Alagar Swami” and, like 
tho Kallars, thoy 1ocogmze the hoad of this tomplo 
ag thoir spiritual pastor and mastor. A portion of 
tho spoil 1s dedicated to this shrine, and the oath of 
allegiance to “Alagar Swami” is, as in tho case of 
other classos recognizing tlus dvivy, very binding. 

Men and women indulge largely in hhquor and 
tobacco, and many are oprum-eators. Gambling is 
a favourite pastime 


Ahambatiyars. 


The Maravars and tho Ahambadiyars informarry 
and hayo for tho most pait the samo customs and 
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habits. The formor, however, oceupy a somowhat 
Ingher social position, and are moro numorous than 
the latter, who aro for tho most part housohold 
servants, poor ryots and farm labourors. 
Thoy are dividod into three branchos— 

(1) Ahambadiyars. 

(2) Raja-basha Ahambadiyars. 

(3) Kottri-pattu Ahambadiyars. 


1? 


CHAPTER X11. 


Tun Pars or Paruyan Trists. 


Tur local criminals thronghont the presidency in all 
villages aro the Pariahs, and, though they cannot 

_ bo considered de facto a criminal tribe, yet a very 
large proportion of the criminals of the presidency 
are of this caste, notable among them bemg the 
Véptir Pariahs of South Arcot. 

Tho following account of the Pariah or the 
Parciyan tribe is takon from Dr. Sherring’s Lumdu 
Tribes and Oastes, chapter 11, volume III :— 

«The common designation of these tribes in 
Tamil is ‘ Pariah’ or ‘Pavoiyan, in Tolngu is 
‘Mala,’ in Canaroso is ‘IIoha,’ in Malayalam is 
§ Poliar,’ and in Mahratti is * Dh¢d’ 

* Thoy avo rogardod by the Brahmins as dofilmg 
thoir presence and are not allowed to dwell in 
villages inhabited by Tindus, but livo in their 
outskirts, hoy perform service of a vory menial 
charactor, and, although much despised, aro an ex- 
coodingly useful people. In thor own estimation 
tho¥ constaiute a fifth groat caste in contia-distine- 
tion to the four ITindu castes, 

“ Formorly those tribes were in a condition of 
slavory to tho superior castes, ‘Thore were, says 
Dr Cornish, ‘ fifteon spocios of slaves recognized, 
nuumoly :— 

(1) Thoso born of slaves. 
(2) Those purchasod lor a price. 
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(3) Those found by chance. 

(4) Slaves by descent. 

(5) Lhoso fed and kopt alivo in times of famino. 

(6) Those givon up as a pledge for monoy 
boriowod. 

(7) Those binding thomselves for monoy bar+ 
rowed, 

(8) Those captured in baitle. 

(9) Those unablo to pay gambling debts. 

(10) Those becoming slaves by thoir wish, 

(11) Apostates from a religion. 

(12) Slaves for a limited porod. 

(18) Slaves for subsistonco. 

(14) Those who for lovo of slayo womon became 

slaves. 

(15) By voluntary salo of hborty. 

“ Of those fiftoon desariptions of slavos, tho firat 
fom could nover obtain thow hberty without tho 
consent of thow owners. ‘Tho other lands of slaves 
might obtain thom freedom under stipulatod con« 
diticns. No Brahmin could over bo subjoctod to 
slavary.” 

Tho Pariahs are a dark-skinned race, cating 
every spocies of food, hardworking, thriving,’ yet 
intensoly ignorant and debased. In public passongor 
boats a Pariah daro not show his faco, and in Covorne 
ment schools or schools helped with public monoy 
their case is very much the samo. Tho Madras 
Presidency contains nearly five millions of thesa 
industrious and contomned peoplo in nearly equnt 
proportions of the two sexes. Thoy are most numer. 
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ous in Chingleput and Sonth Arcot, whero they 
comprise 26 per cont of the Hindu population. 

Theso tribes pursue many kinds of occupation. 
A considerable number are agricultural labourers. 
Othors are servants, village watchmen, workers in 
leather, scavengers and so forth. Their, habits are 
low: they have a lax idca of the marriage tio, and 

“most of them are addicted to intemperance. For 
the most part they are worshippers of demons and 
local deities, They belong to the “right hand” 
castes, of which, in tho periodicaf disputes which 
occur, they aro among the principal supporters, 
especially in opposition to tho Pallans, a low agri- 
cultural poople. 

They live in the paeichan, a quarter set apart 
for thomselves on the outskirts of villages. 

In regard to tho origin of the Pariahs, Dr. 
Caldwell considers that tho balance of evidence is 
in favour of their being Dravidians. ‘* Nevertho- 
loss,” ho romuks, “the supposition that they be- 
long to a difforent race, that thoy are descended 
from the truo aborigines of tho country, a race 
olde: than the Dravidians themselves, and that they 
wort reduced by the first Drayidians to servitude 
is not dostituto of probability.” Ilo mentions the 
traditions, that tho Canareso Pariahs wore onco an 
independent people, and that the Tamil Paviahs 
wore formorly tho most distinguished caste in tho 
country. Ifo also states that in cortain parts the 
Paniahs onjoy peculiar privileges, especially, at reh- 
gious festivals. ‘ 
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Tho strongest argument which Dr Caldwoll says 
canbe adduced im favour of thou pre-Diividiin 
origin is “hat tho uational namo ot ‘Tamuuius, 
Malayllis, Kannadis, &e., is withhold from them by 
the usus loguends of the Dravidian language and 
conferred oxclusivoly upon the highor castes. Whon 
a person is called a Tamiran or Tamilian, it is moant 
that he 1s noithor a Brahmin nor a» momber of any * 
of tho inferior castes, buta Dravidian Sudra. As 
none of tho lower castes are evor denoted by this 
national namo, it would scom to be imphed that 
they do not belong to tho nition, but, like tho 
Tamil-speaking Brahmins and Muhammadans, to a 
different race, 

Mr. Nelson in his Manual of Maduca gives o 
complete account of those interesting though do- 
gradod tribos. It is as follows :-— 


Q) Valluva Parciyan. 


Tho Valluvans aie by far tho most 1espeotablo 
of tho Pariahs, masmuch as they act as “ prirds” 
or spiritual pastors to the othors; and cannot Do 
ropronchod to the samo extent as othor Pariahs on 
account of tho filthiness of their hves and hathts. 
Tirt Va'luvan, tho colebrated Tamil poet, belonged 
to this family. 


(ii) Thatha Parcyan. 


These ofton wandor about as religious boggars 
of the Vaishnava soct, and subsist ontirely on alns 
given to them by all classes of poople. 
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(iil) Tangaldna or Tonda Parciyan. 


Mus is porhaps the most nmnerous group, and, 
wiih tho exception of tho Valluviéns, the most re- 
spoctablo. They aro ugnally omployed as cultivators 
and predial slaves; but most of them are petty 
uadors, arvisans, domestic servants, horse-keepors 
and the like. 


(iv) Dacha. Paretyan. 


Tho Durchéalis avo said to bo distinguished from 
othors as being caters of frogs, mussels, jackals, &. 


(v) Trya Pareiyan. 


This tribe bolongs properly to Malabar. 


(vi) Maras Pareiyan, 


These play on a kind of tom-tom. 


(vii) Ambu Pareciyan. 


Tho Ambus, as the namo implies, live properly 
by hunting wild animals with bow and arrow. They 
act as shikitries to zamindars or Jandowners and 
others whon ongaged in hunting in the jungles. 


(vil) Vadaga Pareiyan, 


Te Vadagas belong propaly to the Telugu 
country and to tho Vaishnava sect, and aro said to be 
Iuppoph: gists. 'Thoy aro often employed as palan- 
keou bearers, , 
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(ax) Aliya Parciyan. 

Theso appear to bo a tribe whoso solv pecul'ma ity 
consists in addressing their fathers by the titlo of 
« Aloi™ and thom mothors by that of “Ala.” Many 
ot them are omployed in drossing skins lor export 
ation, &a. 


(x) Valei Pareiyan. 
Tho Valeis, as their name imphics, live properly 
by netting birds and works of w similar naturo. 


(xi) Vettiudn Pareiyan. 


Tho members of this tribe proporly boat tom- 
toms and act as undortakeis at Lunorals. ‘They also 
attend as tom-tom boators when othor coremonios 
are performed, and cko out a hving by hawking 
goods and doing odd jobs of vm ous kinds. Some 
of thom are to be found in ovory largo v lage, he 
sorvices being indisponsably necessa y  wherovor 
Hindus live in numbers. 


(xii) Koliya Pareiyan. 
Thoso weave cloths of a coarse dose rption. 
° 
(xiti) Perum Parciyan. 
The Pornms are a bottor sort of Pariahs, om- 
ployed principally as gontlomen’s servants, dsc. 


(xiv) Mgdhs, 


Tho, Egflis aro washormon by profession As 
thoy wash'only for Paahs and hayo to hendlo the 
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filthiost and most disgusting of rags, the contompt 
with which they aro regarded can bo readily under- 
stood. 


(xv) Lamila Pareryan. 
These are usually morchants, and are regarded 
as men of some substance and respectability. 


(xvi) Kudi Pullei, 


Barbers who shave Pariahs. Their occupation 
must be a most unploasant one, and they are viowed 
with special abhor ence. 


(xvi) Pola Parewyan. 


These make mats and baskets, &c., of bamboo, 
rushes, osiers and similar materials. 


(xvi) Tavalei-tinnwm Par eiyan. 


So called because they eat fiogs. Possibly this 
is only a local namo of tho Durchdh tribe. 


(xix) Mannal-Kédet-tinnum Pareiyan. 


“Mators of the mannal-kidei, a large, coarse kind 
of frog, or toad, which burics itself deep m the soil, 


(xx) Aruttu Kattatha Pareiyan. 
So called because their widows are not allowed to 
romarry. Tho observance of this high caste custom 
causes thom 40 bo somewhat respected. . * 
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(xxi) Miya and Ammer Pareiyans 


Those are m the habit of addressing thon fithors 
and mothers by these two titles respectively. 


(xxu) Lutte Parciyan. 


The Tottis aro found m oyery villago. They 
are tho village scavengers and messongois, and a 
eertain numbei of them aio paid for then gor vices 


by Government, 


(xin) Ottaga Karan. 
Spinners of cotton thread. Whon work is slack, 
thoy till the soil and do other kinds of work. 


(xxiv) Koltaga Karan. 


Mostly rough-ruders and grooms, 


(xxv) Sark Parciyan. 


Wear sholls on the loft ar, and aro tho oby 
roadily distinguishod. ‘hoy blow conchos (lugo 
shells) at coremomos, and do various kinds of work. 


(xxvi) Solagn Kult, Parciyan, 

Live chieffy by winnowing paddy and other kmdg 
of gram, 

(xxvii) Avippu Kevan, 

Thoso wash sind for gold where gold is pro- 
curable, Tt is said that they Bnd vory minute 
particles of the precious motal in the Veigai, but nob 

rn @ . 
in sufficient abwiulanco to repay bho exertions. 
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(xxvin) Saliya Pareryan. 
Gonorally hawkors of cheap warcs. 


(xxix) Uppareiyan. 

Scavongors, 
¥ (xxx) Malei Pare.yan. 

Hill Pariahs, a tribe cultivating lands on the 
Palani and other Inils. The Virupadksh Paleiya- 
karan (poligar) sottled a numbor of Pamahs, 
Poleiyans and others of the lowest caste on the 
Palanis about tivo hundred and filty years ago, and 
80 laid the foundations of the present colony. 


There aro many other tribes of Pariahs, but those 
givon above arc among the most numerous and 
important. As a class, they are composed of abo- 
rigmal races interminglod moro or less with ont- 
castes of various tribes, who havo from time to time 
joined their ranks. 


Viertir Pantans, 


Tho Vépti Pariahs belong to the Sanku or Pannai 
Parciyan tribe. how origin is sad to be as 
fqllows :— 

Tho was am portion of Vinddhaéchalam taluk, 
known as “Kohpattu,” formerly contamed 72 vil- 
lages undor tho control of poligars, having under 
them bands of Paiahs as retainors and employed 
as kavilgars or watchmon, Those increased, and in 
cowrsgs of time were disbanded and took to depw- 
dations, and aro now recognized as tho fluoves and 
robbors of that part of tho country. 
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They are chiofly found in tho following 25 vale 
lages of the Vriddhdchalam taluk .— 


A,—Vepiy Station Linits. 


1. Vépitir. 7. Katrumantore. 
2. Sirunesaloro. 8 Mallumodu. 
3. Pulloroe. 9. Sunigeppam. 
4, Thondakuruchi. 10 Kal ithote. 
5. Narigore. 11. Septkkaun. 
6. Thoruppayar 12. Palumbadi. 

Bo S&theam Station Tamils, 
13. Sathiam. 16. Vinnathoro. 
M4. Kothanur, 17. Nagar. 


15, Nallore. 


C. Tholuthore Slution Limits. 
18. Podatyoro. 19, Atha natham. 


D—Peunadam Station Limits. 


20. Thnumalupikkam. = 2t. Nanth mangalan. 


H.—Mangalore Station Limits, 


22, Pasar. 24, Poyapidi, 
23. Peruppikkam, 25, Minga‘oro. ‘ 
Theso Paral s who, fom tho'r erimmal habits, 
have oarned the appellation of “Thiruttu’? or 
thieving Pariahs still owo thow tllogia wo to tho 
descendants of the poligais of Perianosalove, Kut= 
tennayilore and Mangalore of the Vriddhdchalam 
taluk. They havo largely corruptod othor classes 
of Pamahs*hving m noighbourmg parowhavies, and 
alarge criminal population has sprung nto existence, 
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hoy ato, as a rule, actiled, but occasionally make 
produory oxcuisions mto neighbouring villagos and 
mo tho Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Salom and North 
Arcot disbricts ; thoy however chiofly confine them- 
solves Lo thor own partioular localities Cultivation 
ag their ostonsible moans of livelihood, and they 
usnally own a fow acres of dry land ; but these lands 
aro incapablo of providing an adequate living for 
the mombors of their families; thoy are ayorse to 
labo for cooly unless as a means of getting m- 
formation likely to bo of uso to them im a criminal 
undoitaking. Burglary, theft and occasionally da- 
cowy aro their real means of livelihood. Burglary 
ospocily 13 adopted as a profession, and in this 
motle of ciimo they aro adepts. Dark and rainy 
nights aro choson, and a party starts off in various 
ditoctions, usually confining its operations to within 
a radius of about 30 miles from the settlemonts. 
Thoir halits me so woll known to the inhabitants 
of suriounding villages, that they mvariably apply 
to those Paths for the restoration of thoir property 
on tho undorsianding that thoy pay an adequate 
proportion, usually about 25 per cont of the value, 
‘Hus is formed * MAlladiki” (qparerg.anel), In 
gomo casos bho ovortwies are mado by village hoad~ 
mon, and gonorally by somo rospoctable villager. 
Tho law’s delays, voxation im attondanco at magis- 
irates’ courts, tho difficultios of dotoction, and above 
all the ancortainty of tho issue of tho case combine 
to offor strong inducements to tho ignorant rustic 
who has beon rolioved of his property to accept 
choorfully this practice of ‘ black mail.” 
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Thoso “ thioying” Pariahs have thou receivers 
and pitrons im many large centios of tho South 
Arcot, Trichinopoly and Slom dst iels a rong the 
Roddy and Malami castes, aid ac freque itly 
omployed by thom for tha peupose of wie king 
vongeance on thoir onemies. : 

Thoy assume diszwises whon on thom predatory 
excursions, dressing like caste Tlindus, and ocea- 
sionally as Brahmins: thoy gain ad mission to caste 
chuttrums, eating houses and the live, and pass 
thomsolvos off as tradors in cattle. As sheop and 
cattle stoalors, thoy are notorious. 

Burglary is usually committod in tho following 
ways :— 

(a) By widening tho spaco botween tho wall 
and the caves of the roof (aay), 

(b) By making a hoic uoar the bolt of the 
door sufficiontly largo to winibt of & man’s um bo nz 
introduced (‘The ‘bugles ” operr ion). 

(¢) By making a hole wider the door trame 
and passing in a youth of dtniiutive size. This is 
their favourite mothod, 

Tho umplemont used by thom is 6 wled tho “arasu 
kuchi;”’ 1. is somewhat similar {o a plongh-shago, 
about 8 inchos long. Usually about 6 mon ongago 
in these undortakings: as soon as ontrance 18 ol- 
focted, a free moans of exit is mado, and two of the 
men ertor, thoir comiades romunmg concealed 
outside to r¢ccive iho spoil—brass pots, clot is, 
boxes suspocted of containing proporty and. the lil o; 
these aro Spocdily passed out to the confodorates, 
and occasionally jowelg worn by slooping womon 
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and childien are removed: this is, however, only 
Attomptod when the thief is considered proficiont. 
Should ono of these Pariahs get mto troublo, the 
“Malamais’” ongago counsel for their defenco and 
pay tho necessary feos. The ‘*Malamar” women 
take a pronunent part in transactions regarding 
stolen property thoy supply the Pariahs with the 
necossarics of fo m advance and receive stolen 
property in return. It is sad that close intimacy 
oxists betwoon tho “Malamar” fomales and the 


a 


Panahs. 
As among othor criminal classes the “ Véptir’” 


Paiiahs observe omens and postpone their expedi- 
tions for a soason should the omens be unfavourable, 

Bach famly of Puriahs has its own special doity ; 
tho majority, howover, are devoted followers of 
“ Manjappa Swamr” 

Thow priests aro the Thatha Pariahs, a class of 
Valluvas, who lovy taxes, &c., on their followors and 
havo the power of excommunication from caste. 

Tho ‘ kavilear” system prevails among them: 
the headma of a family, whose experience ontitles 
hin te rospect, is employed as kavilgav or watchman 
of dhe village and receives as remuneration 12 annas 
per monsom from cich houschold, together with 
some gran. Those kavilgars, or properly speaking’ 
“Rudi Kavilgars,” are rosponsible that thetts are 
not committed m the village, or if such occur, for 
thoir detection; it is on tho principle of “ setting 
a thiol to catch « thiof.” These elders are usually 
rocognizod as hoadmen and preside al punchayets, 
easto ecremomios and the lke. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
Gounrrat, 


Besipns the criminal classes already doseribod, there 
aro scattered over tho various districls of tho pros. 
deney sthors who ame reputed to be of ciuminal 
habits: these have local apellations somo aro 
nomads and others settled. In Coimbatore and 
Madura districts there aro the Vahahs, who are a 
setllod class possessing land: they ao divided into 
throe branches, viz , 

(a) Karumbara Valiah, 

(h) Valoovaddy Valial.. 

(c) Sarangoo Vahah. 

The Barangoo Valiahs arc found chiofly in tho 
Madura district. They aro, as thoir namo inchentos, 
snarors of gamo, from “ valci,” a nob. hoy aro 
chiefly ad lieted to burgluy. 

Tho Dundasis of Ganjam cemplayed ag villago 
watchmen or  Kuttubadies.” 

The Thathars and Thotiyais aro nomadic tmbces, 
found prmeipally in tho Madma district. : 

Information 1s wanting ol tio pocuhar habils 
and customs of these tribes; they, however, do not 
tako a prominont place among tho craninals of tho 
presidoney, and when crime among thom has become 
a necessity, thoy confine thomsvlvos ontirely to tho 
localitios in which thoy have sottled. 


is 


APPENDIX I. 
FAKIR COINERS. 


Tan tollowing account of Fakir Comers is taken from 
Maso. Gunthorpe’s Notes on Or mmal Tribes; these people 
are frequoitly fonnd throughout the presidency, and tho 
valuable information afforded by Major Gunthorpe will be 
found useful to those who have to deal with these pests .— 

“hs 1 @ class of falar’ (Muhammadans) who are by 
profession manufactuiers and ubieers of counterfeit coin. 
They come from Goolbui gha and its neighbourhood and the 
Sholapore district Their ‘pir’ and preceptor hves ot 
Satul Doodnee near Goolburgha. They wear beads round 
thew necks, and thoir names invariably end with ‘ Shah,’ 
thos ‘Unen Shah ’ and ‘ Kadur Shah, ’ and their costume 1s 
the same as that of the ordimary fakir. Fimdustem is 
spokon with a strong Canavese accent and im the usual fakir 
style In addvessing women ‘Mat’ (mother) and men ‘Data’ 
1s uttered im a more than ordinmily emmgig manner, ‘l'ho 
country is traveised by small gangs of from two to six, and 
boys, as a rule, accompany them ‘he Dekk«n, tho Central 
Provinces and Berar aro the parts most frequonted, Thoir 
homos are loft in the beginmng of the cold season, and the 
commencement of the monsoon gencrally secs them back, 
Thor put np at placos usually fiequonted by fakns, at 
saints’ tombs or im falirs’ hongos m the vicmity of towns 
o1 villages. The boys who accompany them are, as a rule, 
used for passing the false rupees. Women never accompany 
them. All their goods and chattels are carriod by them. 
selves. When questioned as to the class of fakus to 
which thoy belong, the 1eply ws to the Mudavee class 
When arrested thoy exh bit no fear, but koep on 1 protesting 
that they aro poor méhdieants. 
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“The mode adopted for passing the counterfeit coin 18 
al nost mvaibly the same: the victims selected are gener- 
slly women, ‘Lhe falur, or one of the boys, says he has a 
number of coppers and 1s willing to give 17 or 18 annas tor 
tle rupee, and that, being stiangers to the part of the 
ccuntry, they do not know the correct chango. The offer is 
accepted, The coppers are counted out and the rupee 18 
asked for. ‘Taking it m his hand the man dexterously 
clanges 1t, substituting a counterfert, and at once says 
the rupee 1s bad and he cannot take it; the victim, not 
suspocting anything, either offers another, which 18 also 
traated m the same way, and so on until no more gennine 
onos are remaining; and the fakir gathers up his changes 
or, im the first instance, takes up his coppers and p1sses on, 
One of these mon has been known to pass no less than 
eleven counterfers 1upees into a tanda of Bungaras (Lum- 
bddies) in one day. These coiners pass great quantities of 
false vows duriug their peregrmations, Large fairs are 
much resorted to for the purpose, ond it is curious how 
rately they are detected. 

“The implements used for the manufacture of base coin 
ar3 simple, A mould of emth, an iron spoon, a pmr of 
pincers and a small kmife constitute the lot. ‘Tha mould 
is made of a kind of earth called by thom ‘Siddeo Pait 
Matteo,’ This is pounded very fine and worked to a pro- 
por consistency with water. A rupee is covorod with ths 
prepared earth and well pressed on all sides, and, to take 
the mpression better, itis futher tappod all round with a 
flat prece of wood. A cut is thea made through it going 
alcng the edge of the rupee anda small hole made in the 
side of the mould, wedge shaped, to admit of the melted 
metal being poured in, A mark ‘s also made across the 
cus mentioned above to admit of the mould bemg conectly 
fixed when ready. The lump of clay is now wrapped over 
with several Jayers of rag. A. thick coating of clay is put 


FAKIR COINERS 133 


over this agam and the whole lump a put in the fre. 
When the mould is considered sufficiontly beked, tho outer 
layer of clay and the rags are removod, the mould opened, 
aid the rupee taken out, and it is complete The two 
picces are put togother and molted substauce potred o 
(this 18 generally powter) ; the talse :upoo w taken out ad 
perfected by the hand with tho small knife, and as then 
ready for passing. ‘The manufacture of false coin is caried 
on in lonely places, generally in jungle or waste lands. 
Counterfoit com 1s cartied in the lungotea worn by two 
or threo of each gang (the passers). ‘The pockets for hold- 
ing the rupees to the ner side of the front pmt of the 
lungotoo under the front flap and tiod very tightly. 

© Ona man bemg searched, the lungotee 13 undone 
fiom the back and allowed to hang down 1m front, the mner 
put, bomg hidden by tho front flap, escapes notice 

“'These people always possess a loathor bag, in which, 
on tho march, thoy carry their commg implements, and in 
addition some of tho fine earth, loose, and some white metal. 

“Whon halted all the imploments are buried in the 
neighbourhood of their resting-place These {ikirs may 
teadily bo recognized by ther extromely cringing manner 
and by thew Canaroso accent. 

“‘Yho only tame all thou implements aro with thom 1s 
when on # jounoy f2¢m placo to place ” 
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APPENDIX I. 
PROFESSIONAL POISONERS. 


Tux following mteresting account of “ Professional Poi- 
soners” by Major Gunthorpe in his Notes on Opuninal 
Tribes 18 reproduced as unhappily cases of professional 
poisoning are known fo occur m this presidency, and the 
information afforded by Major Gunthorpe is hkely to prove 
of great use to officers in dealmg with this diabolical 
crime — 

‘ A class of crime has sprung up in recent years, which 
is becommg very prevalent. Professional poisoners, who 
practise thew diabolical calling of druggmg or powoning 
travellers and then robbing them, have been known to east 
in India for ages past, and still do exist, though happily to 
a much less degree; but the poisoning of cartmen for the 
sake of the cart and bullocks is a crimo of recent growth. 
This class of poisomng is commutted by both Ilmdoos and 
Muhammadans, and is followed as a profession by thoso 
who have taken to it, though it is a mattor for congratulation 
that, as far as at present 1s known, they are not of any 
organization. Seemingly afraid to impart the seciet to any 
accomplice, they almost invariably go about singly and 
carry on thew demoniacal pursuits alone; in very oxccp- 
tioual cases two or even three have been known to have been 
associated together fur the purpose 

Lest they might be discovered, thoy never romain long 
in one part of the country, but aro continually on the move, 
After committing thiee or four murders im, say, a radius of 
one hundred miles, they decamp and beiako themaolyes to 
fiesh fields many mules off, and do not revisit the oiginal 
part til an interval of agme years has passed, aud cat 
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owners and drivers have forgotien the fhto that bofell somo 
of thon brethren, and beeu lulled into a senso of seeuity, 

“The poison employod is ‘arsenic’ and sometimes 
‘datuia.’ Aitor disposing of the driver, the cu band bullocks 
are takon to somo distané maiket and sold by the md of 
unsuspecting commission agents for the sake of a small 
commission, So cunning aie those potsoners that they will 
raicly venture thomselves into the market, The systom ou 
which these professionals work is such as never to arousa 
suspicion in tho minds of the unsuspicious cart owneis and 
divers, the moident adopted bomg of every day occurrence 
i the countiy. . 

“Tho poisoner, dressed in good clothes and passing 
himsolf off as a morchant travelling with the object o 
purchasing giain or cotton, arives a stranger in a village or 
town and pris up ma Sora. Represonting that he hus 
some heavy business transactions to carry on in somo distant 
grain or oolton mmkot, and that he is dosirous of huning 
cait and pair of bullocks to tako lim thore. he 1s soon 
offiod whnt he 1oqunes by willing hirers of vehicles. 
Ilaving scloctod tho best, a bargain is struck for conveyance 
tho whole way, a small sum 1s paid down im advance, and 
an undorstanding aniyod at that the balanco shall bo paid 
on avrival at the destination, The owner of tho cart 1s 
asked to accompany the merchant, and in tho ovont of hs 
exprossing his inability to do so, a very trustwoithy drivar 
is agkod for. Thug 14 will be observed everythmg is dona 
to Inll suspicion. On tho journey tho driver and Ins fare 
becomo vory friendly, and should caslo prejudices not inter~ 
foro, they food togothor, if this cannot bo, tho seemmg y 
kind merchant occasionally givos his unsuspecting victim 
aweotments ‘This familiarity between driver and fare is 4 
common occurrence in India 

“A suitable distanco from the driver’s honsp boing at~ 
faincd, an opportunity is soized to administer poison i 
either food o1 sweotmeats, 
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“On symptoms of the poison taking effect appearing, 
the poor fellow, with many expressions of commuiseiation 
at bemg takon so suddenly ill, 1s helped mto the cart and 
asked to lie down, and 1s carried on, the potsoner drying 
the cat himself. On reaching a lonely spot the victim, if by 
this time dead, is diagged ont by means of a mece of cord 
from the cart fastened round the neck, and the body 18 chet 
on the road side or into an adjoining field. I£ the action 
of the poison has been slower than desired, another dose m 
water 13 administered as medicine, the poor wretch, half 
dead, never suspecting foul play at the hands of his kind (?) 
friend, or if this 1g not done, he is either strangled 
forthwith by means of a piece of cord, or he is dragged 
out and his brain dashed out with the nearest stones. This 
last co rse is, however, raiely resorted to, Whon the victim 
has died outight fom the effects of poison, or has been 
strangled, some of these poisonors got rid of the corpse at 
once ; others, again, cay it about covered by a sheet or 
dhotee as if the man were asleep, keeping clear of villages 
(the more bold, not oven bemg so cautious) until decom- 
position begins to set in, when 1 13 disposed of as ahoady 
stated The reason assigned for keaping the body 1s that, 
once decomposition sets in, 16 goes on so rapidly, that 
there 1s no chance, by the time the body 1s discovered, of 
its bemg kept for recognition. In some instances cloths 
are lef, on the corpse, and in others, to avoid identifi- 
cation, they are burnt, and not a smegle article, erthay of 
clothing or jewellery 18 left on the body by which 1 san 
bo iccognized, 

Another mode of disposing of the corpse, and con- 
sidored by some of these demons the safest, 1s to lay 1b out 
under a tie by the roadside at night in a slooping attitude 
with all clothes on and covered with a sheet or dhotee, to 
make beliege some stranger (a wayfarer), had Jain down ani 
died from fatigue or disease, Bods thus found do not 
excite suspicion in the minds of the village authorities, ag 
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they aro found in a natural postion ~A report is made 
accordingly to the police, who also agree, the mombers ot 
the inquest also think it is nothmg unusual a verdict of 
‘died from naira] causes’ 19 recoded, aud the body 13 
duly bunicd Murders aie seldom committed in iho samo 
district in which the carb and bullocts have boen hned 
Not many yeas ago a notomous poisonsr of this stamp was 
captured by accident, who confessed to no less than eightecn 
deaths by his own hands, and gloated over the recount: 
aug of each case. This niscreant was a Muhammadan and 
carried the poison in a silver charm tied on to lis aim ” 
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* 
RAT 


Konday i kot 01 clan of Maayaig 
OF 

Kom, sub-division of GLumbédi 
cate 29 

Kood ty kutti Koayars 47 49 

Koon: Kotayais 47 

Kvors) owanloo, another name for 
Taukalas, 46 

Koulus  (Kurchusardlu) ove 
Kovavaas 

Koavus o Kerachas (Kacha- 
vandlu) o: Prukalas (Yoruka a 
vandlu) 2, 46--69 72,74 79 

Kottaga Karan class of Pariahs, 
124 

Kottar pattu Ahambndiyms 116 

Kuchi @ gédi kd) house breaking 
inploment, 9 

Kuday! uti Koravais 69 

Kuch Knyal, ‘black mul’ 68 

Kudi kivilgais of the Timnevelly 
district 112 

Kuth-keyi gars Painh 129, 

Kudh Pillot cless of Pai ahs 123 

Kula Alaga, deity worshipped hy 
Kallus 90 

Kullavadu, Togh: aeot, 14 

Kuluyas, Lhe W 

Kuriohi kettu, oli of Maravars, 95. 

Kttia another name for Liukalas, 


4G, 

Kwmumbes, 06 

Kmirm oths, sub dysision of 
clon cf Lumbtdies 29 

SK ittub ides, whi ge watchmen 180. 

Kykiiexs of Deccan and Central 
Provu ces 47 


Lunians a caste allied to tlo 
Lumbadios b2 

Tenge: a1 gown of Lumbédi women, 
1 


Talcha sib division of Lumbédi 
caste 29 

Lumbithes, Sugalics, 28—48 70, 72 

Lembhanis 2 eesto sthod to tho 
Lumbfdios, 82 

Tana = anb-divigion of Lumbfdi 
onsto, 29 

Landa Janguage of Lumb idios 80 


Manreas (Chuckles) 18 86 72 

Migiday musical insti ument pliyed 
by Joghn women 18 

Mahratts Domaras 70, 72 

Maigaw th, sub civibion of a clan 
of Lumbédies, 20. 


- vu 
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° 
MAL 


Maus, subdivistos off Lumbdds 
caste 29 

Malamats recovers of stolen pro- 
perty 128, engage counsel to 
defond Pariah bug ars 129 

Malas Jelugu for Paiwhs 18 36 
72 117 

er Paoryan class of Panaha 
126. 

Manebedy clan of Koravars 48 49 

Mangapottoo Chettiea receryers of 
stolen propeity, 90 

Manjappaswann, deity woushipped 
by Pariah 129. 

Manna Wadders 78 

Manrikutt: clan of Koravars 48 49. 

Mannal kédet tinnum Pareiyan, 
class of Paiiths 123 

Maioi, tax levtod on villages by 
headmen, 64 

Metasa Paretyan, cless of Pertshs 


Mai svais 58 82 86 95 116 

Maremmal dety worsmpped by 
Drmaras, 77 

Mél Naéafi, divs on of Kal ars, 84 
85. 

Morasa (from Murasu drnm) 
Talugu dwlect spoken by Kaval 
gar Konavaig, 64 

Muchert Kalas another name for 
Alamries 8 

Muhamnutadan comers, see Comers 

Mniaram nose o1 ra nent worn by 
Lumbéd women 32 

Mfadhkih bisck mail for resto 
ation of stolen property, 127 

Wupunivada Joghi soot 14 

Murasn yee Moasn 

Muth Garé head of the Domaa 
caste, 71, 73,74 76. 


Nacamansa favorite deity with 
Vonadies 946, 

Nagara dium played by{Lumbédies 

37 

Nagelu, ceremony peifoimed at a 
Domara mmriage 76 

Naictoos, name ass med by educated 
Koravars 48 

Naik headman of a gang clan 30 
38 85 86 45, 62,85 56 59 62 

Nakkale Vandin, olass of Yaonadiea 


Nalagoo a manage ceiomony of 
Soghies 17. 


e 


PUD 


Natamkat, headinen of aThogamatar 
Koiavar gang 68 

Natookota: Chetties ieocivers of 
stolen property 68 £0, 116 

Navaiatit festival at Ramnad 102 

Nagagsutiam musical ingtiumont 
played by Toghi women 18 


Op1 an see Wuddeis 

Omens Pimenpal 
c asses, 34 53 90 

Ordeal T: al by ~ 86, 59 » 

O.flr (Oreiydr)—Nattu clan of Ma- 
rayars 95 

Ottaga Karan, class of Pariahs, 124 


of omminal 


Pacuata anklet worn by Lumbédr 
women 31 

Padiyaot 1 Alag is, 1 2, 18 

Palanis Paualtgonthe 128 

Pallans ow agtioultura! class, 119, 

Panta Reddies, 21 

Pariaha or Paieryan tiibes, 117, 

129 [See also Males } 

Par kuehr impleinent tot house. 
brea ang 80 

Pedda Kupp nah, brother of the head 
af the Capamanies, 8 

Po eankusbal muso al inetiumont 
played by Joghi women, 18 

Poanavidn Fog sect 14, 

Poreryan tithes, seo Poriaha, 

Peiuma, ioisehold gor of Joghies, 
17,18 49 62 58 55, 6 62 

een Paroyan olass of Parmha 
1 


Phdlia, embioidered c oth for the 
galu ot pad worn on tha head 
by Lumbaid: women, 32 

Pio hagoontas, The—, 17. 

Pick pockets 3 

Pie ening Kovavars 48 69 oN 

Pmsnneis p ofesmonal 144, 

Pola Pare yan, class of Pauiahs, 128, ~. 

Palasiamimal deity nvoked by 
Dommss 78 76 77 

Poleryans on the Palums 125 

Polera na, vi lage goddess of agui- 
oultue, 26 

Poleagatans another name for 
Thogamala: Koravars 67 

Foun Malayalam foi Pariah ti ibea, 
1 


Poonry Koothoe Korayng 47 
Pudukot: Stato 86 _ 


fos 
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PUN 


Prnhar a division of the Lumbida 
caste 28 29 

Punrrfice tion after am d1280nmont 18. 

Pate wy Kootheo Koravuas 47 49 
67, 

Pyta avadi™ Tog 1 sect, le 


Rawnwar Tuipyis 4, 

RayC bisha Ahambadiyara 116 

Raja of Pudukota, 86 

Rajputs of North India 96 

. Razk ciste, 21, 

Receivois of stolon propsity, 7 15 
19, 28, 34 68 74, 81, 90 115, 
128 

Reddies, 21 

Redds Dommas 70 72 

Redd: Yanadies, 21, 

Robbery 15, 73 115. 
Highway Robbery ) 

Rudrakshmnlas, 12 

Ruthatwahical, bill-hooke 84 


(See also 


Santa castr 8 
Salige mes, 12, 
Sal ya Paetyan 
125 
Remmpaloin symbol of rohgions } fo, 


olass of Patiehs, 


Sandia Pauchapa Warus, 12 

BSenku Patoiyan, class of Paritha 
Vad 

Sappidivadu Joght soot, 14 

Sarangoo Val wha, 130. 

Satins or mixed class 2 14, 49. 

Sathupad , clan of Korayms 48 45 

Sombit Nittu clan of Mmavara 95 

Soruvisul Kotlars 87 

Servaigniins another name for 
Thogamatai Koiavais, 67 

Setupati of Ramnad, head of tho 
Maravai ti be, 96 

“Setargrs cf Rawead Th atury of 
tho- 96 12L 

Setupatis of Rimnad Genealogy of 
the — 98 

Siddeo Pait Muttee, carth used for 
the mould jor manufacturing base 
coin 182 

Sikkaloo ké6l the Yanadi jommy 27 

Billoo kolt instiumont for horse. 
breaking, 66. 

Sivaialavadu Joght soot," 

Saves Piriah—im former times 118 

Solagn Kutt: Pareyan class of 
Pariahs 124 

nN 


4a 


VAC 


Beha Pailans another name for 
Lhoga nalat Kotavais 67 

Sconutahs of Buidlekund 8 

Subanga , spems 84 

Snugahies, sec Lumbidica 

Svnta tram feos of kav ga a (watoh 
men), 112. 


Vauryarizs or THE TInnpyEwiy 
Drerricr 112 

Ta mila Porciyan 
123 

Tangalina or Tonda Perciyan, class 
of Pariahs 12) 

Tappa symbol of religious hfe 9 

Tayilei tinaum Pmeiyan, class of 
Pariahs, 123 

Thana, gub division of Iumbfids 
caste, 29 

Than mast Nédu — imdependent 
e1iatiry acqaied by Ka lars 84 

Thrprgadi slang for a tecoiver, 68 

‘Lharavadn, Joghy soct, 14 

‘Liatha Pmenyan, class of Pairhe 
£20 129, 

‘Lhathois, nomadio tr 
30 


olasa of Pariaha 


cain Madura 
Thovn agnomon of cortam castes 
85 


Thnatta or thoving Pariahs 126, 

Thogamivu Kornvar 2 18 18 [See 
also Din o: Thogamula Kora. 
vars } 

Thotiyms 130 

Ihubba Koavais 47 57. 

Tin Villuvan famous Pariah poot 
120 

Tiya Poreryan class of Pariahs, 121, 

Tola NRottu, plate contam yw rice 
usod at » Domarea wodding 75 

Toide Parciyan see Tangalina 
Pareiyan 

~eru's  Pureiyar 

ae4 

Tulisumuas 12 

Tuppu kil or cluo hue black mait 
lev ol by Kallais, 90 

Tutpt Yanadies, 23 


class of Pastke, 


Urrarenay class of Pariche 126 
Uppu Koravaie 47 49 51 67 
Uppu Katte, clan of Maravats, 96, 
Diaguntivadu Joghi soot 14 


Yacarani, 


houso-brenking imple 
ment 68 in 


‘ 
LS 


laa 
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van © 
Maj 
© Vadaga Paoyan, class of Pain ha, 
Mal 121 
PB -Vatlapillasadn, Joghi sect, 1+ 
cae, Vault wi ot Noithoin division ot 
Ma ™S Lumbddios, 29 
Vadi Sauch bag wor. by Crpo 
M ihutnas uid Koray an 1 ‘0 
y Vakitavadu Toghu sect, 11 
Va e: Pareiyan class ot Pasiahs 122 
Vaiahs 180 
Valooyaddy Vahohs, 130 
Valluya Paieryan, class of Pauahs 
120 
Vocsangannitu Kalla a, 87 
Volama onste, 21 
Vellari Thadies clubs 83 89 92 
Vankatéswara deity consulted by 
Korarars, 62 e 


WN 


Vépt) Patinhe 117 126 a 
Vottiya Parotyan olasa of Pariihe, 
122 


Wonortsnou see Wuddors 
Wooya cc cluvof Koi av@ia 68 49 
Wats (W Tecvaadlu ce Oca in), 
8,30 7278 81 
e 
Yiwaorns 21 27, 80 
Yaitmayvarn, sub div mon of Wnd- 
deis 78 
Yollam nil deity worshppod by 
Wuddors 78 
Yoeunkuinvandln, se¢ Kornymas 
Yogin (Sanski1 ) a magician, 14 


ZANDHYAY OR SACRED THREAD, 26 


